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Please add your targets from the previous assignment (Only relevant if you have completed an assignment)
	Targets
	How you have worked on this
	An example can be found on

	Target 1 - ensure all ideas are supported with relevant literature
	I have worked on this by ensuring I support my ideas using literature. 
	Pg 12

	Target 2 - reference to wider range of current academic literature
	I have included more recent literature throughout. 
	N/A
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	Professional Experience Template 1
	Success Criteria

	Pedagogy Standard
	Assessment for Learning

	What did you do and why?

	Within my Professional Teaching Experience (PTE) I have ensured to use a variety of Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies as often as possible. This has allowed me to assess the learner’s understanding throughout a lesson and/or a topic and make necessary changes based off the learner’s self-assessment. During English lessons, the learners have been doing story writing, which consisted of re-drafting before writing the final story. At the beginning of the topic, we discussed the success criteria which was created for their year group by the school. This enabled the learners to identify what they needed to include in their story such as adjectives, verbs, estimation of time etc. They were also provided with a story written by myself, where they could use the success criteria to identify what I had included and what I could include next time to improve the story. This enabled them to have a good understanding on how to use the success criteria prior to beginning their stories. 

While writing their stories, the learners were able to refer to the success criteria to support them with their writing. I provided verbal feedback to the learners throughout the lesson, allowing them to make changes before moving onto the next part of their story. I also encouraged them to use the AfL strategy of self-assessment, to look back through their work and using the success criteria, identify what they had and had not included so far. This AfL strategy, alongside feedback from myself, enabled the learners to assess their own work and understand how they could improve. After completing the first draft, the learners completed the success criteria fully, using red, orange, and green pencils to colour code each point on the success criteria to highlight those points they included throughout their story, those points they included but could improve on and those they did not include. 

The learners done this after their second draft, as well as after their final story. After using the AfL strategy, self-assessment, the learners had a better understanding on how they could further improve their stories and identify those areas they had done well. Self-assessment worked well, as opposed to only receiving feedback from myself as they were able to fully understand how to use the success criteria and how it would support them in their writing. I also completed a success criteria while marking their final story as this allowed the learners to compare the success criteria completed by themselves and myself.

	What have you learned?
	As a result of this experience, I have learnt the importance of providing learners with the opportunity to reflect upon their own learning using various AfL strategies. I have understood the significance of using a success criteria within a lesson where learners are expected to write a significant amount, as it supports them in including key points and ensuring they write to their best ability. Using a success criteria was effective in including the learners in their own learning, an AfL strategy I have previously over looked. 

	What next?
	Upon reflection of this learning experience, I will continue to use success criteria in my future practice where appropriate. I feel it worked well to encourage the AfL strategy, self-assessment and would also work well for peer-assessment. As a result of how successful the success criteria were during this topic, I would incorporate it into other topics within Language, Literacy and Communication, as well as other Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs) where the learners are expected to write a descriptive or explanation text. 


	Professional Experience Template 2
	Areas of Learning and Experience – Challenge Planner

	Pedagogy Standard
	Blended learning experiences

	What did you do and why?

	Within my placement school, they have transitioned fully to the new Curriculum. The school was designed with the new Curriculum in mind, enabling the development of pupil’s learning in all areas of learning and experience. As part of my placement, I contributed to the planning within these areas of learning by working collaboratively with my Class Teacher and the Key Stage 2 leader to create a challenge planner. We discussed and planned challenges for these areas which linked to their theme of ‘Warner Brothers’. The challenge planner incorporates a range of imaginative approaches to meet the needs of all learners and provides the learners with the opportunity to complete tasks they would not get the opportunity to do within the classroom. Each day, two groups would complete Maths and English lessons through teacher-led teaching, while the other two groups completed the challenges in the middle area independently and/or with peer support. This encouraged the learner’s development in all areas of learning, while also encouraging their self-motivation to work through challenges independently and discover new ways to support them when finding a challenge difficult. Although the learners worked independently, I ensured to observe several times throughout the week to assess the learner’s understanding and to witness the blended learning experiences created by these challenges. 

