Greek Timeline Points
800-700 BC 
Greek colonisation (period) A period of Trade, headlined by Grecian/Hellenic states, notably Athens, who colonized areas where trade was most profitable. Agriculturally prosperous lands were quickly consolidated in South Italy and Sicily. (Forrest 1989:16) The areas first colonized are generally confirmed to be Corinth, Megara, Miletus and Phocaea with Chalcis and Eretria being pioneers as they were the first to go to southern Italy and to the west of the Mediterranean. (Roberts 2005:167) There is mention of some of this colonization in Thucydides who mentions that the ancestors of the Boeotians were driven out of Arne by the Thessalians after the fall of Troy. (Thuc 1.12)

550BC-486BC 
Darius I: A Persian King, notable for his victory at the Ionian Revolt and loss at the Battle of Marathon (Roberts 2005:202) He was persuaded to Invade Greece by his wife Atossa (Hdt 3.134-137), which lead to the beginning of the Greco-Persian wars in the late 490’s BC, when Athens and Sparta refused to submit to a Persian Rule (Cartledge 2003:101)

540-480 
King Leonidas I: Spartan king who reigned 490-480BC after the mysterious death of his brother Cleomenes I. (Roberts 2005:415) He lead the Charge at Thermopylae whislt the majority of Spartans were held back by a religious festival of Carneia (Hdt 7.206) Leonidas fell at the Battle of Thermopalye, after the Persian forces made use of a track in the hills and slaughtered the remaining Spartan forces (Sealey 1997:212)

540BC-478BC 
Gelon: Member of a leading family and Tyrant of Gela after Hippocrates death in 491BC (Rhodes 2010:78). He left half of Gela to his brother, Hieron, and merged the other half with Syracuse, after restoring the exiled aristocracy and becoming a tyrant there. (Roberts 2005:306) Gelon was later approached by the leaders of Athens and Sparta for aid in the 2nd Greco-Persian war but was denied involvement due to his demands of leadership in return for his aid. (Hdt 7.153-163)

528/7BC-514 BC 
Hippias son of Peisistratus: A tyrant of Athens 527-510BC, under his rule, famous temples such as the, temple of Olympian Zeus and the Temple of Athena at the acropolis were created (Roberts 2005:345). His rule later became harsher and more tyrannical after brother Hipparchus’ was assassinated in his place in 514BC (Cartledge 2003:81). After four years he was expelled from Athens and fled to Darius I’st court (Roberts 2005:345) and later guided Persia at Marathon (Hdt 6:102-103)

519-466 BC 
Xerxes: Son of Darius I and Atossa, he was king of Persia from 486BC-465BC and he inherited his ambitions for a campaign in Greece from his father (Roberts 2005:830). He lead the second Greco-Persian war, he defeated the Spartans at Thermopylae, after crossing the Hellespont (Cartledge 2003:119) He later had success at Athens, storming the Acropolis and slaughtering those inside of the sanctuary, (Hdt 8.52-54). Athens then fights against Persia on the island of Salamis, due to being unfamiliar with the narrow waterways and being unable to swim the Persian numbers decline and Xerxes and his army are forced back to Persia (Hdt 8.113)

508/7 BC 
Cleisthenes’ reforms: Series of reforms used by Cleisthenes to gain popularity over Isagorus, and by the 5th century he would be seen as the father of democracy, due to these reforms. (Roberts 2005:156) The aim of the reforms was to abolish political importance based on birth and wealth by creating voting ‘tribes’ within Attica (Whibley 1901:446) He was considered a benevolent tyrant and his work was continued by his grandson (Hdt.5.66-69)

506/7 
Ostracism Law: The law w should be as created as a way to exile citizens form the City of Athens for 10 years. Each year there was a vote whether an ostracism should be held, The votes were cast on fragments of Pottery. (Roberts 2005:523) For an ostracism to be valid an individual needed at least 6,000 votes. And the individual with the most votes was exiled. (Sealy 2010:164) The ostracism law was Implemented by Cleisthenes (Aristot. Const. Ath. 22.1)

