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1. BACKGROUND

The City and County of Swansea, and Marriott Hotel, has joined efforts to create a restaurant and ice-cream parlor (with manager’s quarters), on Swansea foreshore. This report serves as a preliminary study to a full site investigation.

2. SITE DETAILS

a. Site Location: Located at the eastern end of the Swansea foreshore, the area of the proposed site encompasses the southern part of the Swansea Marriott Hotel Car Park and the eastern corner of the Civic Centre East Car Park. It situates adjacent to the Swansea Civics Centre and the Swansea Marriott Hotel. The approximate coordinates are: 51.61323011478909 N, -3.945282467922697 E. Furthermore, the site covers an estimated 2678.9 square meters.

b. Site Description: As mentioned before, the site is bounded by the Swansea Marriott Hotel, and the City and County of Swansea Council Offices. Along the southern boundary of the site, runs a public pathway. This pathway is accessible by both a road (that runs from the south western corner of the Swansea Marriot Hotel Car park), and a footpath connecting the Civic Centre East Car Park. There also lies a patio at the eastern corner of the site which is only accessible to guests of the Marriott Hotel. Additionally, within the site are irregular shaped grassed plateaus that are slightly inclined and features various vegetation such as trees and long grass. Beach, Incline, Drainage, 

c. Site Geology: The following information on the geological nature of the site is based on, and referenced from the BGS (British Geological Survey).

i. Superficial Deposits: Measured by a 1:50,000 scale, the site in question consists of blown sand deposits. This sand was displaced as a result of wind, and is said to contain other wind-borne particles. 
ii. Bedrock Deposits: Measured by a 1;50,000 scale, underlying the site in question are deposits of mudstone, siltstone and sandstone which makes up the South Wales Middle Coal Measures Formation.

iii. Artificial Deposits: Measured by a 1:50,000 scale, geographical data shows that there is made ground present within the site. Made ground comprises of artificial deposits made over pre-existing natural or man-made surfaces.

iv. Previous Borehole Drilling: With reference to archival data, being a previous borehole drilling project done within site grounds, the existence of the previous mentioned deposits can be confirmed. Please see 

3. SITE HISTORY

a. Historical Background: In the early 1800s, a tramroad was commissioned in along Swansea Bay which ran from Swansea to Oystermouth. This tramroad, which was operated by horse-drawn carriages and was used to transport minerals such as coal and limestone mined from the quarries in Oystermouth to smelters in Swansea to be used in the smelting of copper. 


b. Site Timeline: Provided archival data on maps of the proposed site throughout the years were all collated from the historical ordinance survey maps of Great Britain, provided by Digimap. These maps span across the 1870s to the 1990s.

i. 1870s: Scaled at 1:1800, historical map data shows that the Mumbles Railway ran along where the proposed site is situated. Areas which are now occupied by buildings such as the Swansea Marriott Hotel and the Swansea Civic Centre are barren and show no indication of occupancy. 


ii. 1890s: Scaled at 1:1800, historical map data shows that the mumbles railway has developed even more than previously observed. The surveyed area now features a saw mill to the north east of the proposed site (railway) and a timber yard attached to the railway where the Swansea Civic Centre East Car Park sits today.

iii. 1910s: Scaled at 1:1800, historical map data shows barely any indication of development from previous timeline. However, a notable difference is that the timber yard was replaced by a canister workshop and there were added railways that run into the canister workshop.

iv. 1950s: Scaled at 1:1800, historical map data shows the return of the timber yard which is located to the east of the proposed site. Also, a wagon repair workshop has erected to the south west of the proposed site.

v. 1970s: Scaled at 1:1000, historical map data shows the dismantled remains of the Mumbles railway and the removal of the wagon repair workshop. The sawmill is projected to have expanded much more, occupying the entirety of where the Swansea Marriott Hotels lies today. 

vi. 1990s: Scaled at 1:1000, historical map data shows the complete removal of the Mumbles railway from the proposed site location. The Marriott Hotel and car park now occupies the space where the Saw Mill was located. Swansea’s county hall now occupies the area which the warehouses, canister workshop and timber yard.


c. Current Site, and Surrounding Land Use: 

i. Public Cycleway: Located to the south of the proposed site.
ii. Public Footpath: Located within the proposed site.
iii. Road: Located within the proposed site.
iv. Swansea Beach with public access: Located to the south of the proposed site.
v. Swansea Marriott Hotel: Located to the east of the proposed site.
vi. Marriott Hotel Patio: Located within the proposed site.
vii. Marriott Hotel Car Park: Partially located within the proposed site.
viii. Swansea Civics Centre: Located to the west of the proposed site.
ix. Swansea Civics Centre East Car Park: Partially located within the proposed site.

d. Historical Site, and Surrounding Land Use:
i. Mumbles Railway: Previously located within the proposed site.
ii. Timber Yard: Previously located within the proposed site.
iii. Saw Mill: Previously located within the proposed site.
iv. Canister Workshop: Previously located within the proposed site.
v. Wagon Repair Workshop: Previously located to the south of the proposed site.



4. SITE SUMMARY

a. Geology: A preliminary assessment of the geographical makeup of the site deems it suitable for the construction of the proposed establishment with a few precautions to make note of.

i. Soil Conditions: With reference of the Borehole Scan, it is shown that the ground lies directly beneath the site is that of made ground. This reaches to approximately 4.95m.

ii. Foundation Placement: Considering the nature of the ground below the site, which is the made ground, a spread footing foundation is recommended at depths minimum of approximately 3m. 

iii. Vegetation: This project must be verified through the EIA due to the existence of fauna. Circumstances would have resulted in possible inaccurate observations of any hidden fauna or flora. 

b. Contamination and Waste: Due to its public nature, that being located along a public cycle way, one must consider the proximity at which the building is placed from its southern boundary which is adjacent to the cycle path. It is recommended that the building be built a minimum of 5 meters from the foot path.
i. 
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