	What have you learned?
	As a result of undertaking this learning experience, I have further developed my knowledge and understanding of the new Curriculum and the different teaching strategies I can use to provide better learning experiences. I have been able to work collaboratively with colleagues which has supported my personal development and built upon my prior knowledge of planning to encourage blended learning experiences. I have learned the importance of ensuring learners are provided with the opportunity to experience all areas of learning and have the opportunity to work independently. The use of the challenge planner has also taught me the importance of incorporating pupil voice where possible as the learners are more self-motivated to complete the challenges as they are linked to their chosen theme. 

	What next?
	Upon reflection of this learning experience, I will continue to plan for blended learning experiences using the strategies I have learned and provide the learners with opportunities to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills. I will incorporate this experience into my future practice, while ensuring it is adapted to suit the needs of the learners, as well as the school environment. 


	Professional Experience Template 3
	Maths Capacity Practical Lesson 

	Pedagogy Standard
	Real life authentic contexts

	What did you do and why?

	As part of my Professional Teaching Experience (PTE), I planned a Maths lesson which incorporated ‘Real life authentic contexts’. The lesson aimed to develop the learner’s understanding on measuring capacity through a sequence of lessons, the first being a practical lesson. The learners were required to estimate and measure the capacity of various bottles that they would use in real life contexts. Throughout the lesson I continued to refer to everyday life and how this lesson would provide the learners with the knowledge to measure the amount they are drinking each day or how many ml and L they need when baking. I ensured to question the learners during the opening phase, middle and plenary of the lesson, to assess the learner’s progress and understanding of the topic. During the plenary, several learners highlighted how they would use this knowledge in their everyday lives, allowing them to make links to ‘real life, authentic contexts’.

	What have you learned?
	As a result of this learning experience, I have learned the importance of making links to real life contexts where appropriate to enhance pupil’s learning experiences. This experience highlighted how the pupil’s learning was positively impacted through a practical lesson and by making links to everyday life which the learners were able to relate to. 

	What next?
	Upon reflection of this experience, I will continue to use the knowledge and understanding in my future practice, to plan lessons which will support the pupil’s learning. I will incorporate real life contexts where appropriate to support the pupil’s learning and encourage better engagement and participation. 


	Professional Experience Template 4
	Carousel Lesson

	Pedagogy Standard
	Cross-curricular themes

	What did you do and why?

	The class topic whilst on my Professional Teaching Experience was ‘Potions’. As part of placement, I was expected to plan and deliver my own lessons, to which I decided upon a carousel lesson. This allowed me to create a lesson which had several cross-curricular themes and that captured the pupil’s interests by using ideas from their pupil voice lesson at the beginning of the term. The main learning objective for the lesson was ‘To design a magic potion’ and this linked to the Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience (AoLE). As highlighted within the What Matter Statements, the lesson aimed to encourage the learners to combine their skills and knowledge on potions, with their inspiration and imagination to complete the tasks. As the lesson was created to be a carousel, it was completed over five days, with the pupils moving around the carousel each day to complete a new task that linked to the learning objective. 

The cross-curricular themes for this lesson included, Science and Technology, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy and links to the Digital Competency Framework. As the pupils moved around the carousel, they had the opportunity to experience at least one cross-curricular link each day. 
Task 1 included writing an ingredient list and method for their magic potion, with an extension task of calculating the cost of making their magic potion. This task had a cross-curricular link to Language, Literacy and Communication and Mathematics and Numeracy. Task 2 was to design a bottle for the magic potion, including a starter activity of completing market research on potion bottles and an extension task of labelling and describing the bottle. This task had cross-curricular links to Language, Literacy and Communication and the Digital Competency Framework. Table 3 were required to create a poster which showed the before and after effects of their magic potion, with an extension task of writing a paragraph about their poster. This had a cross-curricular link to Science and Technology and Language, Literacy and Communication. Lastly, task 4 involved the learners watching videos on potions and completing a spider diagram with what they had learned. This had a cross-curricular link to Language, Literacy and Communication, as well as the Digital Competency Framework. 