494BC – 429BC 
Pericles the Athenian: Athenian aristocrat who became one of the most popular leaders of Athens after Ephialtes. He would be viewed as the most distinguished leaders by Plutarch, who famously gave him a speech about the fallen soldiers of the Peloponnesian War. (Roberts 2005:548) He also pushed for importance of the arts and tapped the treasury to fund projects throughout the city (Rhodes 2010:53-54) He later used money from the Treasury to rebuild the Acropolis, and the Parthenon (Plut. Per. 12) 

490BC – 323BC 
Classical period: The beginning of the classical period was in 490, when the Greeks claimed victory over the Persians in the battle of Marathon (Pomeroy 2004:6) This Period contained the points from which centuries of tension stemmed from, and contained what was considered to be some of the greatest wars of the Hellenic world (Thuc 1.1) The period allowed for Hellenic culture to spread across the territories of the Persian empire and it ended with the death of Alexander the great in 323/4. (Dillon & Garland 2013: 575)

490BC 
Battle of Marathon: Persia fought against the Athens in the first battle of the Greco-Persian war. Athenian forces are estimated about 10,000 men, and Persian forces double that. (Roberts 2005:448) Spartan forces arrived late, only 2,000 men due to a religious festival. (Cartledge 2003:102) Grecian went to battle due to Miltiades convincing Callimachus to go to war after a stalemate vote. (Hdt 6.109-110) The Persian forces lost an estimated6,400 men, whilst Grecian casualties only numbered at 192 (Hdt 6.117-118)

484 – 425BC
Herodotus: Historian from Halicarnassus made his histories in an effort to make sure the events would not be forgotten in time. (Hdt 1.1) He is known as one of the most valuable historians of the archaic period and is known for being the first literary evidence of recording History. (Sealy 2010:3-4) He has had different levels of appreciation through the century’s, Plutarch viewed him as a liar and a story teller whilst modern Historians understand the impact of creating such a cohesive narrative of the time. (Roberts 2005:338-340)

480BC
Battle of Himera: Occurred after Terillus was expelled as tyrant leader Theron of Acragas. Terillus appealed to Carthage, but the expedition was defeated Himera (Roberts 2005:344) After the battle a successful alliance continued between Gellon and Theron, even with marriage between the two families. (Rhodes 2010:78) The surviving Carthaginians soldiers left from the battle were enslaved by Gelon (Plat L.7)

480BC
Battle of Thermopylae: 6,00 – 7,000 Greeks lead by Leonidas King of Sparta attempted to hold back the encroaching Persian Forces (Roberts 2005:755) The Spartans held their position for two days, but eventually the Persians heard of a track that lead over the Hills towards Thermopylae and slaughtered the men that guarded it. (Hdt. 7.210-214) Leonidas received a few hours warning of the Persian approach, allowing some men to flee, he remained for a third day of fighting where he was overcome after which the Grecian fleet withdrew from Artemisium. (Sealey 1997:212)

480BC
Battle of Salamis: A naval battle fought between the Persians, and its allies, against mainland Greece. The battle took place on the narrow waterways surrounding the Island of Salamis. (Roberts 2005:673) It was well-known for being clumsy and lacking in tactical manoeuvring (Hornblower 2002:190) Lead by Themistocles, Athenian ships drove the Persians back to Phalerum, where they had the protection of the army, where the Persians dispatched news of their defeat at Salamis (hdt 8.82-100)

479BC
Battle of Plataea: Battle which finished Xerxes attempts to conquer Greece (Roberts 2005:574) Xerxes had already returned to Persia, but the commander Mardonius remained in Greece and through the use of cavalry tactics he pushed Grecian forces south towards Asposus and raided supply train. (Sealey 1997:224) Pausanias defeated and killed Mardonius (Plt.83.3) a few days later during the clash at Plataea.

479BC 
Battle of Mykale: The Hellenic League gathered and lead by Leotychides, fought the Persians on Mt Mykale (Sealy :225-6) The Greeks Followed the Persians to Mykale across the beach and forced the Persians to retreat within the protection of their barricade. (Hdt 9.102) The Spartans were on of the major forces in winning the battle of Mykale, and their victory here would cause later contention in the Peloponnesian war (Cartledge 2003:131-3) 

465BC
Helot Revolt at Ithome: City of Messene was a chief centre of resistance for the Helots against Sparta. (Roberts 2005:377) After an earthquake struck the Spartans, who saw it as the wrath of Poseidon, Helots revolted in reaction the oppression the Spartans placed them under and the murder of Helots at the who claimed sanctuary at the shine of Poseidon (Cartledge 2003:138-9) The length of the revolt is unknown, but it is recorded to have lasted between 4 to 10 years (Thuc. 1.101-4)

