Student #: 2102969
Module: Peoples, Present Societies: Research Methods and Skills (HPHI7016)
Seminar Tutor: Dr. Harriett Webster


Archival Exercise:
Aberaeron

I first chose Aberaeron as the topic for my exercise as it is where I currently live and therefore I had some idea of the town’s history. However, I looked at this from the perspective of someone who might be wanting to research deeper into the town’s history and how daily life within Aberaeron during the late 1800s and early 1900s might have been. I began by searching for archives within Wales that would be more likely to contain information on the town and came across the National Library of Wales Archive as well as Ceredigion’s local archive. 
Both archives were relatively simple to navigate as both had a search bar readily available to quickly find if there were any appropriate sources. However, though I did find enough sources for this assignment, none were digitized and if anyone were actively wanting to access these documents, they would most likely need to contact the archivist to check availability and physically visit the archives to access them. 
	The sources found through the Ceredigion Archive were a mix of personal accounts as well as records that were more community focused. This included health records, parochial records which also included mentions of protest happening in 1912 within them, town business records, and school magazines. This selection would allow for a deeper insight into the different facets of daily life that citizens of Aberaeron were confronted with whether it be disputes, health concerns, finances, or education. 
	The sources found through searching the National Library of Wales’s archive directory were similar in that they were made up of personal accounts and public records. The newspaper and press cuts would have information and examples of any events actively affecting the community at the time, and the personal accounts would allow for a look into what individuals may have thought or felt about the town. The records of the Aberaeron Club, which seemed to be a fixture in the town for a long period of time, would also give a view into some aspects of community morality. 

Aberystwyth
	Ceredigion Archives
	DYC/ED/18 (Y Ddolen / The Link - the Aberaeron School magazine, 1907-2007)

Aberystwyth
	Ceredigion Archives
	ANR/HE (Health Records, 1873-1958)
Aberystwyth
	Ceredigion Archives
	[GB 0212] ADX/388 (Aberaeron Union Relieving Officer's diary, 1876-1877)
Aberystwyth
	Ceredigion Archives
	[GB 0212] ANR (Records of Aberaeron Rural District Council, 1873-1974)
Aberystwyth
	Ceredigion Archives
	[GB 0212] CPR/ABE (Aberaeron Parochial Records, 1847-1998)

Aberystwyth
The National Library of Wales
NLW MS 616D (The Aberaeron Club, 1795-1849)
Aberystwyth
The National Library of Wales
240-251 (Accounts of Mr William Griffiths, Aberaeron, son of the Rev. Wm Griffiths, 1788-1861)
Aberystwyth
The National Library of Wales
GB 0210 MSABERAE (Aberaeron manuscripts, 18-19 cent.)
Aberystwyth
The National Library of Wales
8-9 (Two large books of press cuttings containing articles relating mainly to Aberaeron, 1873-1931)
Aberystwyth
The National Library of Wales
NLW MS 18857D (A volume of newspaper cuttings mainly relating to Aberaeron, 1887-1963)

	Since the chosen topic was highly focused and location based, finding sources that would work for this exercise wasn’t difficult, however the lack of digitization was frustrating. The Ceredigion Archive, for example, did not have any readily available digital copies of documents found within their directory highlighting the difficulty researchers could face when trying to find information. People with limited mobility issues or those unable to travel for other reasons would not be able to access the information in any capacity. This could cause issues for not only researchers, but for someone trying to find out information on the history of their family’s properties or some similar non-academic case. The National Library of Wales also had this issue despite being a larger archive. This shows the need for digitization on both local and national scales, and that this is a problem many archives need to address. 
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