All four tasks were created to support and encourage the development of several skills. The lesson also aimed to provide the learners the opportunity to complete a variety of tasks which were all working towards the same learning objective devised using the What Matter Statements and Progression Steps from within the Expressive Arts AoLE, while also developing their skills within other AoLEs due to the cross-curricular opportunities. 

	What have you learned?
	As a result of undertaking this learning experience, I have learnt the importance of ensuring the learners are provided with cross-curricular opportunities during lessons. I have been able to further my own knowledge on cross-curricular themes and develop my understanding on how creating lessons with cross-curricular links enhances the pupil’s learning and provides them with opportunities to further develop their skills. I have also further enhanced my understanding on the importance of including pupil’s ideas where possible, as it has a positive impact on their learning and participation. 

	What next?
	Moving forward, I aim to ensure that I incorporate cross-curricular links within my lessons where possible. I feel that in future planning, I will be more conscious to make relevant cross-curricular links by looking at the What Matter Statements and Progression Steps and identify which will benefit the learners. 


Introduction
Within this assignment, I will critically reflect on how my professional practice has been transformed in relation to planning, teaching, and assessing. Within Curriculum for Wales, there are Four Purposes and twelve Pedagogical Principles, which as suggested by Welsh Government (2015) should be the focus of all teaching and learning. The pedagogical principle I will be reflecting upon is ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’ (Welsh Government, 2015, pg. 70). This aims to create connections between the six Areas of Learning and Experiences (AoLEs), providing better opportunities for learning. This links in with the Pedagogy Advancing Standard 'Cross-curricular themes,' taken from the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership, which requires the student-teacher to have a solid understanding of curriculum design ideas and a dedication to the development of meaningful cross-curricular themes (Welsh Government, 2019). This pedagogical principal links to the Four Purposes within Curriculum for Wales, particularly ‘ambitious capable learners who are building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply that knowledge in different contexts and are ready to learn throughout their lives.’ (Welsh Government, 2015). Curriculum for Wales 2022 provides schools with the opportunity to develop their own curriculum design that is in the best interest of their learners and individual’s development. Welsh Government (2020) states ‘The Four Purposes should be the starting point and aspiration for schools’ curriculum design.’ As a result, it is important that the design process considers how the Four Purposes will be incorporated into lessons and support the learners through their development within the Four Purposes. 
The reason for choosing this pedagogical principle was based upon my own professional development throughout my Professional Teaching Experience (PTE). Prior to beginning my PTE, I felt I had little understanding on this pedagogical principle and what cross-curricular themes looked like in practice. I was uncertain how links could be made between subjects such as history and mathematics and therefore, focused on developing my knowledge throughout my PTE. This has resulted in this pedagogical principle being the one I feel I have developed significantly throughout my PTE. Over the three experiences, I have continued to build upon my prior knowledge and understanding to prepare and deliver lessons with cross-curricular links that were positively impacting the pupil’s learning. By acknowledging this, I will critically reflect upon my development within this pedagogical principle throughout my PTE and how these experiences will transform my next steps in my future practice.

