Introduction

This chapter of my dissertation will demonstrate and show analysis of a variety of different academic sources in regard to the topic of, if youths should be criminalised or de criminalised when involved in anti social behaviour and its affects on local communities. 

The main purpose of this chapter is to achieve the first aim which is to: Critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities. 

This objective will be completed by using and utilizing various different academic sources from the UWTSD online library and via the internet by using a website called Google Scholar. These websites provide academic resources which have been proof read and also eradicates any non academic sources that the regular Google website may suggest. These websites produce sources such as journals, text books, government websites and also pieces of literature from a specializing expert in that particular chosen field, in this case anti social behaviour and the police. 

In addition to the use of academic resources, in order to achieve my first aim as outlined above, further research will be conducted in to other factors such as the relationship between youths and police will also ensure and allow to give a wider and broader explanation and ensure that the objective is achieved. This could help achieve the objective as to should youths be criminalised or de criminalised and provide an explanation as to why this should occur and the reasoning behind this. 

Terms which will be used in order to gather this information will include: “Criminalizing”, “anti social behaviour”, “adverse childhood experiences” and “Police exploitation of youths”



What is ASB?

Anti social behaviour can be seen and defined as many things and some people may not be aware of what the legal definition of anti-social behaviour is. (Millie, 2009, pp1) provides an interesting explanation of this. He describes anti-social behaviour like an elephant and states that people are able to identify an elephant by seeing it several times, however it is difficult to put in to legal terms. He compares this to anti-social behaviour as many people do not know the legal term for anti-social behaviour, however can identify it by seeing it often or being victimised from anti social behaviour itself. Nevertheless, the legal definition of anti social behaviour according to the (Anti Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014) behaviour that is likely to cause a person, harassment, alarm or distress and behaviour which is likely to cause another person annoyance or nuisance in relation to that person’s job, residential premise or day to day life. 



Children’s Expsure to ASB and ACE’s

(Moffitt, 1993) states that a child’s first five years within the house hold can lead them in to being involved in ASB or leading difficulties in a normal life. This shows that sometimes youths do not choose to be involved in ASB but are raised to believe that their behaviour is acceptable and is deemed as normal. Many children especially in the more deprived local areas are involved in ACE’s which is Adverse Childhood Experiences. Adverse childhood experiences are described as traumatic events which occur or a child experiences throughout their childhood (Waite & Ryan, 2019, p.1). There are several factors which can been deemed as exposure to adverse childhood experiences which can later have an affect on the child’s lifestyles, mental well being and physical wellbeing. The key factors which have been outlined by (Boulier and Blair, 2018, pp 133) are emotional abuse such as the parent in the household continuously swears and puts the child down, ultimately making the child fearful to do anything. Sexual and physical abuse, whereby the parent of the child would assault or sexually assault the child which could lead to traumatic memories later in life causing a difficulty to lead a normal life. In addition to this, parental separation such as divorce could lead to further issues alongside substance abuse where the child could be exposed to substances such as drugs which can not only have an affect physically but mentally too. As a whole, these factors congregate in to one, that factor being that many younger children do not have a role model in the household to look up to. As a result of this that child who has been open to ACE’s believes that this is the norm and this could lead to adapting a criminal life style as a way to escape their household experiences. 


Public Negative Perception of Youths 


There are several key literature sources that have been deciphered and deemed as useful ranging from government reports which outline statistics and crime rates to textbooks and journals that provide a split opinion on tackling ASB. One book which has assisted in achieving the objective is (Heap,2016a) who demonstrates and shows that although anti social behaviour can be deemed as a low level crime, due to its repetitiveness it can have a longer lasting affect on the victim due to the constant victimisation. In addition to this it shows how constant contact between the victim and the offender can lead to further crimes and have a more detrimental affect due to ASB mainly occurring in repeat areas of where the victim resides. 

Many youths feel as if they are being labelled as a nuisance and being the main cause of anti social behaviour and are being blamed as being responsible for anti social behaviour in their local communities, mainly by the older generation of people.
The rise in ASB in local areas and its increase in severity has impacted not only local police but local communities along with some local businesses resulting in financial losses due to fear in individuals in local communities. ASB can cause a domino effect of issues such a strain in resources which leads to distrust from the community and the increase of stress on public sectors. ASB can also be deciphered as both positive and negative. (GOV.UK, 2023) states that anti-social behaviour can have a positive effect on local communities forcing them to work together and to help build foundations within their local community. Although general anti-social behaviour can have detrimental effects on communities, on some occasions this can help re build broken relationships within targeted areas and bring a feeling of togetherness. 

Although there has been some research done in to new and innovative ways of deterring ASB such as government operations and fundings of high visibility patrols, There is a clear lack of communication between local authorities and young adults who are involved in ASB. It is unclear if these government funded operations are the correct way of tackling ASB and if these young adults should be criminalised or not. There is a gap and a sour relationship between local authorities and these youths, however regaining and rebuilding the trust from these young adults who cause anti-social behaviour could help eradicate anti-social behaviour as a whole. 




