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Abstract:

The Tractatus has given itself a reputation for being rather difficult to understand and to interpret. While there may be no true way to understand or interpret the Tractatus, we can weigh different opinions of the Tractatus against one another. The reason this dissertation will have a closer focus on logical atomism is because though Wittgenstein never claimed to be a logical atomist, the Tractatus has understandably been linked to the philosophy of logical atomism. Bertrand Russell, a logical atomist himself, fell into dispute with Wittgenstein after writing the prologue to the Tractatus. A potential reason for the Russell/Wittgenstein fallout could have been Russell alluding to the Tractatus having connotations of logical atomism. Through the works of other philosophers such as Ray Monk and Gilbert Ryle, we may see a less rigid and logic heavy approach to the meaning of the Tractatus and perhaps find something more allegorical or an interpretation which appeals to continental philosophers/writers such as Kierkegaard and Tolstoy. 
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