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Assessment 1: Llywelyn ap Gruffudd – By Matthew Cowley

Llywelyn ap Gruffudd (1222 – 1283) was the ruler of Gwynedd who conquered large sways of Welsh land and fought in countless engagements against the English.[footnoteRef:1] Due to this turbulent relationship between the two neighbours, there are many public records detailing the discourse between them, which is why this search for material began in the National Archives. After finding various political records regarding Llywelyn, documents from the National Library of Wales and the British Library were examined to find information from the Welsh perspective, as well as a less politicised view of this Lord of Gwynedd. [1:  Sean Davies, Edward I’s Conquest of Wales. (Barnsley: Pen and Sword Military, 2017), pp. i – 5.] 


Letters between Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and King Edward I
[bookmark: _Hlk54108013]Aberystwyth
  The National Library of Wales
    NLW MS 1231D

This transcription of records includes an English copy of the Latin letters sent between Llywelyn and Edward I and are currently located at the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth, although the specific part relating to Llywelyn was originally composed in Nefyn around 1281. Accounts such as this, which would be classified as a public record, are useful as they provide an overview of political events through the conversations of the ruling parties, as well as filling in potential gaps between letters through references to previous discussions and events.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The National Library of Wales, NLW MS 1231D: Transcripts of Records (2016) <https://archives.library.wales/index.php/transcripts-of-records> [Accessed: 18 October 2020].] 


Brut y Brenhinedd
Aberystwyth
  The National Library of Wales
    NLW MS 3036B

This collection of records was originally gathered by the Mostyn Family, hence its classification as a deposited record, before being bought by the National Library of Wales which is where it is located today.[footnoteRef:3] The part that is of interest to this study is the 14th Century copy of the earlier Welsh text Brut y Brenhinedd, which concludes with a record of Llywelyn’s ancestral line. This is useful as it provides a uniquely personal account on Llywelyn’s family, compared to the more politically focused records located elsewhere.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  The National Library of Wales, Fonds GB 0210 MSMOSTYN: Mostyn Manuscripts (2016) <https://archives.library.wales/index.php/mostyn-mss> [Accessed: 19 October 2020].]  [4:  The National Library of Wales, NLW MS 3036B [RESTRICTED ACCESS]: Brut y Brenhinnedd (2016) <https://archives.library.wales/index.php/brut-y-brenhinedd-14> [Accessed: 18 October 2020].] 


Letter from Llywelyn ap Gruffydd to Henry III: A Postponement
Kew
  The National Archives
    SC/1 (Ancient Correspondents of the Chancery and the Exchequer)
    SC/1/4/21

This public record from the National Archives at Kew outlines the need to postpone a meeting between Llywelyn and Henry III regarding breaches in a truce. This indicates that before c.1261, when the record was composed, there had been a conflict that had resulted in this treaty, and also brings into doubt the authority of the two rulers, as if these breaches were caused by individuals acting alone, then it potentially suggests that the rulers had limited control over their vassals. Furthermore, as Llywelyn proposed this postponement, it possibly suggests that something was happening in Gwynedd that caused his attention to be elsewhere, demonstrating how significant records such as this can be.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  The National Archives, SC/1/4/21: Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, Prince of Wales and Lord of Snowden, to Henry III: A Postponement (2019) <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C12205458> [Accessed: 18 October 2020].] 


Letter from Edward I to Llywelyn ap Gruffydd: Amends for Attacks by Llywelyn’s Men
Kew
  The National Archives
    SC/1 (Ancient Correspondents of the Chancery and the Exchequer)
    SC/1/13/125

This public record from the National Archives focuses on an incident involving Llywelyn’s men attacking the bishop of Hereford. Of interest here is that this letter was from King Edward I to the Welshman, rather than the other way around, an unusual occurrence based on the other sources. This is important as it not only details events that occurred, but it also demonstrates the writing process of the time as the text was only a draft of what was eventually sent, which shows the thought process that the King put into such a document.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  The National Archives, SC/1/13/125: [Edward I] to Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, Prince of Wales: Amends for Attacks by Llywelyn’s Men (2019) <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C12298610> [Accessed: 18 October 2020].] 


Petition from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd to King Edward I: c. 1276
Kew
  The National Archives
    SC/8 (Ancient Petitions)
    SC/8/120/6000

Located in the National Archives at Kew, this public record in the form of a parliamentary petition sent from Llywelyn to Edward I in about 1276 outlines eight requests that the Welshman had for the King, such as the returning of land originally belonging to Llywelyn’s traitorous nephews. Petitions are extremely significant as they provide information on the severity of events, as there would be no need to present a petition if something did not need addressing. In this instance, we can extrapolate that Llywelyn’s nephews did something to result in them losing their land, which demonstrates again how useful petitions can be.