Literature review 
In the 2008 National Curriculum, there was not an emphasis on cross-curricular themes. Previously, subjects including Art and Music were considered two separate subjects and there was no emphasis on incorporating aspects of Language or Maths into these lessons (Welsh Government, 2008). Within Curriculum for Wales 2022, huge emphasis has been made on developing an integrated approach to learning by making meaningful links across the AoLEs (Welsh Government, 2020). This is supported by Farmery (2015) who highlights that a cross-curricular approach aims to develop meaningful connections between subject areas to make learning motivating, relevant, and real for the pupils. Although Curriculum for Wales 2022 encourages cross-curricular links between all AoLEs, there are three mandatory cross-curricular skills including Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence (Welsh Government, 2019). Donaldson (2018) highlights the importance of these three cross-curricular links within Successful Futures by stating their importance to ‘thinking, learning and life’. Therefore, throughout the Curriculum, they should be developed to allow for progression in pupil’s learning. 
Throughout my PTE, my professional practice has continued to transform with regards to planning, teaching, and assessing. I have continued to develop my knowledge and understanding on cross-curricular themes and developed my skills to enable me to plan and deliver cross-curricular lessons effectively. Prior to my first PTE, I had little understanding on the pedagogical principles outlined in Curriculum for Wales 2022, including cross-curricular themes and what this looked like in practice. I now feel confident in understanding the meaning of cross-curricular themes, as well as how to implement them in practice. 
During my first PTE, I was placed in Foundation Phase, in a reception class. The school had begun changing over to Curriculum for Wales and Foundation Phase had begun making cross-curricular links throughout their continuous and enhanced provision activities. This positively impacted my professional practice as I had the opportunity to observe and support these activities and identify how they had incorporated cross-curricular links authentically. Alternatively, the opportunity did not arise for me to observe cross-curricular links being implemented into focus group activities, therefore limiting my professional development in this aspect. As a result, I felt my ability to support the learner’s development and provide them with transferable skills and knowledge that they could use both within and outside of school was to some extent limited. My second PTE school had not fully transferred to Curriculum for Wales and was therefore still working with the National Curriculum 2008. Subsequently, there was not a focus on cross-curricular links. However, I was able to utilise my knowledge and understanding from modules to incorporate cross-curricular themes into my lessons, providing the learners with the opportunities to develop transferable skills. Moving forward to my next PTE, I acknowledged this as an area for further development in my knowledge and experience. 
Throughout my third PTE, I feel I made considerable progress with regards to my knowledge and skills to implement cross-curricular themes within the classroom. My third PTE school was built with the new Curriculum as the focus, ensuring learners were provided with continuous opportunities to learn within the AoLEs and therefore allowing for cross-curricular links to be made naturally. I ensured that progressing with my knowledge on cross-curricular themes was a priority during this PTE. To ensure progress was made, I observed my class mentor’s lessons and made notes to refer to when planning my own lessons. This also enabled me to observe the pupil’s learning and understanding when cross-curricular themes were incorporated into lessons. The idea of observing to aid professional development is supported by Cajkler et al (2013, p. 547) who states, ‘observations of learning in the classroom led to greater understanding of pedagogic practice’. This signifies the importance of observing teaching and learning within the classroom, to further develop knowledge surrounding pedagogical principles that can have an impact on practice. 
Moreover, I worked collaboratively with my mentor and the Key Stage 2 leader during planning sessions, to develop my knowledge and understanding of planning lessons with cross-curricular themes. Kerry (2010, p. 10) considers collaborative planning to be a key feature of outstanding teaching and learning, which was evident in the outcome of learner’s work and their ability to transfer knowledge and skills across AoLEs. This collaboration positively impacted my progress as I was able to learn from my mentor and colleagues, utilising this knowledge within my own planning. Collaborative learning is supported by Vygotsky (1962) who suggested that we gain knowledge and aid personal development by our interactions with others. Having the opportunity to work collaboratively with members of staff broadened my knowledge on the new Curriculum and provided me with new strategies to use when planning for cross-curricular themes. Likewise, it allowed for collaborative planning which Laurie (2015) believes is beneficial to learner’s development, as it incorporates a range of expertise in different areas, allowing for cross-curricular links to be made authentically. 
In addition, it is important to acknowledge that when planning and creating cross-curricular links, the learner’s viewpoints are considered. This is highlighted by Hayes (1997) who explains that although collaboration between colleagues is effective, the learners should be given the opportunity to highlight their interests and ideas. As part of my lesson highlighted in part 1, I assured the incorporation of learners’ ideas through a pupil voice activity. This provided the learners the opportunity to share ideas on lessons and activities they would like to complete throughout the topic. As a result, this enabled me to plan and deliver a lesson with several cross-curricular links as I had used ideas from the pupil voice activity. Mclntyre et al (2007, p. 150) agrees with encouraging pupil voice, as it benefits the pupil’s learning if they are included in sharing ideas about what they would like to learn and how. 
Within my third PTE, I ensured to provide the learners with opportunities to experience cross-curricular themes where appropriate. It was important that when planning and delivering lessons, cross-curricular themes were embedded authentically, as opposed to being considered an extra. This was identified within my pedagogical principle ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’ (Welsh Government, 2015, pg. 70) as it emphasises the importance of promoting connections between the AoLEs. Creating artificial connections are seen as being meaningless within Successful Futures, whereas authentic connections can be seen to provide better learning experiences (Welsh Government, 2015). Planning and delivering lessons which incorporate cross-curricular themes provide opportunities to develop learners’ skills and where there are opportunities, use them in various contexts and across all AoLEs (Welsh Government, 2020). This is supported by Barnes (2015) who states that cross-curricular learning aims to support learners in developing more in-depth and transferable knowledge of the world around them, through combined experiences within the AoLEs. In contrast, Dean (2001) argues that cross-curricular learning can lead to teachers being too focused on incorporating the cross-curricular links, as opposed to ensuring learners are making progress throughout all areas of learning. The idea of cross-curricular links positively impacting learning is also supported by Gardener (2004) who suggests that creating links between the AoLEs where appropriate is beneficial to the pupils’ learning as it allows for transferable skills and knowledge. On the other hand, Hirsch (2006) believes that lessons should be kept separate and not link with one another as it may cause confusion within the pupil’s learning. This was an aspect I acknowledged when planning my lessons, as I wanted the learners to be confident in understanding what AoLE their learning objective linked to, as opposed to only concentrating on and emphasising the cross-curricular links. This referring back to my previous point on how cross-curricular links are best made authentically. 

