Explore and evaluate the use of body won cameras in evidence-based policing. 


In this essay it will be talking about the advantages and disadvantages of body worn video cameras and the effect it has on the community and also how it works coincide evidence based policing principles. 

There were many core ideas that were involved within the creation of evidence-based policing these include, “Evidence-based policing refers to the use of the best available data to guide and contest policing policies, practises, and judgements” (College of Policing , 2023). This shows that evidence-based policing allows officers to get the best possible evidence there is available to them. For Example, one theory that is linked to evidence-based policing would be rational choice theory. “This theory focuses on how the criminal is thinking and how they try and go and commit these offenses” (Ganti, 2022). This allows officers the chance to try and work out a way to prevent these incidents from reoccurring and how they can deter anyone else committing the same crime. Also, it’s main focus is to try and outweigh the options that it gives to the criminals and example would be try and cancel out a typical opportunity that a criminal may have. In addition to this “it gives the users the opportunity sees physical impact of different interventions on and allow them to realise how they work, where they work and how they are able to implement them and their cost” (College of Policing , 2023). This means that evidence-based policing allows officers to see what works and what needs to be improved. For example, if the CCTV in the area is not picking up the criminal doing the crime, they would look at another way to try and deter these criminals form committing crimes and how they are going to try and catch them. This is beneficial because once criminals see that there are cameras in place they will look for other areas to go and commit these crimes. It also allows users to work out what is the most effective option, this can be useful as they may be able to implement these options in other areas to try and get the same result and stop crime from being committed. 

Also, “Evidence-based policing was initially introduced in 1998 during Sherman's police foundation speech. The idea of evidence-based policing, according to Sherman, compromises the two facets of experimental research to prove what an intervention truly achieves” (Jennifer Brown, 2018).This shows that Sherman was trying to find the best possible way of gathering evidence. In addition to this, Sherman had set out a plan to try and find the most effective way to collate evidence. This is beneficial for the police as they have been able to gather evidence in a certain way that allows them to cover all aspects that are needed and without being able to miss anything and also ensure the consistency between all forces and that they are all doing it the same way.  Again, this is crucial in order to try and prosecute these offenders and get justice for the victims of these crimes.  Regarding the criminological theories of evidence-based policing, “body worn video cameras are based upon rational choice theory because they act as a deterrence. Also, criminals want to avoid being caught and or getting their identity known” (National Institute of Justice , 2022). This shows that body won cameras are useful as when they are recording, they may be able to get the identities of the criminals which will deter them from committing these crimes.  Also, with the body worn video acting as a deterrence it allows officers to gain compliance. For example, if an officer is dealing with an incident and they make it very clear that everything that is happening is being recorded on a body worn video camera it usually gets people thinking about their behaviour and what they are saying as they do not want to get themselves into any more trouble. 

The purpose of these is that “body worn video cameras are discreet, conspicuous devices used by officers. When police respond to such occurrences, they record both audio and video evidence” (Metropolitain Police , 2023). This is a key factor to the prosecution of these offenders as the footage will play vital evidence when in court of the events of what happened from the officer’s point of view and the action that were taken to deal with it. The reasoning behind the cameras being discreet is to ensure that they do not get in the officer’s way and to allow officers the ability to perform and focus on their investigations. In addition to this as it states they are ‘conspicuous’ this means they are highly visible to all members of the public and they alert them to their presence. This links with rational choice theory as having that initial hi visibility with the body won cameras it will make criminal think before making any moves and they will then have to make a judgement and what they are going to do and how they’re going to behave and react. There are many advantages and disadvantages to body worn video cameras these include, “They have a 90% drop in complaints against police, a 50% drop in force use, a 90% rise in early guilty pleas, and a 22% increase in patrol time” (Body Camera , 2023). This shows that it has got massive impacts to operational duties for officers. Also, as you can see with a 50% decrease in the use of force, body worn video is also helping to keep officers’ safe whist they continue to serve the community. In addition to this, “body worn video has changed the public perception of policing and has improved the confidence that the public have with the police” (Body worn cameras wireless cctv , 2023). This shows that since the roll out of body won cameras the public’s confidence in the police have increased and they feel a lot safer. This also shows that the public confidence has risen, and this is beneficial for the police because having a good relationship between police and community is key for example it will allow more people to come forward and report things and also give information in relation to different incidents.

 Also, they allow officers to use them as a tool in a rage of different incidents for example, “de-escalation of anti-social behaviour” (Body worn cameras wireless cctv , 2023). This shows that they can act as a deterrence and can calm incidents down as most people get worried if they are told that they are being recorded. This shows that with the use of the body worn cameras more people are becoming aware that anything they say or do will be recorded and can be used against them if they go to court which deters many people from getting abusive and violent. Another crucial benefit of these cameras is that it “since the roll out of body worn video it has seen a major reduction in the amount of police officers that get assaulted whilst on duty” (Body worn cameras wireless cctv , 2023). This shows that there has been a decrease in the number of officers getting assaulted. This is a crucial benefit as less officers are getting hurt in the line of duty, which also means that more officers and not off work due to their injuries and more officers will be able to keep the streets safe. Lastly, body worn cameras “can record large amounts of audio and video data” (DTS Solutions , 2022). This allows officers to record incidents in order to allow them to use it as evidence to prosecute and use in court. This is key as when they go to court the officer will be able to provide evidence as it happened and then give their statement as well backing up the footage which can lead to a guilty plea at court. This is a major benefit as the judge will be able to see and hear everything that went on within that incident and the way in which the defendant was acting in order for them to make a fair decision. 

There are also many disadvantages to body worn video cameras these include, “Data encryption is a significant problem that affects how body worn camera footage is stored. The footage may be particularly vulnerable to theft or hacking if it is not encrypted or stored properly” (IFSEC Global , 2022). This shows that there may be a security issue regarding where the footage is stores and can be liable to be accessed by non-authorised personnel. This is a very important disadvantage as everything that is recorded is supposed to be stored securely and only be accessed for a certain purpose and should not be shared with anyone else. If anyone gets access to the footage, they could either delete it which will have a detrimental impact on the prosecution, or they may endanger that individual by putting the video online. In addition to this it will go against off of the GDPR legislation that the police force specifically has. Another disadvantage would be that “The usage of body cameras is not specifically governed by any laws or regulations” (Bodyworn cameras privacy factsheet , 2022). This shows that there are not any laws to say if officers can or cannot use body worn video cameras and how they present them or if they are recording. In addition to this there needs to be legislation in place for officer to be able to use these cameras out in public as if the public request this legislation they have a right to present it to them. Lastly, body worn cameras may be an issue because “Blurs, delays, or other problems may be brought on by the video's quality. due to the officers' moves in the video” (Digital evidence solutions , 2023). This shows that if you playback the footage there may be sections missed for example due to weather conditions or officer’s movements. This can be a major impact when trying to convict suspects as if the body worn camera footage is a poor quality, they may decide not to use it as evidence at court and this may be crucial evidence and the suspect may have all their charges dropped and not be convicted for committing that crime. 

To conclude, there are many advantages and disadvantages towards the use of body worn video cameras. It is clear to see from within this essay that the advantages outweigh the disadvantages and have allowed police officer to do a range of tasks efficiently. It also shows how body worn video cameras allows officer to deal with situation differently and also deters people from acting in an anti-social manner and protects officers from getting into physical altercations and getting assaulted. 