Petition from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd to King Edward I: c. 1279
[bookmark: _Hlk53928973]Kew
  The National Archives
    SC/8 (Ancient Petitions)
    SC/8/192/9564

From the National Archives at Kew, this parliamentary petition from Llywelyn to the English King addresses the lawful returning of goods, or at least their equivalent value, that the Welshmen had previously sold men who were now the King’s enemies. Like before, the petition indicates the occurrence of prior events, however, it can also be seen as Llywelyn protecting the Welsh, as by assuring the King that any deal struck between himself and the now-warring party was done before said party rose up, and by asking for reimbursement, he is stating that he does not support this rebellious activity in any way.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  The National Archives, SC/8/192/9564: Petitioners: Llywelyn ap Gruffydd. Name(s): ap Gruffydd, Llywelyn (2019) <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9295449> [Accessed: 18 October 2020].] 


Petition from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd: c. 1279
Kew
  The National Archives
    SC/8 (Ancient Petitions)
    SC/8/192/9565

This public record in the National Archives at Kew is another petition from Llywelyn, and regards a legal dispute between himself and the people of Oswestry, where the latter had occupied property belonging to the former, as well as stole his corn. This demonstrates the economic importance of corn and the legal repercussions of theft. All of this, as well as the text referring to the Welshman as Llywelyn of Bromfield, indicating a title he held, can be extrapolated from one small record, which is why such public petitions are significant to historians.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  The National Archives, SC/8/192/9565: Petitioners: Llywelyn filius Griffini (ap Gruffydd) of Bromfield (2019) <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9295450> [Accessed: 18 October 2020].] 


Petition from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd to King Edward I: c. 1279
Kew
  The National Archives
    SC/8 (Ancient Petitions)
    SC/8/192/9566

This petition is part of the same collection of the above two sources and as such, is again located at the National Archives in Kew. In this petition, Llywelyn is requesting permission for a market and fair to occur at the village of Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog. This is extremely significant as it questions what sort of political freedom the Welsh had, due to the need to seek permission, and possibly suggests a centralised economic and entertainment industry in the 13th Century. 

Petition from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd to King Edward I: c. 1276 – c. 1281
[bookmark: _Hlk53925488]Kew
  The National Archives
    SC/8 (Ancient Petitions)
    SC/8/192/9770

This public record from the National Archives at Kew is a petition outlining Llywelyn’s view that a miscarriage of justice had occurred at a recent parliamentary gathering at Oswestry, and requests that either the quarrel be delt with under Welsh law or according to the laws of his ancestors. This petition is significant as it provides information on the legal practices and views of the time. Even though this record is not specifically a legal one, it still enables historians to study the laws of the period, as well as how they were administered by the English and the Welsh.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  The National Archives, SC/8/196/9770: Petitioners: Llywelyn ap Griffin (ap Gruffudd) de Bromfeld (of Bromfield) (2019) <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9295658> [Accessed: 18 October 2020].] 


Peace Treaty between Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and King Henry III
[bookmark: _Hlk54108047]London
  The British Library
    Cotton MS Otho D VIII

The final record comes from a manuscript held at the British Library in London and details the peace treaty between Llywelyn and King Henry III on 25th September 1267. Like before, the content of this document indicates that there had been a conflict between the two powers prior to this date, and its specific dating adds to the significance of such a document. Furthermore, this source would be classified as a deposited record, due to the whole manuscript originating from the 17th Century politician, Sir Robert Bruce Cotton, who’s personal collection was one of the founding bodies for the British Museum.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  The British Library, Digitised Manuscripts: Cotton MS Otho D VIII (2011) <http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?index=4&ref=Cotton_MS_Otho_D_VIII> [Accessed: 18 October 2020].] 


In conclusion, there is plenty of archival material on Llywelyn ap Gruffudd in many of the nations’ deposits, mainly in the form of public petitions and deposited manuscripts. As demonstrated, archival material can be extremely significant to historians as they provide a good starting point for analysing events, and sometimes offer a more personal perspective than would otherwise be displayed. The future direction of these archival searches would be to view the records in person to ensure they are what they have been labelled as, and then to cross-reference their information with other primary sources to establish a possible cause and effect link, especially regarding the petitions.
Word Count: 1,164 (excluding archival references) (1,358 words including archival references)
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