An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour affect local communities.
Introduction
This assignment will be an examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) affect local communities, drawing upon a high-profile event and we will be discussing the impact of crime and ASB on victims and communities, what constitutes effective and appropriate police action, the impact on current and future trust between communities and the police and preventing and responding to crime and ASB in communities.
The topic chosen will be an analysis of the George Floyd incident that occurred on 25 May 2020.

George Floyd Incident 
The incident, which was witnessed by the public, sparked what is likely to be the greatest protest movement in US history, as well as a national reassessment of race and policing (History, 2021)
In Minneapolis, Minnesota, George Floyd 46, an African American male was killed on the street by Minneapolis Police Officer Derek Chauvin due to suspicions of counterfeit payments at a local store which he attended, the owner had informed the police which arrived at the scene. Immediately as the officers arrived, they withdrew their standard-issued firearms against Mr. Floyd, who was complying until the officers went to escort him into their vehicles, which he abstained from due to his having claustrophobia People who suffer from claustrophobia may often go out of their way to avoid tight environments such as lifts, tunnels, tube trains, and public restrooms. However, avoiding certain locations may exacerbate the phobia.
Some people with claustrophobia suffer minor discomfort when they are in a tight place, while others experience extreme anxiety or panic attacks. (NHS, 2023)

The officers did not take lightly of Mr Floyd’s resistance, Derek Chauvin who was in a sense the officer in charge manhandled George to the floor and knelt on his neck. Minneapolis Police authorise this as they classify it as an alternative to lethal force called unconscious neck restraint, in which cops may use their arms or legs to knock someone out by squeezing carotid arteries on each side of the neck, stopping blood flow to the brain. The policy stated that it should only be used for a person "exhibiting active aggression" or aggressively fighting control when other measures to control the individual had failed or were likely to fail. (News, 2021) 

Officer Chauvin was recorded and shown to be kneeling on Floyd’s neck with increasing pressure and in some instances seen lifting off his right leg which is theorised to press down harder on his left that was crushing his neck. For 9 minutes and 29 seconds, Chauvin crushed Floyd’s neck while the other officers stood around acting blissfully ignorant towards his pleads “I can’t breathe” and “I’m not a bad guy” which didn’t stop Chauvin and other officers from crushing him, they were also prosecuted alongside Chauvin who was put on trial, Chauvin was charged with murder and later convicted on three counts: second-degree unintentional murder, third-degree murder, and second-degree manslaughter. He received a sentence of 22 years and six months in prison. (Bett, 2023) 
This was the final straw for the black community which sparked the start of the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement. Demonstrators yelling "Black Lives Matter" and "I Can't Breathe" flocked to the streets from coast to coast, prompting police departments around the country to use riot-control methods. Floyd's murder occurred following demonstrations over the murders of Ahmaud Arbery in Atlanta in February and Breonna Taylor in Louisville in March, and it also occurred during the third month of countrywide lockdowns due to the COVID-19 outbreak. By June, demonstrations had expanded so far that over 200 American communities had enforced curfews and half of the country had deployed the National Guard. Marches persisted and spread throughout June, despite limitations on assembling during the COVID-19 outbreak and militarised opposition from federal and local law enforcement. (History, 2021)

Impact of crime and ASB on victims and communities
When a crime is committed in any area, place or even country, the communities that reside around it are affected. This includes:
· Guilt
· It is quite normal for the victim to feel guilty about what has happened and to assume that they were responsible for or aided the crime. The victim's sense of shame may prohibit him or her from notifying anybody about his or her circumstance. The feeling of humiliation is tough to manage. Even if your head tells you that what happened was not your fault, the humiliation remains. The sufferer may utilise defensive strategies to protect themselves from these emotions. One of the psyche's ways of easing pain is to deny the sensation. (Riko, 2013) 
· The guilt that viewers of Floyd’s murder most likely felt guilty that they did not step in to help at all, regardless of the other officers ordering them to stay back. In an interview with witness James McMillian from the event broke down into tears exclaiming “I kinda feel helpless” and “It should’ve been me” (McMillian, 2021)

