Reviewing evidence, critically analyse the link between poverty and educational attainment 

[image: ]Is poverty having an adverse effect on education?
Analysis of the Millennium Cohort Study showed big differences in cognitive development between children from rich and poor backgrounds at the age of three, and this gap widened by age five. (JRF 2010)
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Is this a pipe dream?
Should poverty be redefined?
Yet there are various ways in which individuals can suffer from deprivation, such as through disability or discrimination, even if you have access to a reasonable level of resources. Hence philosophers such as Amartya Sen and Martha Nussbaum argue that poverty needs to be redefined as ‘capability deprivation’, however it comes about, rather than low income. (JRF 2015)
Is Flying Start reaching the most in need?
IMPROVING OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN AND IT IS WELL DOCUMENTED THAT CHILDREN’S EARLIEST EXPERIENCES HAVE A REAL INFLUENCE ON THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS AS THEY GROW UPLX
 .  INITIATIVES SUCH AS FLYING START HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO GIVE DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN BETTER OPPORTUNITIES FROM AN EARLY AGE, BUT THESE ARE NOT AVAILABLE IN EVERY AREA. MANY CHILDREN AND PARENTS NEED ONGOING SUPPORT TO HELP THEM MAINTAIN EARLY GAINS.
(TACKLING CHILD POVERTY IN WALES 2017)
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Definition of poverty
‘When a person’s resources (mainly their material resources) are not sufficient to meet their minimum needs (including social participation).’ (JRF 2014)
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