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[bookmark: _Toc218876933]Component 1 – Development of Academic Skills (500 words)
(Personal experience must NOT be included in this component)

Source 1
Noreen Kassam January 17th 2020 The opportunities and challenges for online learning in higher education.
This source was accessed through google.


Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
· Currency: This source is current as it was published in january 2020. Although there are more recent sources, i have found that this source is current.
· Relevance: Relevance is high because it talks about the digital era, in particular the challenges and opportunities.
· Authority: Authority is good due to the author's research.
· Accuracy: Accuracy is good due to the authors research and referencing, and also throughout the source, it contained in-text citations. 
· Purpose: Purpose is to highlight the opportunities and challenges for online learning in higher education.


Source 2
Yumei zou, Florence Kuek,Wenqin Feng, Xiaoli Cheng (2025) Digital learning in the 21st century: Trends challenges and innovations in technology integration
This source was accessed through google
Using the CRAAP Test, briefly evaluate:
· Currency: The source is current as it was published in 2025, which is only a year ago, so it highlights how recent the information is.
· Relevance: The source is relevant because it discusses challenges in the digital era 
· Authority: Authority is good due to research
· Accuracy: Accuracy is good due to the authors research and referencing, and throughout the source, it contained in-text citations.
· Purpose: Purpose is to highlight the challenges of digital learning

Both sources share the belief that staff engagement is a big challenge in this academic era, some staff are less supportive in changing their existing use of learning technologies, they also agree that sustainability is a challenge, they have been used to using technology from previous years and and lack the skills to change to other technologies which in turn affects the students ability to learn new skills, by working together and getting extra training in this can be changed and would be a better environment for all.

Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity (100–120 words)
Using ONLY the two sources above:
· 
· One key opportunity for students in the digital era:
(Both must be supported by academic evidence.)

Component 2 will be about the challenges and opportunities and how to work on changing these for the better for students 
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	2.2.2026

	Draft first section
	10.6.2026

	Complete first draft
	

	Final editing
	



Reference List – Component 1
(Harvard style, alphabetical order. Only sources used in Component 1
[bookmark: _Toc218876934]Component 2 – Application of Academic Skills (1,000 Word Report)
(Personal experiences must NOT be included in this component)
Introduction (100–150 words)
· Introduce digital learning in higher education
· Explain why understanding challenges and opportunities is important
· Outline the structure of this report
Challenges for Students in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
· Identify one or two key challenges
· Support with recent academic sources
· Explain why these challenges impact academic success
· Link discussion to academic skills taught in class
Opportunities in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
· Identify one or two opportunities provided by digital tools
· Support with academic literature
· Critically evaluate effectiveness (not description)
· Link discussion to classroom learning
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed (200–250 words)
Propose THREE strategies students can use to succeed.
For EACH strategy:
· What is the strategy?
· Which academic skill does it develop?
· How does it address challenges or opportunities?
· What academic evidence supports it?
Conclusion (100–150 words)
· Summarise key challenges and opportunities
· Summarise the three strateg




[image: ]
[image: ]


image2.png
Digital Academic Skills

Problem Solving
Problem solving assists students in
identifying and analysing issues in
order to rectify them.

How students can apply this skill:

+  Identifythe main cause of the
problem.

+ Developa plan to prevent future

problems

+  Breakdown a complex problem ints

simple parts for easier solving.

Online Security and Safety
Measures
Online security and safety measures
ensure the protection of students and
their data across all platforms.
How students can apply this skill:
+ Students can use passwords for
security to protect accounts.
« Itisalsoimportant for students to
secure all Wi-Fi networks.
+ Upto date software should also be
used.
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Good communication skills between
students ensures increased efficiency and
helps them to reach a large audience.
How students can apply this skill:

+ Workwith others online to encourage

teamwork.
* Increased collaboration
through video conferences for discussion
* Create accurate and clear work in order to
beinclusive to all audiences.





image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




image3.png
Digital Academic Skills

Problem Solving
Problem solving assists students in
identifying and analysing issues in
order to rectify them.

How students can apply this skill:

+  Identifythe main cause of the
problem.

+ Developa plan to prevent future

problems

+  Breakdown a complex problem ints

simple parts for easier solving.

Online Security and Safety
Measures
Online security and safety measures
ensure the protection of students and
their data across all platforms.
How students can apply this skill:
+ Students can use passwords for
security to protect accounts.
« Itisalsoimportant for students to
secure all Wi-Fi networks.
+ Upto date software should also be
used.

o)
[0}

Good communication skills between
students ensures increased efficiency and
helps them to reach a large audience.
How students can apply this skill:

+ Workwith others online to encourage

teamwork.
* Increased collaboration
through video conferences for discussion
* Create accurate and clear work in order to
beinclusive to all audiences.