460sBC 
Ephialtes the Athenian: Overturned the constitution and implemented an undiluted democracy in Athens (Plut. Cim. 15.2). Little is known of Ephialtes, but he was the leading opponent to Cimon and resisted sending help to the Spartans in the 460’sB.C. Helot revolt. (Roberts 2005:257) With the support of Pericles he ostracised Cimon and implemented the Council of Areopagus, but was later assassinated (Rhodes 2010:40-4)

460BC - 445BC
First Peloponnesian War: Struggle between Athens and Corinth, Sparta plays a minor role on the Corinthian side, and it was ended by the Thirty Years Peace (Roberts 2005:546) After Athens formed an alliance, with Megara, it began to form the Delian League. Corinth, an ally of Sparta demanded that Sparta intervene, but the embassy sent was ignored, and Sparta was still dealing with rebellions. (Rhodes 2010:47-51) The peace made with Sparta cost Athens Nisaea, Pegae, Trozen and Achaea. (Thuc 1.115)

460BC – 360BC 
Thucydides: Historian and author of the History of the Peloponnesian war. He was Athenian Born and served as a general for Athens in 424BC but was Exiled after the failed Embassy to Artaxerxes of Persia. (Roberts 2005:760-2) He recorded the events of the Peloponnesian wars due to his belief that the events held great Historical and Military importance. (Thuc 1.1) He is renowned for his scientific approach to history, and his scepticism towards religion, whilst still maintaining a belief in morality. (Rhodes 2010:216)

460-454BC 
Egyptian Expedition by Athens: Athens was called to aid the Lybian King Inaros in the revolt against the Persian king Artaxerxes. They abandoned their current campaign against Cyprus and sailed 200 ships towards the Nile. (Thuc 1.104) This aid, despite its considerable losses, helped slow the Persian invasion of Egypt on both land and sea,(Rhodes 2010:51) however ships were lost and expedition considered a failure. The exact number of ships is disputed to be much less, by modern Historians, than Thucydides notes. The actual number of ships lost is believed to be closer to fifty. (Libourel 1971:605)

444BC – 360BC
Agesilaus of Sparta: Spartan King who succeeded the throne with the aid of his former lover Lysander. He was the first Spartan king to campaign in Asia and there declared his aim to Liberate Greece from the Persian Oppressors. (Roberts 2005:17) he campaigned in Asia Minor, Boeotia and Corinth and He died on his way home to Sparta from Egypt at the age of 84. (Plut.Ages.40) His death is considered a disappointing end to a reign that saw the pinnacle of Sparta’s power (Cartledge 2003:222)

443/6BC
Foundation of Thurii: Greek colony founded in Southern Italy on the site of Sybaris and served as an Athenian colony. (Roberts 2005:763). The Sybarites fought with the Hellenic settlers’ due to them taking more land of the country than was agreed. (Aristot. Pol. 5.1303a) The colony was visited by many ostracised Grecians, and even Herodotus was a supposed settler (Rhodes 2010:74)

436-338BC 
Isocrates: Composed speeches for clients in the beginning of the fourth century, but later opened a school of rhetoric in Athens and taught there till 351. Some of his speeches are relevant to social or political events, but due to lack of context and original medium, some are difficult to interpret (Sealy 2010:6) One of his pupils was Timotheus who was an Athenian general whose aggressive policies’ helped drive Athens revolt in the Social War (Rhodes 2010:250) Due to his speaches often being made for clients, or being made with hindsight his opinion on matters seems to publicly and frequently change. One such example is his opinion on the peace betwwen Sparta and Athens. (Isoc. 12 106) 

432BC – 367BC 
Dionysius I: Tyrant of Syracuse He conquered many cities in Syracuse and defeated the numerous Carthaginian revolts against him (Roberts 2005:229) He was known for making Syracuse one of the greatest Hellenic States. (Isoc. 3.23) Although he was viewed as a vicious and cruel leader he patronized improvements in artillery and other military attributes. (Cartledge 2003:215) 

