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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Luke Evans

	STUDENT ID No.: 1920635

	[bookmark: _GoBack]DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Evaluate the effect that only Roads policing unit officers can pursue in the police force and analyse the impact on cutting the RPU officers has on road related deaths and crimes. 
INTRODUCTION:


Policing the roads of the UK is heavily reliant on the road policing unit. As other departments are stretched and have other responsibility’s it is key that the roads policing unit is proactive and available to attend when needed. So why are they being cut and why is roads policing being left out of many policing manifestos? (HMICFRS 2019)

According to research the number of officer attached to the road policing unit within England and Wales has dropped 15% since 2016. In effect has seen a fall of approximately 757 officers patrolling the roads and dealing specifically with road related incidents and crimes. It suggests that it has effected road related deaths as they were falling between 2010 and 2016 however now has remained stable and in some instances increased.  Also in a 10 year time span between 2007-8 and between 2017-18 there was a 64% increase in death or serious injury through unlawful driving.(BBC) To me this shows a clear coloration between the increase in road deaths and crimes and the decrease in roads policing officers. 

It also asks the question of what we can do to change that. If there is no funding for roads policing units then other methods need to be looked at to tackle serious road related crimes. More training and skills need to be offered and provided to response policing officers to be able to catch and convict the more serious criminals using the roads. Skills such as perusing can play a key role in this, as criminals have become smart in knowing which officers and vehicles can pursue them and which vehicles cant. 

It has also been in the public domain recently. BBC Panorama have broadcasted a document on the roads policing unit. It highlights the issue of cutting roads policing officers. I believe that this is a big issue for the public perception of policing and without further research and solutions the statistics could get worse. 


I have chosen this topic as I have a vast interest in roads policing and I believe it plays a key role in disrupting large organised crime groups whilst saving lives of avoidable road traffic collisions. I also have access to a lot of history within the Roads policing unit. My father was a road policing officer for over 15 years and he has many connections within the unit that could assist in my research and give opinions where appropriate. 

 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. The impact of cutting Roads policing officers and the link to the increase in road related deaths and crimes
2. The issues around only allowing roads traffic officers to pursue and the link to how organised crime groups operate.
3. Personal opinions on pursing and how it effects public perception. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The objective of the research is to see why roads policing is being widely neglected and how we can use other methods to stop road related crime.
Part of this topic, being the cuts of Roads policing officers was covered in a documentary by BBC panorama recently. This to me proves that the topic is in the public eye and the issues do exist. The research around pursing is very disputed and widely discussed. This will allow me to get two points of view and widen my research to discuss the positives and negatives around police pursing. 

There is also many statistics in relation to road related crimes and deaths. This can be accessed in may way such as the college of policing for nationally and then more specifically through local forces. 

I also have access to a wide range on research in colleagues and officers. These officers will have a wide range of experiences with policing and I will have access to that information.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I intend to use both methods of quantitative and qualitative research to avoid any bias and gain access to a wider range and balanced views. I will include a survey or questionnaire which will be sent to officers of South Wales Police to gain a general consensus. This is with a view of obtaining their views on the topic and what we can do going forward to make it more efficient. However, care will be taken when reviewing questionnaires as it is purely based on the information that the person has and how they are feeling at the time. 

 I will also interview members of South Wales Police with both little and vast experience of policing the roads. This allows me to gather first hand information, research and opinions and where they believe it will be going forward. It is also crucial in gaining an in-depth understanding on the matter. 
This research will be the best research as they have had the experiences themselves. This allows them to talk about the topic with a vast knowledge.

I will also attempt to get an attachment with the Roads traffic unit. This will allow me to see what work they do first-hand and witness how short staffed they are. It will also allow me to witness their main demand as a unit and what takes up the most of their time. 

Secondary data will also be obtained from an extensive literature, accessing academic research to assist me with statistics and support any evidence or discussions. This will allow me to get the publics view on the topic and access a wider range of opinions and facts. It will also allow me to divide the information and see both positive and negatives on the topics. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

In my project I will be seeking research from both perspectives. I will seek to gain a wider range of participants in questionnaires sent to South Wales Police officers. This will allow me to access a wider range of service within the force and experiences and analyse that data. 

I will also seek to obtain interviews from experts in Roads policing and also current members of the department. This will allow me access into how the general consensus is currently within the department and how they are feeling the cuts first-hand. If I were to use both retired Roads policing officers and current officers it would allow me to compare the results and analyse what worked and what can be incorporated. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I will attempt to keep my research unbiased and get a wide range of opinions from different experiences. I will complete the ethics form and adhere too it at all times. I will also keep peoples personal data protected and always store information on my password protected laptop. I will consider that some peoples opinions may be biased and also some topics may be emotional for some due to experiences within it. 


	TIME SCALE:
. 
Time is very limited with work commits and social life so it is key that I have a plan in place and meet the deadline required. 
I will aim to complete the literature review by July 2022.
I aim to complete my Research Method chapter by September 2022
I aim to complete analysis of results chapter by October 2022
I aim to complete my findings chapter by November 2022. 
The final project is aimed to be complete by January 2023.
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