· Shock
· Shock is usually the first feeling when a crime of any magnitude is committed in our local areas, the feeling of “How could that happen” or the unexpected news of a crime only a few doors away will shock anyone many symptoms include: denial, that this may happen to you, the incident may appear surreal, like a nightmare or something that did not occur. Numbness, this may appear to have happened to someone else rather than you or you might not feel anything towards it at all. (Crime Victims, 2013)
· In the view of George Floyd’s case, it was the biggest shock that hit the entire work, once the recordings of the police officer “dealing” with Mr. Floyd, caused the whole globe to be shocked at the scene, Philip Seccombe, the county's police and crime commissioner, has expressed "shock and anger" over the tragic event in Minneapolis, in which the black 46-year-old died while a police officer squatted on his neck for about nine minutes while he informed them, "I can't breathe." (Davis, 2020)
· The tragedy spurred worldwide demonstrations under the hashtag #BlackLivesMatter, including a march in Shipston and Limington by experienced campaigners Patricia Karlsen, 85, and Liz Hodgkin, 79.

· Fear 
· When any crime happens there is always a sense of fear installed in us, which leaves us thinking if this would happen to us or to anyone we know, you worry about your house, your car, your dog, and all these things in our life and crime makes us fear the loss of them or the impact it will inflict onto them. This can include anxiety and being fearful of being alone or maybe going outside in general, anyone can be a criminal, so any stranger could be the perpetrator. Maybe the crime is so local to victims or the community that no one wants to even go near the area of effect.
· As recent incidents have demonstrated, black neighbourhoods are frequently over-policed and over-profiled, which can even lead to fatalities. A confrontation with the police might end in physical injury or unfair treatment by the officers or the judicial system. (Lindsey, 2020)

· Loss of Confidence & Trust
· The police service has always had a stigma against them due to the lack of trust the public has with them, the police force is usually shunned by most people as on news outlets or just general talk about them is never anything positive.  The most common thoughts of the police are either how “corrupt they are” or how they “don’t do their job.” 
· According to recent figures, more than 90 police officers and personnel were found guilty of crimes last year after complaints or investigations, including sexual assaults, corruption, and violence against the person. The numbers, issued by the Home Office, documented the outcomes of criminal cases against police officers and personnel in the fiscal year ending April 2022. It was reported that 68 police officers and 25 police personnel had been found guilty. Ten officers and three police staff members were charged with assault on a person, and ten officers and two staff members were charged with sexual assault. The most prevalent form of crime was traffic violations, with 23 officers and 11 staff members found guilty, and four officers and three staff members were found guilty of general misconduct. (Goodier, 2023)
· During and after the George Floyd incident, the people’s trust had diminished which was very impactful on crime rates which increased since nobody would call the police for help as they figured they wouldn’t care about it. After Floyd's death, the gap between black and white persons questioned widened to 37 percentage points, with 19% of Black Americans having trust in police compared to 56% of white Americans. (Washburn, 2023)

· Anger
· Anger is a very common feeling towards the police after any incident as most people believe the police are to blame for the incident or event which has occurred. This can lead to public outrage, antisocial behaviour, an increase in crime and even riots.
· The impact that George Floyd’s death had on the world, especially the U.S. caused riots across the globe, inflicting destruction and disarray everywhere. A large amount of property damage and carnage ensued over the death of Mr. Floyd which sparked a rebellion from the public against the police service, cars were set ablaze, shops and houses suffered vandalism and damage, and even some protesters lost their own lives during the riots which lasted 14 days, In addition to those killed while protesting, at least 14 Americans were killed in other incidents related to political unrest, including seven people shot during alleged business looting, including a retired police officer shot during the robbery of a pawn shop in St Louis, two California law enforcement officers murdered by an alleged anti-government extremist, one person found dead in a pawn shop in Minneapolis that had been set on fire, and an eight-year-old boy. (Beckett, 2020)

