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• Start to consider the some of the 
purposes of education in the 21st

century
• Take a brief look at 5 key 

philosophies of education
• Start to develop a personal 

philosophy of education
• Share ideas from pre-programme 

activities.



What is the purpose 
of education?





Share 
your 

ideas.







Developing a Philosophy of Education

• Philo – ‘love’
• Sophos – ‘wisdom’





 What is the purpose of education?
 What content and skills should schools 

teach?
 How should schools teach this content?
 What are the proper roles for teachers 

and students?
 How should learning be measured?



Conversations in the 
staffroom:



I am so excited! This new charter school can be just 
what we need, a chance to raise our test scores and 
re-establish a positive reputation for the quality of 
public education! It’s all about tough standards and 
high test scores. Let’s face it, we are competing in a 

global economy, against nations whose students 
outscore ours on the standardized tests that matter. 

It’s embarrassing. I’d love to see a strict code of 
conduct, demanding maths, science, and humanities 
courses, and no silly electives. It’s all about rigorous 

standards!

Jack



Jack, you and I both would like to teach in a more 
rigorous schools, but the truth is I am fed up with 

testing. I’ll tell you a secret: I don’t much care 
whether South Korean kids or those at the Country 

Day School score better than us on those silly 
multiple-choice tests. Kids thirst for meaningful 

ideas. The school I envision would focus on classic 
works of literature and art. How about a school 

where we discuss great books like Moby Dick, The 
Old Man and the Sea, Plato’s Republic, and Homer’s 
Iliad? I want to create students who know not only 
how to read but who want to read, and best of all, 

know how to think.

Elin



I agree with Elin that we need to move beyond today’s 
tyranny of testing, but Hemingway and Homer are not 

the answers. Our job as teachers is to make certain that 
our students can do well in the real world. When I was 
in eighth grade, my class took a three-week train trip 

throughout the Midwest. We researched and planned 
where to go; figured out how to read train schedules; 

used maps; and ended up learning maths, history, 
geography, and writing. Talk about an integrated 

curriculum! I want students to learn how to solve real-
world problems, not just answer test questions or 

discuss books.

Mark



At last, reality! But there are more pressing 
social needs than a train trip. I want students to 

do more than simply fit into society; I want 
them to leave the world a better place than 
they found it. One out of five U.S. children is 

born into poverty. I want to teach kids to make a 
difference. Rather than insulate them from real-

world problems, we should help our kids 
develop a social conscience and the political 

skills needed to improve our society. Teaching in 
a socially responsible charter school would be 

my dream.

Jon



Everyone in this room has been trying to design 
a charter school backward. Let’s set aside what 

we as teachers want and consider a 
revolutionary idea: building a school based on 
what students want. I would like our charter 
schools staffed by teachers who are skilled in 
facilitating and counselling children to reach 
their personal goals. Believe it or not, I trust 

students, and I would give every child ( even the 
youngest or least-able) an equal voice in 
decision making. We have forgotten the 

purpose of schools: to help students find their 
way.

Cara



Inventory of Philosophy of education



A
Essentialism

(Jack)

B
Perennialism

(Elin)

C
Progressivism

(Mark)

D
Social 

Reconstructionism
(Jon)

E
Existentialism

(Cara)
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Essentialism

Essentialism strives to teach students the accumulated 
knowledge of our civilisation through core courses in the 
traditional academic disciplines. Essentialists aim to instil 

students with the ‘essentials’ of academic knowledge, 
patriotism, and character development. This traditional or 

back-to-basics approach is meant to train the mind, promote 
reasoning, and ensure a common culture in Britain.



Essentialism

William Bagley (1874-1946) believed 
that the major role of the school is to 
produce a literate, intelligent 
electorate; he argued against 
electives while stressing thinking 
skills to help students apply their 
academic knowledge.

E.D.Hirsch (1928 -) established 
the Core Knowledge Foundation 
to develop a prescribed 
curriculum in subject areas, 
including technology.



Perennialism

Perennialism is a cousin of essentialism. Both advocate teacher-centred classrooms. 
Both tolerate little flexibility in the curriculum. Both implement rigorous standards. 

Both aim to sharpen students’ intellectual powers and enhance their moral qualities. 

