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This assignment aims to discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in India. Comparing findings to that of the United Kingdom. In addition, it will aim to discuss the way these barriers can be overcome using government and international organisations. Several barriers to Education will be outlined with an in depth at the gender barrier.
“Education is not simple but a hugely complex concept, a highly significant activity and a constantly debated topic within families, local communities, regional societies, national governments and international organisations.” (Bignold and Gayton, 2009. P.89) Most people have a view on education whether that be what the curriculum should look like, how to achieve effective teaching or how to assess pupil’s achievement. Additionally, most people experience some form of education, at home or in a school setting. As with all educational settings it is unfortunate that there are often barriers some children may face in obtaining engagement in education. In India there are several factors that can act as barriers to education. 
India is the second mot populated country in the world, the current population stands at 1.3 billion. (World Meters, 2021.) It has over three million children living on the streets and over one hundred and fifty million children working as bonded laborers. (Smile Foundation, 2020) Although it has a national policy for compulsory education for primary aged children in addition to a child labour policy, only 50 percent of children have access to education. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 1989) defines children’s rights. These are the minimum freedom and entitlements that all children under the age of eighteen are entitled to regardless of their gender, religion, race, national origin, colour, opinions, wealth, birth status and disability. Article 28 of the act states: “Children have a right to an education. Discipline in schools should respect children’s human dignity. Primary education should be free. Wealthy countries should help poorer countries achieve this.” Similarly, the education for sustainable development agenda is an action plan that consist of seventeen goals that “are indivisible and encompass economic, social and environmental dimensions.” (United Nations Educational, Scientific Cultural Organization, 2017) It aims to eliminate poverty through seventeen sustainable development goals by 2030. Goal four aims to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.” (UNESCO, 2017) 
Despite global policies and framework stating the importance of education, India has an urgent requirement for greater development of its education and schooling. Looking at the barrier’s children face in gaining an education is the key to supporting overcoming the barriers. The main barriers to education in India are poverty, gender discrimination, overcrowded schools, and lack of trained teachers. Within each of these barriers are many more individual barriers, for example poverty. Those living in poverty face extreme barriers when accessing education, these include transportation, affording school uniforms and equipment and sometimes school fees.
Even when children are in school, they still face barriers to fulfil their educational needs. Schools can be poor learning environments with outdated resources and materials lack of technology and a lack of qualified staff. The classrooms may be overcrowded and the buildings themselves may be inadequate. Oxfam (no date) reported “Overcrowded classrooms, absent teachers and unsanitary conditions are common complaints, and can lead parents to decide it is not worth their child going to school.” Similarly, a survey that was conducted in 780 Government run schools across thirteen Indian states founding’s discovered that key facilities to such as toilets and drinking water were found either in poor condition or missing. (Millennium India Education Foundation, 2013) Just 4.8% of Government schools have all the nine facilities that are required under the RTE (Right to Education) Act (2009). This act was enforced to provide free and compulsory education for children between the ages of six and fourteen. The act has many rules and regulations, one of these being good hygiene provision. This Act links to both goal six of the ESDGC which is clean water and sanitation (UNESCO, 2016) and Act twenty four of the UNCRC Rights of the child (1989) Children have the right to the best health care possible, safe water to drink, nutritious food and a clean and safe environment. It seems that the rules from RTE are only implied in Private Education Sectors and that Government run schools need to vastly improve the quality of education settings. In comparison, some schools In Wales have been found in a poor state in the past. BBC News (2010) reported inadequate investment in school buildings and poor maintenance, particularly in the 1980s and most of the 1990s, had left school buildings in poor repair. This led the Welsh Assembly Government investing 560 million pounds to ensure all schools were fit for purpose by 2010. Unfortunately, not the same can be said to improving facilities in India due to the insufficiency of funding. Most of the steps needed to transform the quality of education in India do not require policy change but a shift in government funding to support the development of facilities.