What constitutes effective and appropriate police action?
Every police officer has their discretion, which is a professional decision or judgement made by the officer, provided they also follow the guidelines set by officials. Every officer should have standard and appropriate actions while on and off duty which is expected by the police service and the public they serve. All police officers are taught Sir Robert Peel’s 9 policing principles and his 3 core ideas for preventing crime, Officers must be able to defend their choice not to arrest if the reasons exist and it is a required and proportional reaction. 
Other positive ways may be more acceptable in some cases, such as when the activity does not constitute criminal conduct. (College of Policing , 2018)
In relation to the George Floyd protests, the police chose a very aggressive approach to deal with the riots, peaceful protesters were thrown, pushed over, pepper-sprayed, arrested, shot at with rubber bullets and tear gas, and in some cases ran over by police cars. This just shows are willing the U.S. police force is willing to maintain control which they believe with enough force, it will prove effective. The National Guard was deployed as well to assist the officers with the riots. 
The use of unnecessary and sometimes excessive force against protesters exemplifies the very systemic racism and impunity against which they had taken to the streets to protest. People who were only expressing their human right to demonstrate peacefully were treated with such brutality that they lost their eyesight, endured violent beatings, and had convulsions and severe wounds. (Coverson, 2020)

Impact on current and future trust between communities and the police
The police service relies on the public to have trust in them since they can gather information or gain assistance from them, if the public trusts and is willing to help the police service there could be the potential for the public to become eyewitnesses or express their views on subjects to help and improve situations or how the police should handle certain events to make the communities safer. Currently, the trust and confidence in the police service are very low and degraded due to multiple cases of officers handling cases and interactions poorly, in 2022, police forces in England and Wales resolved 48,979 complaints involving police officers, out of a total of 115,235 claims submitted by members of the public against officers. (Brown, 2023)
When George Floyd died the level of trust was already low with the police, but that shattered almost completely once word had spread about his death, more and more people especially the black communities feared the police service rather than trust, due to how the U.S. police service handle most cases and interactions. Statistics show that the percentage of people who trust has gradually risen since 2020.
Following the murder of George Floyd, Black Americans' trust in the police has partly returned but remains low. Currently, 27% of Black people in the United States say they have "a great deal" or "quite a lot" of trust in the police, up from 18% in 2020 but comparable to levels experienced between 2014 and 2019. (Jones, 2021)

Preventing and responding to crime and ASB in communities
When the police deal with crime or anti-social behaviour, the communities are asked to help gain any information to help prevent it and respond quicker and more effectively, the police need communities to report these crimes so officers can act. Vandalism, graffiti, and flyposting are examples of anti-social conduct, as are annoying neighbours and intimidating gangs taking over public areas. Anti-social activity may destroy lives and foster a climate conducive to more severe crime. Your local authority has strong and effective powers to deal with anti-social conduct concerns. (HM Goverment , 2022)
George Floyd’s case showed us the wrong way that the police responded but it also showed us that policing needs to be improved for the sake of our own officers and the public they serve, policing is about protecting the public and bringing justice to criminals.
The U.S. police service responded to the riots by introducing a curfew that would lower the risk and chance of crime overnight making places safer in the progress.
Cities extended curfews throughout Sunday night and beyond to quell the violence and damage. The curfew has been extended after 240 people were detained and six people were shot in one night. One of the six persons died, according to Police Superintendent David Brown, who also stated that during the protests, police cars were flipped over, and spray painted with graffiti. (Maxouris, 2020)
Conclusion
In conclusion, the police and the public both need each other and rely on each other to help protect their communities and cities against crimes. The public is entrusted to report any and all anti-social behaviour, crimes and any unlawful doings while the police are entrusted to deal with it in a matter of professional conduct, George Floyd’s death and the riots that insured show that the police need to deal with the public in a more competent approach. 
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