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[bookmark: _Toc27673655]1. Introduction virtual learning environment
A virtual learning environment (VLE) can be described as the teaching and learning process. Here, the students can easily interact, discuss, communication being engaged with intensive learning process under an online settings. The report will throw light on the impact of the virtual learning in process of enriching the students with knowledge. In this regard, the study will discuss the methodology that will be used to carry out the student. Henceforth primary and secondary data would be collected for drawing proper conclusion.
Title
“The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” 
Rationale
The advent of technology has also changed the mode of teaching in universities and colleges. Virtual learning environment has eased the process of learning and circulating the resources among the students. This has further helped the students to understand the requirement of the assessments and other necessary needs for the completion of the project. Thus, it is enriched with a number of benefits but yet most of the institutes have not yet completely being able to use the facility (Phungsuk et al., 2017). Therefore, by carrying out the research it will be possible to explore further advantages associated with VLEs so that it become an integral part of all the educational institution throughout the globe.
Objectives
· To assess the integration of the Virtual Learning environment in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To understand the skills required by a student to extract advantages associated with VLE
· To suggest the recommendation to improvise the system associated with VLE for easy incorporation within the Universities


[bookmark: _Toc27673656]2. Review of Existing Literature
Effectiveness of virtual learning environment
Advantages
Accessibility is a great advantage of VLE system as a student or learner can access to VLE easily. As stated by Arkorful and Abaidoo (2015), virtual learning environment provides great opportunity for the learners who want to learn effortlessly without being confined under any limitation. As commented by Tibaut et al. (2014), the learner does not need to be specific with location, with a computer or tablet students can easily utilise the digital learning system from anywhere anytime. In addition to that, VLE is very much flexible, as the same does not require much hassle in use. As stated by Jain (2015), the major reason can be identified, as the VLE does not require specific setting for time, place hence it allows learner to learn being flexible. Additionally, VLE can be accessed even from home; hence, it reduces the cost associated with travelling. Further, VLE offers interactive learning process hence; it becomes much easier for the learner to choose what subject they want to study at what time. Hence, learners can enjoy the learning process.
Disadvantages 	
On the other side as argued by Hampel (2014), learners might be confused as to know what to study and what not to in as specific time. In traditional method of learning, a teacher always in the classroom guides the students in their learning process delivering the topic sequentially. However, the teacher is available the individual might not qualified enough. In VLE method the earner do get the availability and flexibility however, lack in terms of proper guidance during the course of study. On the other side, as commented by Arkorful and Abaidoo (2015), server down and other security issues are major part associated with the same. In case of VLE, the concerned university needs to invest a lot to maintain their server additionally; server issue may disrupt overall process of learning.


[bookmark: _Toc27673657]3. Research Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc27673658]3.1 Qualitative research methods
Qualitative research refers to non-quantified data that can be retained from focus groups, case study research, observation, and interview.
[bookmark: _Toc27673659]3.2 Quantitative research methods
Quantitative research refers to quantified data in the form of graphs, charts the received from survey, longitudinal survey, cross sectional survey.
[bookmark: _Toc27673660]3.3 Population
For the conduction of the research, the researcher has considered the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The participants for the primary data collection method had been selected using simple random probability technique. The secondary data were assessed with the aid of the thematic analysis. 
[bookmark: _Toc27673661]3.4 Sample and sample size
In primary data collection method, the four students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus were interviewed to understand their perception associated with VLEs. For this purpose, ten open-ended questions had been used. For secondary research method, the researcher had taken into consideration the literatures that have been published after 2010 and are peer reviewed.
[bookmark: _Toc27673662]3.5 Data collection process 
The present study had taken into consideration both primary data collection method as well as secondary data collection method. The major advantages associated with this method are that due to the utilisation of the open-ended questions, it becomes possible for the participant to extent the discussion by considering diverse other factors (Rahman, 2017). This, in turn, helps the researcher to achieve a new direction in the study. However, in most cases the biasness showed by the researcher harms the reliability of the data.
This data collection method helps in extracting the information from the works of the other researcher. Thus, aiding to understand the global perspective associated with VLEs. However, it is associated with a limitation. This is it does not provide information in the real time frame. This had increased the chances for all the individuals to get equal opportunity to participant in the interview process. Thus, aiding to overcome the risk associated with biasness (Rahi, 2017). On the other hand, for secondary data collection, purposive sampling was used. This had helped the researcher to select the most relevant articles for the study related to VLEs. Moreover, the data collected with the aid of the interview were analysed with the help of comparative data analysis method.
[bookmark: _Toc27673663]4. Ethics in data collection
During the collection of data, no student has been treated unequally. In addition to that, in case of thematic analysis prior permission has been taken from the author before accessing their data.