Goal five of the Sustainable development goals is gender equality, aiming to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. (ESDGC, 2017) correspondingly Article 28 of the UNCRC that states children have right to education regardless of their gender. Seemingly that boys and girls should have the same rights to education, this does not seem to be the case in India. Whilst the number of girls attending primary school is roughly the same as boys, as they get older the gap widens when more girls drop out to get married or help with home chores. The barrier affects their education in addition to work, marriage and relationships with others and decision making. The gender barrier extends to beyond schooling when only one quarter of women are in the formal workplace.” The most common reason girls were found not to attend school was financial problems, according to TAG (Teen Age Girls, 2017) survey that spoke to 74,000 girls across India. This could be if they could only afford to send one child to school, they would choose the boy, or that they could not afford textbooks or travel fares. Additionally, they may have needed to rely on the financial income of their daughter meaning the girls would need to work instead of continuing with education. 
This can be compared in some context to some of the barriers faced in Wales, although these are not gender specific many families are faced with financial worries when sending their children to school. They may suffer with transport issues, financial costs for uniform or clothing. Those children classed as living in poverty or in less well-off homes do not perform as well as those who are not. BBC News (2020) reported that the performance gap has failed to narrow over a decade. Child poverty is unacceptable and levels in Wales remain stubbornly high. Recent data show us almost one in three children are currently living in low income households. (Welsh Government, 2015) The Welsh Government aims to continue to support this by offering funding and support for the families from additional agencies.
The Welsh government has revised a Child Poverty Strategy that aims to tackle the issue. One of the aims is to increase the skills of parents and young people living in low-income households so they can secure well-paid employment and in-work progression, as in-work poverty is a growing issue. This could be an approach that India could adapt, supporting and upskilling the parents to reduce poverty in future generations, 
Girls may also face barriers attending school because of period poverty. Many girls do not have access to hygienic safe sanitary products. “On average, girls miss six days of class each month due to shame surrounding their periods or a lack of sanitary products. This contributes to the number of girls in India who drop out of school each year.” (The Borgen Project, 2019) It increases their risk of disease as they may use dirty rags to replace sanitary pads. Furthermore, it is seen as a shameful topic, often described as dirty and can even be separated from their family when praying or eating. The cost of the sanitary products and facilities exceeds many family’s budgets meaning costs of pads are unattainable. Unicef’s WASH programme aims to improve girls’ access to hygiene including well equipped toilets in schools, with a hope that it will improve as a barrier to girl’s education. Another organisation Binti is distributing sanitary products. and educating women in the subject. This barrier is one that is faced in many countries including Wales where one in ten girls aged 14-21 in the UK could not afford sanitary products. (BBC, 2020) 3.1million pounds has since been invested to prevent “period poverty” This ensuring that a girl’s period is not a barrier to her succeeding in life.
Within SDG targets goal 5.3 details include: Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation. Worldwide 250million women alive today were married before their fifteenth birthday and many of these against their will. (Action Aid, 2021). Child marriage can have long term effects on not only the children but society. Child marriage tends to mean that girls end up having children younger and then that they would have more children over their lifetime, adding to population growth. This can also reduce the ability for households to afford their basic needs, contributing to poverty. It is important to note that child marriage can affect both boys and girls and that it violates their rights. Estimates suggest at least 1.5million girls under the age of 18 get married in India each year. (UNICEF, date unknown) “The relationship between child marriage and educational attainment for girls is also strong. In most developing countries, it is extremely difficult for girls to remain in school once they get married” (Global Partnership Education, 2017) Completing education is almost impossible once a girl gets married. They are expected to undertake household chores and responsibilities. Keeping girls in school for as long as possible will delay the age of marriage. It is clear that child marriage is damaging to the child and also affects economical issues by increasing population and in turn poverty. Fortunately, there has been a significant progress in the reduction of child marriage this could be down to many factors including better access to education for girls, government investment and the strong publicity that child marriage is illegal.
This bears no comparison to the United Kingdom, although child marriage is not as unheard of as we may think. “In the UK, the Home Office's Forced Marriage Unit supported over 1,400 suspected cases of forced child marriage in 2016.” (Action Aid, 2021) However, it does not have a high impact on the reason girls do not attend school. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland children that are aged 16 and 17 can marry with their parent’s permission where as in Scotland children can marry at 16 without their parents’ permission. 