As highlighted in part 1, a lesson planned and delivered during my PTE saw the learners completing various tasks as part of a carousel lesson, while all working towards the same learning objective. The main AoLE for the lesson was Expressive Arts, with several cross-curricular links throughout. This encouraged the learners to use the skills and knowledge gained from previous learning across the AoLEs and use it to support them during the lesson. This followed the idea of Barnes (2011) who stated that cross-curricular learning occurs when the skills and knowledge from various learning experiences are combined within a single theme. One task required the learners to write an ingredient list and method for their potion. This linked to the Expressive Arts AoLE as they were encouraged to use their ‘inspiration and imagination’ Welsh Government (2019) as stated in the What Matter statements. However, the task had authentic cross-curricular links with ‘Language, Literacy and Communication’ and ‘Mathematics and Numeracy’ (Welsh Government, 2019). The learners used prior knowledge from their Maths lessons to work out the costings of their potion. This highlighted how cross-curricular links allow learners to develop transferable skills and build on prior knowledge by creating meaningful links between AoLEs. This resembled Bruner’s Spiral Curriculum theory as the lesson enabled the learners to build on knowledge and understanding, developing previously learned skills, within a different AoLE (Bruner, 1963). This was significant to their learning as they were able to experience the relevant and meaningful cross-curricular links, identifying the connections made. This links to the Four Purposes ‘ambitious capable learners’ (Welsh Government, 2015) as the learners were developing their skills to transfer their knowledge into different contexts. 
While planning and delivering my lesson, it was important that each learner understood their task and were aware of the learning objective they were working towards. On each table, they had a flashcard which explained their table’s task, as well as the cross-curricular links they were exploring. This enabled the learners to identify that they were making connections within the AoLEs, without providing too much emphasis that it caused confusion and/or became to forced. This is supported by Alexander (2010) who highlights that cross-curricular learning, if not done effectively, can cause the learners to lose focus on their learning objective and become confused between the AoLEs and the skills they are using from each one. 

