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Medicine and Miracles: Health, Illness, and Cure
Assignment 2: The Commentary

This essay will comment on my ideas on the content and meaning of Thomas Aquinas' Summa Theologica concerning the themes of Medicine and Miracles: Health, Illness, and Cure. The Summa Theologiae, often known as the Summa Theologica, is a systematic theological treatise produced by Thomas Aquinas between 1265 and 1273. It is organised into three sections that discuss God, Man, and Christ. The first and second portions are written by Aquinas, but only the first 90 questions of the third part are. The Supplement is a 14th-century collection of Aquinas' comments on Peter Lombard's Sentences compiled by Aquinas.[footnoteRef:1] This excerpt is concerned with assessing if one miracle is greater than another, and it is based mostly on the idea that God's might is boundless. All miracles, however, are thought to be produced by the same force of God, and this remark is used to defend the concept that no miracle is greater than another.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica. 2018. ‘Summa Theologiae | Work by Saint Thomas Aquinas’, Encyclopædia Britannica <https://www.britannica.com/topic/Summa-theologiae>
]  [2:  Thomas, Aquinas Saint, Dominicans. English Province, and Leo Xiii. 2014. The Summa Theologica (London, England: Catholic Way Publishing)
] 

The term "no miracle is greater than another" can be vehemently argued and agreed upon, to the point that some people believe that some crises require a more elaborate solution than others. Some people, especially when it comes to health and healing, may refuse to believe that something as simple as a miracle may cure whatever ails them. Some people may only believe in medical remedies. It may be difficult for individuals to trust a being they have never seen, with no physical proof of presence or healing - only hope. The majority of Christians, on the other hand, continue to believe in God and his healing gestures, citing the bible and its teachings to support God's presence. This indicates how the Christian communities’ belief in miracles is linked to their faith in God and it also demonstrates faith, or the act of believing in God and his ability to cure people. This extract supports its position by using the Bible's God to illustrate why they believe this argument. This extract emphasises the comparison of miracles to nature's might, which is exceeded in three ways: in the content of the deed, such as two bodies filling the same space, the sun travelling backward, or a human body being exalted. It also asserts that nature cannot resurrect the dead, but she may raise them and give sight to the blind, ranking them second among marvels.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Thomas, Aquinas Saint, Dominicans. English Province, and Leo Xiii. 2014. The Summa Theologica (London, England: Catholic Way Publishing)
] 

This extract emphasises that the Lord talks of miraculous works in John 14:12, asserting that his works would be greater than his works. This is due to the fact that no activity can be compared to God's power, but only to the force of nature, which it surpasses. Nature cannot perform miracles such as turning back time or glorifying a human body. It was also emphasised that Nature's ability has now been surpassed in three ways: first, in the substance of the deed, for example, if two bodies occupy the same space, or if the sun turns backward, or if a human body is glorified: such things nature is completely incapable of doing, and they rank first among miracles. This extract also mentions that it transcends the power of nature, not in the deed, but in the manner in which it is done; as the raising of the dead, and granting sight to the blind, and the like; because nature may give life, but not to the dead; and such are ranked second in the list of miracles.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Hause, Jeffrey. 2020. Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae a Critical Guide (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press)
] 

The most important details that were highlighted in this text are that miracles outperform nature's power in the amount and order in which they occur, such as when a man is suddenly cured of a fever without treatment or the usual course of nature, or when the air is suddenly condensed into rain by Divine power without a natural cause. These are the most common types of miracles, and each has varying degrees based on the numerous ways in which nature's might is transcended.[footnoteRef:5] Regarding this portion of the extract, while nature is an important part of life, there are still things that happen in life without the assistance of nature or even visible treatment. This section emphasises the importance of God's divinity and why it is crucial in the healing process of miracles. [5:  Hause, Jeffrey. 2020. Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae a Critical Guide (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press)
] 

According to my interpretation of this passage, the way it relates to the module topics demonstrates the historical emphasis on healing. It also emphasises the issue of believing and relates to how people traditionally believe in what they desire for comfort in order to feel better about a circumstance. Hearsay is also an important factor in beliefs because when word spreads that something has previously healed someone, everyone rushes to try it out of desperation. This extract relates to the module in an intriguing way by demonstrating that there are alternatives to medicine that can be used to cure a person. It demonstrates how God is praised now and, in the past, as well as how powerful the Christian influence is in the community.  The purpose of this excerpt is to emphasise the importance of believing in God's work and how the Bible illustrates God's work and why people should believe in it.
In conclusion, this extract contends that no miracle is greater than another, based on the notion that God's might is limitless. It emphasises that the Lord speaks of miraculous acts in the Bible verses and that they surpass the power of nature, not in the deed, but in the manner in which they are performed. Nature may provide life, but it does not give life to the dead, who is ranked second on the list of miracles. This extract corresponds to the module's topics in that it emphasises the importance of health and faith in a higher power to heal others.
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