All over India boys and girls witness gender inequality first-hand in their communities and even their own homes. Although it may impact on the lives of both genders’ girls are seen to be the disadvantaged.  It is critical to abolish gender inequality and discrimination. This still happens in India today however one the reasons there has been development of the barriers to gender equality in education is the involvement of international organisations. The promotion of gender equality within education can be achieved through ensuring it is included in the curriculum and teachers have the relevant training to be able to teach it. Also teaching children to think about gender equality from a young age. UNICEF India’s 2018-2022 Country programme supports this development by aiming to educate out of school children by implementing new strategies ensuring non gender stereotype resources are used such as books, images and language. Unicef (Date unknown) reports on gender equality by stating “Every child deserves to reach her or his potential, but gender inequalities in their lives and the lives of those who care for them hinder this reality.

The impact hunger has on education is not as commonly reported. When children are in school, they may be distracted. They may have many things running through their minds, their hobbies, friends, families, worries, tiredness and hunger can be many of the things they think about. Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs Theory (1943) addressed that humans meet their individual needs in order of importance. Children will need to meet their needs at the bottom of the table before the first level being physiological needs including nourishment, sleep, clothing and shelter. This theory represents the importance of children satisfying their hunger needs before focusing on education.
Around 3,000 children die every day from hunger in India. It is ranked 97th in the world of addressing hunger (The Borgen Project 2018). The country lacks resources to resolve its hunger issue, but other nations support through organisations. Fortunately, there has been development of this barrier. India feeds 100 million children every school day by providing them with free school meals which is the largest lunch system in the world.  The Midday meal scheme offers a wholesome freshly cooked lunch served to children in government run and aided schools in India. It aims to increase school attendance, avoid children in the classroom being hungry and address malnutrition. Organisations have helped the situation as the country is climbing in the world rankings. As in 2008 it was ranked 102 in the world. (The Borgen Project 2018). Despite there still being room for improvement it data shows it is beginning to make progress. 
In England and Scotland and Wales households on low income are eligible for free school meals However all school lunches are free for infant aged children those up to year two. According to the Department for Work and Pensions,(2020) an estimated 4.1m children live in relative poverty in Great Britain. However, fewer than two million pupils across Scotland, Wales and England are eligible for free school meals. These figures display the country is not providing to all those living in poverty. As the UK is the fifth richest country in the world, we are failing in comparison to somewhere like India. A charity that feeds children in India has supporting feeding poor children in England. Akshaya Patra started to serve thousands of hungry children over half term. The BBC (2020) reported on this stating ““It might seem strange to some that this model is imported from India but we are bringing a tested model from a country that has dealt with this problem with speed and at scale.”  It bears an interesting question that if India can afford £1.5 billion for their school lunch programme why is it that Britain, that is the fifth richest country in the world not providing all school children with free meals. 

The Guardian (2013) reported, “India is no longer considered a poor country and yet many children do not receive a good education.” Despite a significant increase in educational budget, the country needs a consistent curriculum for both government and private school to avoid creating an economic class divide. It seems the Government in India is negligent towards its schools and needs to improve education and facilities and continue to support the budget to do this. Article 28 of the UNCRC stating “Children have a right to an education. Discipline in schools should respect children’s human dignity. Primary education should be free. Wealthy countries should help poorer countries achieve this.” This implies that if India is struggling to do this solely then those wealthier countries that are excelling in their educational provision should offer support. This could be financial support or support through organisations or shared practice. What has worked well for one country should be shared in the hope that India can use this practice to develop its systems. The UNCRC has been criticised for having the perspective that ‘expects that parents will prioritise education over work and does not recognise the decisions poor families must make around their children’s education and the need for survival’ (Edwards, 2015: 69).
The sustainable development goals aim to change the entire nation but in order to do this we must all understand the problems. Educating children on the goals and inspiring them to see the lifelong opportunities education can offer them and the support of the barriers that prevent them from this. It is essential to continue to develop our understanding of what is required of us as a nation to achieve this.



