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Analyse the contribution that the psychosocial approach can be used to understand male crime and anti-social behaviour 2000 words.













This assessment will address the contribution that the psychosocial approach can be used to understand male crime and anti-social behaviour. The psychosocial approach is a useful framework for understanding male criminal and antisocial behaviour. This method acknowledges that psychological and social interactions are vital in determining an individual's tendency for criminal and anti-social behaviour, and complex factors that contribute to these behaviours (Vizzotto Et al., 2013) . The psychosocial approach gives a comprehensive viewpoint that explores the psychological foundations of the individual while also taking into account the larger sociocultural surroundings (Tarrier & Bobes, 2000). Men are impacted by a wide range of psychological, biological, and social factors. For example, the effect of drugs impairs an individual's capacity to think clearly, making them more prone to make irrational decisions that lead to offending. Secondly, Poverty is a complex and multifaceted societal issue, with a variety of economic, social, and environmental elements influencing its relationship to crime (Manhica et al., 2021). While poverty itself does not inherently lead individuals, including males, to commit crimes, it can create conditions and circumstances that increase the likelihood of criminal behaviour. which will be looked at in-depth after analysing the literature review. 
Lack of education, individuals with low IQ and bad upbringing factors interact and contribute to the development of criminal behaviour in men (Office for National Statistics, 2022). This essay will provide a comprehensive overview of how these elements might be used to understand the dynamics of male criminality. This assessment will evaluate the case of Jeffery Dahmer and Jimmy Caine and how their biological, social, and environmental factors contributed towards crime. With a counterargument that it’s not necessarily children from poor and low-educated families who commit crimes. An example of a case to support this statement is Hunter Biden case, son of the American President Joe Biden.

[bookmark: _Hlk149083668]Drug usage is a major contributor to male criminal behaviour, and those who depend on it are more likely to be involved in criminal activity. This can be influenced by parents who are drug addicts, so exposing young children to drugs at a young age could result in them being drug addicts (Facchin and  Margola , 2016). There have been studies to show the correlation between drugs like marijuana and crimes. Which was conducted by a systematic review of the literature and meta-analysis to show the strength between drugs and crimes. According to the meta-analysis they have found concern around these areas. This states that there is a strong connection between drug misuse and criminal behaviour (Bennett et al., 2008). Drug users commit crimes to pay for their drugs, causing harm to society. Furthermore, many criminals are under the influence of drugs when they commit crimes. Another consequence of drug misuse is drug trafficking (Rafaiee et al.,2013).
[bookmark: _Hlk149084181][bookmark: _Hlk149243731] According to a study conducted in the United States in 2010, 70% of male convicts were drug users, which is significant when compared to the 11.2% prevalence of drug usage among all males. Alcohol has the strongest link to aggressive crime. According to studies, criminals who misused both drugs and alcohol committed 21.4% of aggressive offences. In 2004, 82% of those arrested in Australia had a history of drug usage, 69% had consumed drugs at least 6 months before their arrest, and 62% often abused drugs. After examining the information, it is evident that one of the contributions to male offences is drug misuse which can be used to understand why they commit crimes (Rafaiee et al.,2013). According to Rafaiee (2013), the findings of the study showed that there was an obvious connection between the level of drug abuse, the type of drug, and the number of crimes committed. As drug abuse increased, so did the rate and severity of delinquency. Addicts are forced into committing crimes in order to obtain drug use. Addicts do not have jobs. As a result, they lack the funds to cover their fundamental needs. As a result, many individuals engage in criminal activities like smuggling, drug dealing, theft, and prostitution. As a result, the cycle of poverty, addiction, and crime is continued. (Rafaiee et al.,2013).
 Bennett and Sibbitt (2000) conducted a study to show the correlation between drugs and arrestees.  The study was carried out in South Norwood, Liverpool, Nottingham, and Sunderland.  Sixty-nine percent of those arrested tested positive for at least one substance (excluding alcohol), with 29 percent testing positive for opiates (including heroin) and 20 percent testing positive for cocaine (including crack). Drug use increased among arrestees between 1997 and 1999 (Bennett & Sibbitt, 2000). There was a rise in heroin and crack/cocaine use in Nottingham and a switch from alcohol to illegal substances in Sunderland. Users of heroin and crack/cocaine were five times more likely than nonusers to report committing robbery and four times more likely to report shoplifting (Bennett & Sibbitt, 2000). This shows an evident correlation between drugs and crime rates. This study also shows that an individual who takes drugs is more likely to be arrested due to criminal activity than someone who doesn’t take drugs. Which is due to an irrational decision. There are economic or financial justifications for drug-criminal connections, in addition to pharmacological explanations. This is the most commonly cited explanation in the research literature. Again, such arguments can take many forms, but the most popular is predicated on the concept of "economic necessity." This argument assumes that the drug user is unable to control their drug consumption and cannot find this through normal employment (Newburn, 2017).