Youths Involved in ASB and The Police 

Many people believe that the only way to tackle youths involved in ASB is to criminalise them. Although there is a split opinion regarding criminalising youths the majority of the public who believe that criminalising these youths is the most appropriate manor of dealing with them are mainly because they have either been a victim of ASB them selves or ASB has affected them in one way or another. Bittner (1990) discovered that youths who have a negative opinion on police are more likely to be involved or come in to contact with police in a negative manner which ultimately will increase their chances of being criminalised rather than de criminalised. In addition to this, several others have stated that the relationship youths have with police can have a detrimental effect on their social life such as proceeding to develop difficulties in school and are also more likely to find themselves involved with gangs (Flexton et al., 2009). There has been a significant rise in anti social behaviour with the (Office of National Statistics 2024) stating that there were over 1 million reported incidents of anti social behaviour reported including figures from the British Transport Police in a singular year. However ONS also illustrate a more concerning figure whereby for every 3 people in the UK, 1 or more of them have been a victim of anti social behaviour or has witnessed some sort of anti social behaviour. In addition to this, by being open to anti social behaviour more than a quarter of those victims have gone on to develop mental health problems and have avoided the area where they have been victimised. This can be seen to be putting further pressure on the police to eradicate or minimise the amount of ASB which is occurring in local areas. 


Parent Management Training 

As mentioned, many people believe that there is only one singular solution to prevent anti social behaviour which is to criminalise them. However over recent times there has been several programmes which has been developed to tackle anti social behaviour at the core or at its early stages of development. One programme which has been developed is the Parent Management Training (Patty, L et al,. 2013). This programme has been developed to target children between the ages of 4-7 years old who might be at risk of being involved in anti social behaviour due to being open to ACE’s. The programme targeted parents and children to train them based on social learning principles to assist in managing their child’s behaviour. The programme itself consisted of 11 sessions which were spread out over a 6 month period and the parents were trained in groups of 8-10. After the programme the child’s behaviour was assessed and results were deemed as positive in relation to the child’s behaviour both short term and long term. 


Criminal Behaviour Order 

Criminal Behaviour Orders are used and issued by the courts for individuals involved in anti social behaviour, especially ones that are deemed as prolific. The use of a criminal behaviour order is usually the last solution prior to any prison sentence. On some occasions the justice system has no option but to criminalise individuals involved in anti social behaviour. The criminal behaviour order is set out into five separate stages. Stage number 1 being the offence being committed by an individual which amounts to anti social behaviour such as vandalism or hate crime. After the individual has been prosecuted of the offence the prosecution apply for a CBA after the individual has been charged with the criminal offence. The court itself then must be confident that a CBO will help prevent any further anti social behaviour issues arising and once granted the CBO prohibits the individual from doing something for two years and requires them to do something to address their behaviour (Youth Justice Board 2025). Although this could seem as criminalising the individual, if the individual complies with the criminal behaviour order after 2 years, then the criminal behaviour order itself can be dropped. However, on the other hand, if they breach the order then this could lead to them receiving a prison sentence. 



Turnaround Programme

Another solution which has been funded by the government is the turnaround programme . The turnaround programme is an early intervention programme which is lead by the ministry of justice and has been funded with £71 million to be spread across England and Wales’ youth offending teams (GOV.UK 2023). The programme has been funded until 2026 where the funding itself will allow youth offending teams to provide support for youths who are on the verge of entering the justice system. In addition to this, the funding will allow services to work with a projected further 20,000 children who have not been able to receive the support they need previously. The turnaround programme also links in with the governments safer streets aim which is to halve knife crime and anti social behaviour in local communities. The children who are eligible do not have to admit guilt to receive support and they will be part of an assessment to work out their weaknesses and strengths to build a foundation for their careers. 

Conclusion 

This chapter of my dissertation achieved my first objective which is:

Critically evaluate the effectiveness of how police forces are tackling/deterring the rise of ASB in local communities. 

To conclude this chapter there is clear evidence that there has been a significant amount of research on how not only police but other agencies such as the youth offending service can deter anti social behaviour whether by criminalising young individuals or adapting to not criminalising them by introducing them to programmes such as the Turnaround programme or parent management training. This literature review has demonstrated that anti social behaviour can stem from a child’s life within the household from a very young age which can lead them to being involved in anti social behaviour. This literature review has demonstrated that there are some gaps in the research surrounding what is the correct solution to tackling anti social behaviour and that there is a slight inconsistency on what outcome a child should receive. The review has also showed that with the rise in ASB figures not all children can be treated or be given an opportunity to turn their life around. 

My next chapter will identify the correct and most suitable research method and methodology to answer the issues which have arisen in this literature review.
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