5.0 Findings and Conclusion.

5.1 Findings
The below objectives were identified at the beginning of this study. By focusing on these objectives, it is hoped that further knowledge can be gained by police officers when they encounter children and young people are being affected/been affected by Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s).

1. Explore police officers understanding on how Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) affects children’s mental health into adulthood.
2. To explore the likelihood of children and young adults exposed to domestic violence becoming known to police and criminal justice services.
3.The partnership between police and other agencies to help children and what can be learned.


5.2 Explore police officers understanding on how Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) affects children’s mental health into adulthood.
In a recent study it was concluded that approximately 50% of the UK population have been affected by at least one ACE thus, making it highly likely that officers will encounter a person affected on a regular basis                                (Bellis et al., 2014). With such a high prevalence of ACE’s in the UK, and particularly in the deprived parts of South Wales, it is essential that police officers have a good understanding of ACE’s. The majority of respondents to the questionnaire answered that they were aware of hoe ACE’s impact on a victim’s mental health, with only a small amount unsure. This could be attributed to the greater amount of training given to officers in recent years, especially as just over a third of respondents have entered the police force within the last five years.


5.3 To explore the likelihood of children and young adults exposed to ACE’s becoming known to police and criminal justice services.

As outlined in the literacy review chapter, research was reviewed into children affected by ACE’s becoming involved in the criminal justice system.
Research conducted by Bangor University involving prolific child offenders has backed up the idea that ACE’s can lead to children becoming involved in criminality. 
The research found that 48% had witnessed family violence; 55% had experience of abuse or neglect; 79% had social services involvement (Glendening et al.,2019).
This paper was also considered the thoughts and perspectives of South Wales police officers through the 50 respondents to the questionnaire.
With 88% of officers stating that they have a good understanding of what ACE’s are and 80% having had dealings with vulnerable children the remainder of the questionnaire was relevant to around 80% of respondents. This has allowed this technique of data collection to potentially garner significant insight from nearly all of the respondents.

5.4 The partnership between police and other agencies to help children and what can be learned.
Question 9 of the survey sent to officers asks if officers feel supported by Children’s Services/Social Services when attending a child concern call. Worryingly only 4% of respondents felt supported by other services. 60% commented that they only sometimes had adequate support. 
There have been a number of high profile cases in recent times where public sector agencies have failed children. Two of these children are Victoria Climbie and Peter and Peter Connolly. 
The inquiry into the Climbie murder by Lord Laming, in 2003, found a failure of services from health care to police, social services to housing for failing to spot the maltreatment of the child (Gov.uk, 2003).
Witnesses during the inquiry revealed that tensions in the police and other agencies not working together to formulate a joined up approach                     (Garrett, 2004).
Lessons were not learned and just a few short years later, in 2007, a further inquiry after the death of Peter Conolly found a similar failure to the Climbie case where a multitude of agency failed to work together to protect a vulnerable child (Department for Education, 2010).
It is important for the safeguarding of children that all services work together to spot the early signs of ACE’s and general maltreatment of children.


5.5 Limitations
I have encountered several limitations whilst investigating the study topic. The first being that the study only relates to a specific group of individuals within South Wales Police, response officers, who are completing the questionnaire. This will have an impact on the study as the number of respondents are limited and specific to a particular role and police force. There will be at least another three to four students also using questionnaires to gather data for their own study. This may mean that officers have several studies at the same time and may pick just one to complete due to time constraints. This could affect the number of responses.
I have also encountered problems while compiling the questionnaire. The platform that I used to compile the study, “Survey Monkey,” has now put many of it’s features behind a “paywall.” This meant that I could only compile a survey that was a maximum of ten questions long. Survey Monkey would also not allow me to format any of the questions in the form of the Likert Scale without payment. 





5.6 Conclusion
This paper has reviewed literature and studies by others and has gathered the thoughts of response police officers from South Wales Police. It is evident from studying literature and from the questionnaire results that the topic of ACE’s has been pushed up the political and social landscapes due to high profile cases that has shocked and horrified the general public.
Almost all respondents to the questionnaire agreed that training in how to deal with the issue of ACE’s was imperative. It is now mandatory that all new recruited police officers are given an ACE’s input before leaving initial training.
This approach also needs to be delivered force wide so that officers who have been in the job for over ten years can benefit from the updated information and techniques in dealing with children.
Another benefit would be to have more information readily available to officers so that a more informed decision can be made when officers are using their powers to take children from an address. This could be in the form of an app or a link on officers work phones.
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