[bookmark: _Toc27673664]5. Findings Analysis and Discussion
Primary data analysis
Quantitative data analysis (refer to appendix)
QUESTIONS:
1. Is VLE good for students?
	Options
	Respondents
	Total number
	Percentage

	Yes 
	20
	23
	83

	No
	3
	23
	17


Table 1: impact of VLE on students

Analysis: 83% of the students are in favour of the fact that VLE is useful for the students; while, 17% are not in favour. This indicates that VLE has became a vital part of te education because of the ease of providing information and updating the requirements and other information. The negative results were due to the fact that they considered that learning becomes easier when it is taught by the humans.
2. How satisfied are the students about it?
	Options
	Respondents
	Total number
	Percentage

	Very satisfied
	20
	23
	46

	Satisfied
	20
	23
	47

	Not satisfied
	0
	23
	0

	Not sure
	3
	0
	7


Table 2: Satisfaction of students

Analysis: 46%and 47% of the individuals are very satisfied and satisfied with the services of the VLE. However, 75 were not sure. This indicates that the students are able to gain advantage from using VLE. This is because, it becomes easier for them to collect the information associated with the syllabus or related to the topic taught in the classroom. Thus, has helped in improvising the academic excellence of the students.
3. Do you want VLE to be improved?
	Options
	Respondents
	Total number
	Percentage

	Yes
	18
	23
	78

	No
	5
	23
	22


Table 3: Improvisation in VLE


Analysis: 78% of the participants have mentioned that VLE requires further improvisation. On the other hand, 22% were not in favour of the requirement of improvisation. The basic reason behind this is that it is essential to make the navigation of the VLE easier. Further, it is also essential that more of practical exercises must be included. 
4. For how long are you using VLE?
	Options
	Respondents
	Total number
	Percentage