Economic necessity is one of the most compelling reasons why poverty might lead to male criminal behaviour. When individuals are unable to meet their fundamental necessities for food, shelter, and clothing, they may resort to criminal activity as a means of survival. Many people have no alternative but to steal to feed their families or to go hungry. Property crimes, such as stealing, shoplifting, and burglary, can seem appealing when people are facing financial difficulties (Garoupa, 2003). The role of socioeconomic circumstances in relation to drug use has been investigated, with poor living conditions, limited access to education and employment, disadvantaged neighbourhoods, and housing characteristics being highlighted as factors that may influence drug-related behaviours. In 2016, an estimated 25 million children (26.4%) in European Union (EU) Member States faced poverty (H, et al., 2020). Compared to England in 2022, according to the Office for National Statistics (2022), By the end of 2017, 1.5% of 23- to 24-year-olds in England had received an custodial sentence; a further 12.2% had received a non-custodial sentence or caution. Young adults who were sentenced to custody showed lower educational achievement, with only 36.9% attaining the anticipated standard in English and math by the end of key stage 2. In contrast, 53.0% of their peers who received non-custodial sentences or cautions, and 72.4% of those without criminal records, achieved this level of academic proficiency.



[bookmark: _Hlk149862232]A key example of a case to show the correlation between childhood trauma and crime is the case of Jeffery Dahmer. The case of Jeffrey Dahmer is tragic and complex, and it provides some insight into how dysfunctional family relationships and biological factors can potentially contribute to criminal behaviour. however, it is important to highlight, that not everyone with a problematic family or biological factors becomes a criminal, and many other circumstances can also contribute to the development of criminal behaviour. Dahmer came from a troubled family.  His parents' marriage was chaotic, and it ended with divorce while he was eighteen (Higgs, 2012). This may result in a stressful and unstable environment for a child, which can contribute to psychological and emotional issues later in life. Dahmer's mother suffered from depression and nausea, which led her to bed-bound for two months. His family and school stated that he had no friends, he also showed unusual behaviour from a young age. The absence of a supportive family environment may have made it more difficult for him to develop appropriate social and emotional skills. Dahmer had a double hernia operation when he was four years old (Gadd & Jefferson, 2007).
[bookmark: _Hlk149394154]Dahmer showed signs of psychopathy as well as other personality disorders like alcohol addiction. These psychological elements can have an impact on criminal behaviour. These disorders can impair a person's ability to feel empathy, remorse or guilt, making them more likely to engage in aggressive or criminal behaviour (Main,2022). Dahmer's unusual and unpleasant behaviour, especially animal cruelty, were early warning indications of his unstable psychological state. These behaviours should not be dismissed and should be taken seriously, since they may indicate deeper issues. From 1978 until 1991, Dahmer drugged, raped, murdered, dismembered and ate 17 men and boys (Kraterou, 2022). Most of the victims were from the background of LGBT communities or from ethnic minorities. He would usually drug the drinks before carrying out the horrible crimes, such as drilling holes in their skulls while they were still alive and pouring acid on their brains (Kraterou, 2022). 
 The psychosocial approach looks at how a person's psychological and social factors interact to influence their behaviour. Dahmer case helps us to understand how a person’s upbringing, social environment and psychological factors can contribute to criminal behaviour. it shows the importance of considering both internal and external influences when studying crime. If Dahmer’s parents noticed the signs it could have been prevented when he was young, but  the fact that his mother was depressed and his father would be in work most of the time leaving him to being neglected. This highlights the key issue of lack of education and upbringing could be a contribution to criminal behaviour.


[bookmark: _Hlk149862268]In Comparison, there’s a counterargument to show it’s not necessarily males who commit crimes due to bad upbringing, drugs, or poverty. There are individuals who may commit crimes regardless of their status. For example, the case of Hunter Biden, son of Joe Biden. Biden comes from an upper-class family, with no childhood trauma or any personality disorder but was charged with committing crime. Biden was under investigation for tax fraud and possession of illegal firearms (Robin,2023). Biden was charged by the Justice Department for lying about his drug use when he bought a gun (Bennett, 2022). Hunter Biden's case outlines that people from different socioeconomic backgrounds commit it’s not always individual from poor backgrounds.

In conclusion, the psychosocial approach represents a valuable tool in understanding male crime and anti-social behaviours. Understanding that there are various factors other than beneficial reasons why males commit crimes.  Factors such as social, environmental, and personality (WHO,2022). This method helps us understand that there are various reasons for male criminal behaviour that should be carefully considered in order to develop an effective prevention and intervention strategy to stop individuals who may have experienced trauma in their childhood that could potentially lead them to commit crimes in their adulthood. For example, after analysing Jeffery Dahmer, it was evident that his childhood factors contributed towards crime. Dahmer didn’t have any friends and family support if Dahmer’s family had noticed the early warning signs, they could have stopped Dahmer from becoming a serial killer (Gadd & Jefferson, 2007). On the other hand, it’s not proven that it’s always males from dysfunctional or troubled families that commit crimes. Hunter Biden’s case was analysed to support this statement. Biden's case proved that regardless of wealth or having a good family an individual can still commit crime (Robin,2023). This states that it is important to also consider the personality factors.
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