431-421BC 
Archidamian War: The first part of the Peloponnesian war, It was named after the Spartan king Archidamus II. The Athenians came close to a total victory, but the diplomatic mistakes of Athens meant that Sparta was allowed a second chance at redemption in the Declan/Ionian War (livius.org 2017) The Spartans held great contempt for their king, due to the lack of booty and progress in Battle. (Thuc.2.18-9) The Athenian King returned to attack Athens a great many times, and his son Agis II took over after his death, and thus the War was named after his lineage (Cartledge 2003:150)

422BC 
Battle of Amphipolis: The Athenians, led by Cleon, attacked The Spartan Brasida’s base on Amphipolis. Seeing the Athenian approach, Brasidas attacked the enemy when they turned back to Eion, gaining him victory. (Rhodes 2010:118) Thucydides fought against Brasidas and organised the failed defence of Eion for Athens. (Thuc. 4.107) Its importance to both sides were due to its strategic costal positions and its commercial wealth in ship-making timber (Roberts 2005:34)

418BC 
Battle of Mantinea: The first Battle of Mantinea was the clash of an Athens coalition against Sparta. The battle was defined as the ‘classic’ hoplite battle. (Roberts 2005:447) Thucydides describes in detail each side’s tactical decisions even including how the Spartans moved forwards in time to war drums to keep their approach slow and methodical. (Thuc 5.70) The battle was hard fought on both sides, but due to the new forces and tactics aiding to the Spartans, The Athenians eventually lost. (Cartledge 2003:180)

417BC 
Last ostracism: Damon Hyperbolus was the last victim of ostracism, despite the law authorizing it still being in force thought the 4th BC (Roberts 2005:523) 6,000 votes would have been needed against a single individual to make a valid ostracism. It is theorised that the two other candidates for ostracism, Alcibiades and Nicias conspired against Hyperbolus so they would not be ostracised. (Sealy 1997:353). Although this is the last officially recorded ostracism, Aristotle hints that it was used another three times in 4th BC (Aristot. Const. Ath. 43.5)

416BC 
Melian Expedition: Following a failed campaign in 426BC Athens lead a campaign to Melos during the Peloponnesian war. After the Melians refused to submit, the Athenians slaughtered all the men and enslaved the women and children. (Roberts 2005:466) The Melians resisted in expectation of assistance from Sparta, however no such aid came (Sealy 1997:251) The Athenians sailed to Melos with thirty ships of their own alongside six from Chios and two from the isle of Lesbos (Thuc 5.84)

415BC – 413BC 
Sicilian Expedition: Second Athenian intervention into Syracuse, ended in utter failure. (Roberts 2005:703) Thucydides reports that the Athenians were sceptical of the general Alcibiades, due to his apparent desire to become a tyrant (Thuc 6.9-10) The night before the ships were to launch, statues of Hermes were mutilated, known as the Hermokopidae affair. The expedition was viewed by many as doomed. (Sealey 1997:353)

415BC 
Hermokopidae Affair: On the night before the Sicilian expedition, multiple statues of Hermes were mutilated, and Alcibiades was accused of being involved, alongside other religious scandals. (Roberts 2005:24) All the stone statues in Athens, of Hermae, were cut around the face and no one knew who had committed the act. (Thucydides 6.27) The Mutilations were seen as a bad omen for the expedition to Sicily, but it is thought to have been masterminded by conspirators against Alcibiades. (Sealy 1997:354)

413-399BC 
Archelaus of Macedon: King of Macedon he gained the throne by murder and was assassinated by two male lovers (Roberts 2005:58) He was noted for having built fortresses, straight roads, reorganizing the cavalry and arming the infantry. (Thuc 2.100) Archelaus was known to be consistently pro-Athenian, and the ships and knowledge of maritime warfare he gained from Athens helped solidify him as one of Macedons great leaders. (Rhodes 2010:138)

413BC
Conquest of Decelea: Spartan King Agis II occupied Decelea as this allowed main control of one of the main roads to Attica (livius.org 2005) The Spartans conquered the city due to Athens focus On Sicily and Agis remained there until the end of the war. (Rhodes 2010:147) Agis would later use this polis and a strategic route to build and launch ships (Thuc 8.3)