	Less than 1 year
	10
	23
	45

	More than 1 year
	12
	23
	55


Table 4: Duration of use of VLE

Analysis: 55% of the participants had been using VLE for more than 1 year while 45% had been using for less than 1 year. However, one of the participants did not attempt the answer. This is because he has never used VLE.
Qualitative data analysis
5. Why did you use VLE?
Most of the participant’s ad stated that the basic reason behind the use of VLE was due to the fact that it has been provided by the university. This indicates that the higher education systems are incorporating VLE in their regular curriculum for rendering benefits to the students. However, a few students have stated that VLE is easier to use and has simplified the process of learning.
6. Do you think VLE is better than education in the classroom?
For this question, multiple answers were provided by the participants. However, maximum of them indicated that both are crucial for better understanding of the lessons. That is in the absence of classroom teaching it is not possible for the students to understand the concepts effectively. However, the inclusion of VLE simplifies the learning process because with the aid of the Moodle, it has become possible to download the study material. Further, one of the participants had indicated that it does not provide answers to all the questions.
7. Can you give some examples of advantages and disadvantages of VLE?
For this question most of the students seemed unaware of the advantages and disadvantages associated with the VLE. However, a few of the students had indicated that the major advantage associated with VLE is that it helps in making the studies easier as the students are able to access all the study materials uploaded by the teacher easily. However, the disadvantage that has been highlighted is related to the fact that since only texts are available so often it becomes quite boring to study using VLE.
8. Would recommend this platform to anyone?
Most of the participants had indicated that VLE is one of the most 8useful platforms. Henceforth, they have stated that they will consider recommending the usage of the VLE to other students. This will also help those students to improvise their academic skills. 
9. How long do you spend on VLE platform per week?
For this question, multiple answers were received. However, most of the answers revealed that they used VLE every week. However, in this regards, the time varies significantly from person to person. Some of them used for 20 to 30 hours in a week while other used in 2 to 3 days. On the other hand one of the participants was not aware of the time that he had used in using VLE.
10. Does VLE provide your studies? If yes how?
Most of the participants have indicated that VLE is crucial for studies. This is because with the aid of the Moodle that is a form of VLE that helps the participants to download power point presentation and videos so that they are able to study properly. 
Secondary data analysis
Theme 1: VLEs or e-learnings are associated with a number of advantages
As per the study conducted by Srivastava(2019), e-learning has helped the higher education system to experience a number of advantages. By adopting to VLEs, it becomes possible for the education institutes to facilitate the learning process in a flexible way. Therefore, irrespective of the hurdles faced by the students, they are able to pursue with their studies. Therefore, it enhances the efficacy of the knowledge as well as qualification. Apart from this, the study conducted by Chang (2016), had clearly indicated that VLEs provide an opportunity to the students residing at diverse parts of the world to interact with each other. This, in return facilitates them to enhance their existing knowledge with the assistance of others.
Theme 2: VLEs are enriched with self-support materials
VLEs are being drastically used in the learning institutes due to the ease of accessing information. In addition to this, the study conducted byRientieset al. (2016), had signified that the e-learning system also has enabled the provision for uploading audios and videos. This has helped in converting the VLEs into small classrooms that are accessible at any point of time to the users. Additionally, the study conducted by Giesberset al. (2013), had clearly stated that the students who are inclined towards using these videos not only gain better knowledge but are also found to continue with their studies for a longer time then compared to the ones that study with the aid of the texts. Henceforth VLEs are found to play a crucial role in promoting learning among the users irrespective of their age and location.
Theme 3: VLEs is associated with several disadvantages
Despite of the number of advantages, VLE system of learning is associated with a number of limitations. As per the study conducted by Arkorful and Abaidoo(2015), often as the learners are at the ease to choose the time place of learning; therefore, they undergo contemplation, remoteness along with this they also tend to lack the willingness to interact. This significantly affects the learning habits of the person. Moreover, the other crucial disadvantage associated with VLEs is that the users will face difficulty associated with clarification, explanations as well as interpretations. In addition to this, this learning system also hampers the communication skills of the individuals along with it may be subject to piracy and plagiarism
[bookmark: _Toc27673665]6. Summary of the findings
It is found that VLEs will ensure great flexibility in the process of learning however, the learners need to be efficient in the process of using VLE otherwise there will be some sort of difficulties.
[bookmark: _Toc27673666]7.Conclusion
 VLEs have become an integral part of the higher education system. It has enabled the participants to learn irrespective of their age and location. Moreover, the e -learning environment has further helped in creating an environment that are filled up with the essential resources. However, in order to have an efficient learning, it is essential that the users must have basic knowledge related to the utilisation of the computer system and must have an access to internet. This will help the learners to learn the concepts at any point of the day. Moreover, the teachers will also be able to update the requirements of the assessment and the corrections that are to be done by the students at their individual login sites.
Recommendation
To promote the integration of VLEs in all the universities it is essential that the teachers must be trained such that they are able to use this electronic medium of teaching. Additionally, it is essential to keep the interface of the website easier and simple. This will help the students to access it more frequently. On the other hand, it is also recommended that the self-support material must be uploaded on the Moodle of the university regularly. This will further help in making the VLEs popular among the students such that they are able to pursue with their studies with interest.
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Figure 1: impact of VLE on students

Figure 2: Satisfaction of students

Figure 3: Improvisation in VLE

Figure 4: Duration of use of VLE
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