Throughout my PTEs, I have had the opportunity to observe and experience cross-curricular links planned for by the class teacher, as well as during my own planning and delivery. These experiences were beneficial to my professional practice as I was able to build upon my prior knowledge and understanding over the three placements and witness cross-curricular themes in both Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 settings. From these experiences, I have learned the importance of incorporating cross-curricular themes into lessons authentically, providing learners with the opportunity to broaden their skills and use them within various AoLEs. As stated by Laurie (2015) a cross-curricular approach will only be effective if the planning allows for meaningful links across the AoLEs and provides learning experiences that allow the children to make connections. Ofsted (2003) identified the possibility of unauthentic cross-curricular links being a barrier to creativity and therefore reinforcing the importance of teachers having valuable knowledge on cross-curricular themes. Acknowledging this, I have developed my understanding in ensuring the cross-curricular themes incorporated into lessons are relevant and meaningful to provide the learners with better learning experiences.  

Conclusion

Upon reflection on how my professional practice has been transformed, I feel I have been successful in my development of planning, teaching, and assessing within Curriculum for Wales. Throughout my PTE, I feel I have made considerable progress in my understanding and knowledge surrounding the twelve pedagogical principles, in particular ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’ (Welsh Government, 2015, pg. 70). From my first to third PTE, I have continued to build upon my prior knowledge, developing my skills and abilities to implement effective cross-curricular links where appropriate. Throughout PTE3, I have had the opportunity to implement my knowledge on cross-curricular themes into lessons that have positively impacted the learners’ development and learning experiences. Upon reflection, I feel I could have planned for further experiences to strengthen the cross-curricular links within lessons, particularly the lesson discussed in part 1. I could have done this by creating discussion around each task, its cross-curricular link, and a real-life experience. By encouraging this discussion, it would have enabled the learners to understand the relevance and real-life context associated with the cross-curricular link. This would have furthered the learner’s experience and given them the opportunity to develop their skills in becoming ‘ambitious, capable learners’ as they would have been able to further build up their knowledge and apply it in different contexts (Welsh Government, 2015). In addition, my next steps in my future practice will be to continue my development within the twelve pedagogical principles, particularly ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ (Welsh Government, 2015, pg. 67). Moreover, I would like to further develop my understanding on implementing a ‘broad repertoire of teaching and learning experiences’ (Welsh Government, 2015, pg. 67) that have a positive impact on the pupil’s learning and development in working towards the Four Purposes. 
Throughout my three PTEs, I have been developing my knowledge and building upon my experiences to meet the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership. My experiences have enabled me to fulfil the requirements of the QTS standards and in particular, my knowledge development has enabled me to meet the Pedagogy Advancing Standard ‘Cross-curricular themes’ (Welsh Government, 2019). The lesson discussed in part 1 and throughout my critical discussion has highlighted my ability to plan a lesson that shows a good understanding of Curriculum for Wales, as well as my ability to incorporate meaningful and relevant cross-curricular links. These standards will support me in my future practice as they have enabled me to develop skills and knowledge across several areas of learning. 
As a result of these experiences, I have developed valuable knowledge that will support me in my future professional practice. I will continue to progress and develop within my discussed pedagogical principle, using my experiences to plan and deliver effective and innovative lessons that support the learner’s development transferable skills and knowledge. Due to the progression in my understanding and knowledge, I will try to incorporate cross-curricular links where possible in future lessons. From these experiences, I now have a good understanding on how cross-curricular links can be made authentically without appearing too forced, which is where I lacked understanding prior to PTE 1. I have gained new strategies that I will implement in my future practice, that will allow for effective teaching and learning across all pedagogical principles. 
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