Perennialists organise their schools around books, ideas, and concepts, and criticise 
essentialists for the vast amounts of factual information they require their students to 
absorb for ‘cultural literacy’ Perennial means ‘everlasting’ – a perennialist education 

focuses on enduring themes and questions that span the ages. They recommend that 
students learn from the Great Books – works by history’s finest thinkers and writers, 

books as meaningful today as when they were first written.



Perennialism

Robert M. Hutchins (1899 – 1979)
During the 16 years he served as 

president of the University of Chicago, 
Hutchins abolished fraternities, 

football, and compulsory attendance, 
and introduced the Great Books 

program.

Mortimer Adler (1902 – 2001) 
renewed interest in perennialism 

with the publication of The Paideia 
Proposal (1982). Adler advocated 

that all students be educated in the 
classics and that education be a 

lifelong venture.



Progressivism

Progressivism organises schools around the concerns, curiosity, and real-world 
experiences of students. The progressive teacher facilitates learning by helping 
students formulate meaningful questions and devise strategies to answer those 

questions. Answers are not drawn from lists or even Great Books; they are discovered 
through real-world experience. Progressivism is the educational application of a 

philosophy called pragmatism. According to pragmatism, the way to determine if an 
idea has merit is simple: test it.



Progressivism

A founder of progressivism, 
John Dewey (1859 – 1952) not 

only worked to democratise 
schools, he also fought for 
women’s suffrage and the 
right of teachers to form 

unions.

Nel Noddings (1929 -) believes that an 
ethic of care can best be cultivated 

when the curriculum is centred around 
the interest of students. Schools are 
challenged to nourish the physical, 

spiritual, occupational, and intellectual 
development of each child.



Social Reconstructionism

Social reconstructionism encourages schools, teachers and students to 
focus their studies and energies on alleviating pervasive social inequities 

and, as the name implies, reconstruct society in a new and more just social 
order. Although social reconstructionists agree with progressivists that 
schools should concentrate on the needs of students, they split from 

progressivism in the 1920s after growing impatient with the slow pace of 
change in schools and society.



Social Reconstructionism

George S.Counts ( 1907 – 1974) 
viewed education as an important 

tool to counter social injustices, and, 
if educators questioned their own 
power to make critical decisions, 
Counts’s plea was to “Just do it!”

bel hooks’ (1952- ) 
theory of education, 

engaged pedagogy, helps 
students and teachers 

develop a critical 
consciousness of race, 

gender, and class biases.



Existentialism

Existentialism asserts that the purpose of education is to help children find 
meaning and direction in their live, and it rejects the notion that adults should, or 
could, direct meaningful learning for children. Existentialists do not believe that 

‘truth’ is objective and applicable to all. Instead, each of us must look within 
ourselves to discover our own truth, our own purpose in life. Each student should 

decide what he or she needs to learn, and when to learn it.



Existentialism

A.S.Neill’s (1883 – 1973) attitude 
toward education stemmed from his 

own problems as a student, 
problems which fuelled his creation 

of Summerhill, a school that 
encouraged youngsters to make 

their own decisions about what and 
when to learn.

Maxine Greene (1917 - 2014 believed 
that it is crucial for students and teachers 
to create meaning in their lives. Greene 

saw the humanities and the arts as 
catalysts for moving people to critical 
awareness and conscious engagement 

with the world.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5phagLvEqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERQKi9fBRnw


https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5f5394832a9
a34001d366c52

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquizizz.com%2Fadmin%2Fquiz%2F5f5394832a9a34001d366c52&data=02%7C01%7C%7C438be059e2834b452bc108d852442333%7C4e0f11f9046e45059cb8db2152311e21%7C0%7C0%7C637349799883541281&sdata=6za0NwTWk%2FFojIeupih1PP8kuB1rtJ1pYUZqXl%2Fq8%2FE%3D&reserved=0


Finding Your Philosophy of Education

• Writing your philosophy of education





KWL Chart
Topic: Curriculum for Wales

K (know) W(want to learn/know) L (what I have learnt)







Vocabulary. Grammar/key terminology

Success criteria

Effect on the reader

Audience and 
Purpose
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