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Abstract (approximately 500 words): 
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The Fourth Evangelist’s portrayal of Jesus seems to show him existing outside of 

time. The Prologue describes “the Word”, understood as Jesus, as existing since 



“the beginning”. Although the word is enfleshed at a specific historical and 

temporal time, his existence transcends this period. In Jn. 8:51-58, Jesus 

identifies himself as the eternal I AM. Jesus does not seem bound by the passing 

of time. A distinction is also drawn between “ordinary” (kronos) and “special” 

(kairos) time. In chapter 7, Jesus’ brothers invite him to attend the festival of 

Tabernacles. Jesus’ response in v. 6 might sound derogatory and gives the 

impression that the way the brothers use their time is insignificant. Jesus’ time is 

more significant and is yet to come. A stark contrast is drawn between Jesus’ 

time and that of the disciples (and by extension, potentially that of subsequent 

readers). 

 

Moving on from Jesus’ portrayal, the narrative structure itself makes use of the 

time-bending device of temporal stereoscopy. Temporal stereoscopy refers to the 

simultaneous use of two temporal horizons. In John’s gospel, this occurs in at 

least two ways. The first hinges on the before and the after Jesus’ hour. In John 

2, Jesus cannot intervene because “[his] hour has not yet come” (2:4). From this 

early stage in the Gospel, the Fourth Evangelist seems to be referring to an 

event that is yet to actually occur. Shortly after the wedding in Cana, Jesus 

cleanses the Temple (another Johannine chronological particularity). During this 

episode, Jesus rather strangely refers to his own death and resurrection (his 

“hour”) almost as a fait accompli. The “hour” seems to act as a hinge in the story 

with the future being referred to retrospectively. 

 

Secondly, temporal stereoscopy also shapes the narrative because of the 

situation in which the Fourth Gospel was composed. J. L. Martyn and Raymond 

Brown proposed that the Fourth Evangelist shaped his narrative to address the 

concerns and circumstances of his community and immediate audience. 

Following Gadamer, Frey refers to this as “hermeneutical horizon-conflation”. 

New meaning is derived from the Jesus narrative, as it encounters the lived 

realities of its readers/hearers. Garton notes that Frey’s model would see John’s 

community being ““[pulled]” through time to the historical event narrated, making 



them Jesus’ immediate addressees and thus genuine witnesses to Jesus’ 

words.” 

 

Frey’s model is limited to joining the horizons of the historical Jesus material and 

Johannine community. I propose to investigate whether a third horizon, that of 

subsequent readers, can be added. The Fourth Gospel’s temporal distortions can 

then be seen as a gateway to Jesus in more than a literary or theological way, to 

become experiential. My research will have to enter into a deeper discussion with 

both Gadamer and Frey as well as calling upon reader-response criticism. 

 

Short Introductory Bibliography: 
Llyfryddiaeth rhagarweiniol byr 
 

Beasley-Murray, George R., John (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2018) 
 
Brown, Raymond E., The Gospel According to John (New York: Anchor, 1966) 
 
Bultmann, Rudolph, The Gospel of John: A Commentary, trans. by George R. 
Beasley-Murray, W. N. Hoare, and J. K. Riches (Philadelphia: The Westminster 
Press, 1971) 
 
Culpepper, R. Alan, ‘Narrative Time’, in Anatomy of the Fourth Gospel: A Study 
in Literary Design, by R. Alan Culpepper, Nachdr. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
1996) 
 
Estes, Douglas, ‘Time’, in How John Works: Storytelling in the Fourth Gospel, ed. 
by Douglas Estes, Resources for Biblical Study, Number 86 (Atlanta: SBL Press, 
2016) 
 
Estes, Douglas, ‘The Temporal Mechanics of the Fourth Gospel: A Theory of 
Hermeneutical Relativity in the Gospel of John’, in The Temporal Mechanics of 
the Fourth Gospel (Brill, 2008) <https://brill.com/display/title/14537> [accessed 
29 September 2023] 
 
Frey, Joerg, ‘Die Gegenwart von Vergangenheit Und Zukunft Christi. Zur 
Verschmelzung Der Zeithorizonte Im Johannesevangelium’ 
<https://www.academia.edu/5863225/Die_Gegenwart_von_Vergangenheit_und_
Zukunft_Christi_Zur_Verschmelzung_der_Zeithorizonte_im_Johannesevangeliu
m> [accessed 13 October 2023] 
 
Frey, Joerg, Die Johanneische Eschatologie II: Das Johanneische 
Zeitverständnis (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1998) 



Garton, Alexander D., ‘“Very Truly, I Tell You, Before Abraham Was, I Am”: A 
Theological Treatise on the Concept of Time in John’s Gospel’, Modern 
Theology, 35.4 (2019), 617–37 <https://doi.org/10.1111/moth.12476> 
 
Lincoln, Andrew, The Gospel According to St John (London: Bloosmbury 
Publishing, 2005) 
 
Maritz, P J, ‘Some Time in John: Tensions between the Hour and Eternity in 
John 17’, Neotestamentica, 41.1 (2007), 112–30 
 
Martyn, J. Louis, History and Theology in the Fourth Gospel, Third edition 
(Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003)  
 
Neyrey, J. H., and E. Rowe, ‘Telling Time in the Fourth Gospel’, HTS Teologiese 
Studies / Theological Studies, 64.1 (2008), 291–320 
 
Rowe, Eric, and Jerome Neyrey, ‘Christ and Time—Part Three: “Telling Time” in 
the Fourth Gospel’, Biblical Theology Bulletin, 40.2 (2010), 79–92 
<https://doi.org/10.1177/0146107910364341> 
 
Thompson, Marianne, The Gospel According to St John (Louisville: Westminster 
John Knox, 2015) 
 
Zimmermann, Ruben, ‘Eschatology and Time in the Gospel of John’, in The 
Oxford Handbook of Johannine Studies, ed. by Judith M. Lieu and Martinus C. de 
Boer (Oxford University Press, 2018), 
<https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780198739982.013.17> 
 

Proposed Supervisor: 
Goruchwyliwr awgrymedig 
 
Prof. Catrin H. Williams 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – YES/NO 
Nodwch a oes angen cymeradwyaeth foesegol ar gyfer y prosiect - OES / NAC 
OES 
 
Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – 
YES/NO 
Nodwch a oes digon o adnoddau ar gael ar gyfer y prosiect - OES / NAC OES 
 



 
The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:   
Cytunwyd ar y pwnc, y cynnig a'r goruchwyliwr uchod: 
 
 
 
Signed : ……………………………………………………..Programme Director/  
Llofnod          Cyfarwyddwr y rhaglen 
 
 
Date:…………………………………………………… 
Dyddiad 
 
 
 
Please return this form to your Programme Director. 
Dychwelwch y ffurflen hon at eich Cyfarwyddwr Rhaglen. 
 


