Chapter 5: Conclusion 
5.1. Introduction 
This dissertation aimed to critically analysis whether UK legislation is currently affording protection to victims of domestic abuse. Current legislation protects victims that have prior knowledge of the legal system or access to sources of legislation. However, further reform is needed and more awareness of the current protection methods available need to be made more accessible. This was found by investigating the three objectives created, which are:

· Objective 1 – Identify the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and the needs of victims.
· Objective 2   – Assess current legislation that protects victims from domestic abuse.
· Objective 3  –  Evaluate public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation and the reforms they offer.
5.2. Objective One 
The investigation into the first objective found that domestic abuse is highly prevalent in the UK as the Office for National Statistics (2023) reported an estimate of 2.1 million victims of domestic abuse in the year ending 2023, with only 889,918 of those victim’s reporting cases of domestic abuse to the police. The research into the needs of the victims collated that the victim’s need more support from the police. Victim Support (2018) concluded one of the main reasons victims do not report their experience of domestic abuse to the police is that they lacked empathy or did not believe what they reported was true, this fear of not being believed will impact the decision of other victims. According to Aldridge (2015) another reason for not reporting is due to a trauma bond created with the abuser which influences the victim to stay with them and not report the abuser to the police. Also, the fear of the impact the abuser will have on the victim if no conviction is made. A recommendation for the needs of the victims could be a dedicated unit in the police that only deals with cases of domestic abuse. Vetted and patient officers would be used alongside social services to sit down with the victim to take statements and give a guide on what the victims options and next steps are. The Nation Domestic Violence Hotline, 2021) portray that victims need to organise a portfolio of evidence to provide to the police to prove that domestic abuse is occurring. A guide or help should be given to the victim to support them creating this portfolio as it could be unsafe for the victim to carry this out alone. If a domestic abuse team were created this would be one of the roles and services provided. There should be no lack of clarity of the victim’s steps which there is now. The Metropolitan Police (2023) states that the procedure for reporting a case of domestic abuse is to call 999 for immediate intervention. From here a report is made and the victim will receive an update within 24 hours if a conviction is made. It is then down to the victim to make the next steps with no guidance. This is a crucial gap in legislation between police intervention and the victims next steps. 	Comment by Maddie Howes: Once this has been cited in lit review add here 
5.3. Objective two
The research found that there is a lack of protection through legislation for victims of domestic abuse and a lack of knowledge from the public regarding current legislation and resources that are already available. A gap in legislation regarding non-molestation orders is that a person can only be applied for associated people such as marriage or civil partnerships (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2020). On the other hand, protection orders such as non-molestation orders and occupation orders might not be common knowledge to people who are not familiar with law or to those who do not have access to a solicitor who would communicate these protection methods to the victims (Women’s Aid, 2023). Many victims may stay with their abusers for financial reasons and may not be able to afford a solicitor. The law society (2023) state that legal aid can make the different between a victim that continues to suffer and a victim who becomes free of their abuser. Garton (2016) collated that 39% of women who applied for legal aid were rejected. That percentage of victims might have had to stay in their abusive homes due to the lack of exposure to the appropriate legislation through a solicitor. Safelives (2023) communicated that 60% of victims that used the correct protection methods and received the right advice found that the abuse stopped. Even though a solicitor is not needed to use legislation it might be the only way a victim can find out about the appropriate legislation. According to Speed and Richardson (2022), some victims cannot access the internet to gain knowledge of these protection methods due to restrictions or fear from their abuser. A recommendation for the exposure of current legislation would be to create an information pack for victims that receive intervention from the police, this pack would contain legislation such as the Housing Act 1996 that treats victims and children of victims as homeless and will be prioritised on housing lists. This would give victims a sense of security if they left their abuser. Legislation should be created surrounding the urgency of police enforcing the use of emergency non-molestation orders when a victim displays enough signs of harm then it should be implemented immediately until further action is taken. 	Comment by Maddie Howes: Find citation in analysis
5.4. Objective three 
The primary research collated that the public have a good understanding of the meaning of domestic abuse however, a large proportion of the public associate domestic abuse with just physical violence where in fact it includes many other factors too (Cox, 2022). The primary research magnified that the public overestimated the prevalence of domestic abuse in the UK. But this could be due to the lack of reports of domestic abuse rather than lack of cases. It was found that the public struggles to name other support services other than the police. This could allude to victims also not knowing other ways to gain support other than the police.
5.5. Conclusion  
It Is prevalent that there is a lack of education surrounding the topic of domestic abuse. and legislation should be put in place for schools and prisons to teach and communicate what domestic abuse is and the protection that is currently afforded. 