411BC
Revolution of the 400: An oligarchic council set up to rule Athens. Initially Alcibides offered to set up Persian negotiations if such a system was constructed, however the negotiations failed, and the 400 oligarchs were discarded within the year. Afterwards 5,000 men were then chosen to rule after multiple prominent democrats were murdered (Roberts 2005:295) The 400 were deposed as they could no longer agree with the Spartan demands. (Rhodes 2010:153) Thucydides describes how the Four Hundred were worried that 5,000 individuals were too much like democracy and that this would result in no decisions ever being made. (Thuc 8.92)

406BC 
Carthage takes over Acragas: The Syracusans asked for aid from Acragas to fight against Hannibal of Corinth. As the troops chased after The Corinthians, Hannibal turned around and attacked the weakened city, capturing it. (Rhodes 2010:313) The Inhabitants were killed, and the city walls were torn down. Eventually troops arrived from the command of Syracuse and the Carthaginians abandoned the attack. (Diod. 13.59-60) The City was most likely of interest as it was one of the largest and richest cites that supplied to the Carthaginians enemies. (Roberts 2005:3)

406BC 
Battle of Arginusae: Battle on the small island of Arginusae between the Athenian and Spartan fleets. (Roberts 2005:65) The Spartan fleet was defeated by the Athenian fleet, due to fewer having triremes and bad omens from a seer whilst sacrificing before battle. (Pult. Sayings. Callicratidas) The Peloponnesians were able to scatter after they realised the battle was lost and only lost a couple of ships to the Athenians (Thuc. 8.105)

404BC 
Athens loses the Peloponnesian War: Spartans won the battle at Aegospotami near the Hellespont in 405, where he cought the Athenian fleet unawares. He slaughtered many, and the survivors he cut off their hands and feet and left them to starve in the streets of Athens. (Cartledge 2003.189) Lysander ent on to capture Byzantyum and Calcheon, who dismissed their Athenian garrison as part of a truce agreement. (Sealy 1997:377) This defeat and domination by Sparta marked the end of the pelopenisian war, And in exchange for food and peace the Athenians Kept no more than 10 dhips and tore down the ‘long walls’ (Diod. 13.107) 

404BC – 403BC
30 Tyrants: Ater Athes defat in the Second Peloponnesian war, Lysander set up 30 tyrants to run the Athenian government. (Roberts 2005:758) Lysander achieved this surrender through the use of threats to kill all those outside of the wall of Athens to create starvation panic and desperation. (Plut.Lysander.13-7) Eventually democracy was restored to Athens as the 30 Tyrants were deemed ineffectual and overly harsh. The Spartans allowed this democracy under strict supervision (Cartledge 2013:190)

395-387BC 
Corinthian War: A combination of Athens, Thebes, Corinth, Persia and others fought against Sparta and the Spartan expansionism that had progressed since the end of the second Peloponnesian war. (Roberts 2005:183) The battle of Cnidus was a major defeat for Sparta from the Persia fleet (Cartledge 2003:200-1) The Spartans eventually declared a peace with the coalition, upon realising they couldn’t battle a Persian funded attack. The Peace was known as the Kings Peace due to the ‘great Kings’ involved. (Plut Agesilaus.23)

387BC 
King's Peace: Epoch-making arrangement imposed by King Artaxerxes II of Persia. This agreement ended the Corinthian war, and established spheres of influence for Athens, Sparta and Persia. (Roberts 2005:398) The peace is sometimes referred to at the ‘Peace of Antalcidas’ due to the prominent role and financial support Antalcidas had from Persia. (Cartledge 2003:204) The peace resulted in the Greeks becoming ‘indignant’ and the Spartans ‘angry’, due the surprising support Agesilaus had for the agreement. (Plut Agesilaus.23)

395BC 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Death of Lysander of Sparta: Upon Lysander’s death the Spartans paid many Honours to their King, and even fined the men who refused to marry his daughters because Lysander held no wealth of his own. (Plut Lysander.30) Lysander was known for being impervious to the charms of riches and therefore was found to be poor upon his death, having neglected the excess booty from the multiple wars he had fought in. (Cartledge 2003:201) His Influence on Sparta continued after his death and lead Sparta to support Agesilaus, Lysander’s’ former lover and notable general, to become King (Roberts 2005:439)

384BC – 322BC 
Demosthenes the Orator: Known as the greatest Athenian Orator, studied rhetoric (Roberts 2005:218-9) He was known for his unpleasant mannerisms, even having the nickname of Argas which some poets call snakes. This was in relation to his apparent distressing way of speaking. (Plut. Dem. 4.5) his previous mocking for his poor speech made him work, not only on arguments, but also at delivery.  He publicly argued against many individuals, most notably Phillip II, who he publicly encouraged many Hellenic states not to trust in the Corinthian League (Hornblower 2002:276-9)

384BC – 322BC 
Aristotle: Famous philosopher in the 4th Centaury. He was part of the medical guild of Asclepiads and a court physician to Amyntas II. He later became a tutor to Phillip II of Macedon’s son, Alexander the great. (Roberts 2005:69) He studied politics in great detail and complied information on many different political constitutions across the Mediterranean. (Sealy 1997:4) This knowledge would have been of great use to Alexander the great and the notes here can clearly show the beginnings of alexanders capabilities as a ruler. (Aristot. Pol. 1.1252a)

382-336BC
Phillip II: King of Macedon he had witnessed civil war in his youth which had nearly destroyed the Kingdom. Upon his accession he declared that he would save Macedon from dismemberment from outside forces. (Roberts 2005:559) His first attack was on Amphipolis in an attempt to expand his land beyond that of his predecessor. Although this successful siege gave him a position for communications by land and sea, the capture had a negative effect on relations with Athens. (Sealy 1997:443) Diodorus is perhaps thw most detailed source on Phillip II, this is most likely due to Diodorus’ favourable account of Macedon, often describing his victories in great detail and honouring him as a great King (Diod. 16.8)

376-355BC 
Foundation of the Second Athenian League: A maritime defensive alliance-system made to ensure that Sparta respected the agreement to freedom made in the King’s Peace. (Roberts 2005:687) The foundation of this League is noted in steps by Diodorus including the appeals of the Athenians to the Lacedaemonians and other Polis including Chios and Byzantium. (Diod. 15.28) The Spartan reaction to the alliance was divided if unanimously opposed. Whilst a diplomatic embassy was sent to Athens, the Spartans also readied for battle. Eventually peace was made due to the growing power of the Thebans (Sealy 1997:410-414)

371BC 
Battle of Leuktra: Sparta and Athens were ready to make peace after Sparta had failed to re-assert dominance in the northwest waters and the growing dominance of Thebes began to concern both parties. (Sealy 1997:419) The Battle was fought by the Spartans against Boetia. The battle started with a clash of cavalry, an unusual event that caused chaos and confusion amongst the Spartan ranks. the Spartan King Cleombrotus was mortally wounded, and his body was recovered from the battlefield midst two centuries of fallen Spartiates. (Roberts 2005:417) Cleombrotus was widely blamed for the defeat at Leuctra, and this defeat marked an end to Spartan dominance in ancient Greece. (Isoc. 6.9)

366BC-360BC 
Satrap's Revolt: the Egyptians decided to resist the Persian King, having recruited many Grecian mercenary’s, Tachos the King of Egypt convinced the Spartans to fight alongside him. (Diod. 15.90) This was the first time that the Spartans had acted in an anti-Persian way since the Kings Peace. (Hornblower 2002:228) The revolt didn’t end unrest with Egypt and Artexerxes III eventually re-captured Egypt in 343 in a series of attacks. (Rickard 2015)

362BC 
Battle of Mantineia II: The Mantinean faction of the Peloponnesian League was strong and powerful enough to make peace between Arcadia and Elis, but the disagreement developed into an open war. (Rhodes 2010:235) Boeotian’s took the side of Arcadia, and the Spartans sided with Elis, alongside Mantinea and Athens. This marked the transition between the traditional Hoplite battle to a more sophisticated warfare. The tactics used here mixed ‘heavy’ infantry with other types of troops. (Roberts 2005:447) Despite the battle, both sides claimed to have won, and the dispute wasn’t settled. Xenophon notes that despite the opportunity to rectify this situation, the peace only garnered more confusion and indecisiveness. (Xen. Hell. 7.5.27)

357BC – 355BC 
Social War: Athenians battled the rebels in Byzantium, setting sail with a fleet of sixty ships, they battled at Chios. The Athenians lost, and the rebels gained more allies. (Sealy 1997:438-9) Athenians were for the first time in many years, show to have inadequate tactics on the battle field, and was forced to recall their general, Chares from the Battle. (Hornblower 2002:266-7) Diodorus’ account described how Chares fined his men for losing the battle, declaring that they deliberately shirked the sea-fight (Diod. 16.21)

356-323BC
Alexander the great: Crown Prince of Macedon he was taught by Aristotle (Roberts 2005:26) Phillip II had been killed in July of 336BC, Alexander took the throne at 20 years old. He killed all opposition to his throne, including Cleopatra, his father’s second wife, and her young child. He almost immediately began attacking Greece after hearing rumours of rebellion in Cadmea. (Rhodes 2010:389) He accomplished many successes in battle, for such a young ruler. There were apparent omens right before Alexanders death, but he paid no head to the oracles advice and he died suddenly afterwards. (Diod. 17.118)

356BC – 346BC 
Third Sacred War: Began as a dispute between Thebes and Phocis over the cultivation of Sacred land by Phocis, however most Grecian powers eventually became involved. (Rickard 2016) In 355 the Amphictyony formally declared a sacred war against Phoecia. There was a point where it was generally considered that Thebes had won, but Onomarchus convinced Phocis to continue fighting. There was a later battle of the Crocus Field and the Phocians were defeated. (Rhodes 2010:342-3) During this time Philip continued to capture Pagasae and advanced to Thermopylae but was stopped by Athens. (Diod. 16.31-5)



338BC – 337BC 
League of Corinth: A league of nations that gathered and swore an oath not to overthrow the Kingdom of Philp or his descendants, or the constitution which the participants joined. (Rhodes 2010:357-8) The league was made to create a common peace treaty between all Greeks, and to declare war on the Persians to punish them on behalf of all the Grecian temples that were desecrated (Diod. 16.89) The purpose was to create relations for Philip with all the Greek States and the military obligations of each signatories was determined by size (Roberts 2005:182-3)

338BC 
Battle of Chaeronea: Hostilities between Macedon and Athens came to a head, at Chaeronea, after Philip had conquered Phocis. (Pomeroy 2004:264) This battle displayed the size and brutality that battles in the classical world had grown to. This battle between Phillip of Macedon against the Greeks of Chaeronea had around 30,000 troops on each side. (Price 1989:320) Philip won the battle due to his mastery of the battle field and his ability to not let vindictiveness cloud his judgement in battle. (Plb. 5.10)

335BC 
Cadmea affair: Cadmea had previously had a garrison installed by Philip II, during his reign. (Sealy 1997:490) After his death it was used to hide rebels from Thebes and this resulted in a revolt against Alexander. The garrison was destroyed by Alexander the Great, along with the city of Thebes as a warning to any other Greek states who might start a rebellion against him. (Dillon & Garland 2013:535) Alexander readied an attack in three days, although the initial struggle was evenly matched, the Macedonians broke through the city walls and slaughtered everyone inside (Diod. 17.11-12)

241BC 
Sicily becomes Roman: Sicily was known for being a prosperous land all throughout the fourth Century. Herodotus noted that Syracuse alone could have funded a war against Persia (Hdt 7.158) making it a highly desirable and profitable land. After the First Punic War Sicily became part of the Roman sphere of influence. The island experienced taxes under the rule of its two quaestors. (Livius.org 2017) Despite the new imposed system, under Roman rule Sicily was quite independent for a few centuries, before larger taxes and slavery became abundant in the province (Roberts 2005:703)



207BC 
Battle of Mantineia III: A war between the Spartan Tyrant King Machanidas against the Achaeans. Once Philopoemen heard that Machanidas had captured Mantineia he immediately led forces against him. Both sides contained mercenaries, however due to the overzealous Spartan soldiers, a gap was created in their ranks, which Philopoemen took advantage of. Machanidas had led a pursuit of the Achaeans leaving his infantry to be slaughtered. Upon his return to the battle his horse attempted to jump across a ditch, that separated him from the battle, where he got stuck and was speared by Philopoemen. (Plut. Phil. 10) To commemorate Philopoemen, the Achaeans created a brass statue of the death of Machanidas at Delphi. (Smith 1873: machanidas-bio-1) The Spartans may have lost their battle and their King, but they were freed from their Despot (Paus. 8.50)
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