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 Ortner, Sherry B. (1974) Is female to male as nature is to culture? Woman, Culture and society. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, PP 68-87
Within this piece Ortner argues that all cultures have an element of patriarchy and misogyny. She states that this happens in three main ways. The first being the explicit devaluation of women and their perceived roles within society, second being the implicit devaluation of women and their perceived roles within society, and lastly with the explicit exclusion of women from higher society. Ortner states that women are seen as closer to nature whereas men are seen as closer to culture. Culture appears to attempt to control and manipulate nature. Women are seen as closer to nature due to their active presence within its processes, for example childbirth and the production of breast milk. However, there appears to be no real reason as to why women can’t be put into the culture category. Women teach culture to their young children, then men take over this role later in the child’s life. This can even be seen within cooking, as women are the ones to cook meals within the household whereas there are more male professional chefs than women. She also states that women have a “feminine psyche” with its own specific characteristics. Women’s psyche is direct and unmediated whereas men’s is the opposite, this can be seen within relationships. This difference is cause by the mother’s looking after children at an early age, where then the males tend to follow their fathers and the females stay with the mothers. This in a way shows that women encompass culture but are not necessarily a part of it. 

“The Dancing Boys of Afghanistan” (2010) Frontline. Series 28, Episode 7. Available at: https://vimeo.com/11352212
This film looks at the Bacha Bazi, the term used in Afghanistan to describe young boys dancing, dressed up as young girls. Many of the boys who go into this trade are coerced into it with the promise of care and money, it appears easy for the men to acquire these boys as they are poor, and money is hard to come by. These boys are often as young as eleven years old. Though not expressed outright it seems to be unspoken knowledge that some, if not most, of these boys become trapped in sexual slavery and are often murdered. The main excuse the men use for this behaviour is that the women are hidden away, often behind burkhas, so the boys are their only option to express themselves sexually. Each of the boys gets a trainer who teaches them how to dance, how to sing, and tells him what to say. Once a boy reaches adulthood at eighteen years of age he is no longer desirable, unfortunately the film doesn’t go into detail of what happens to these boys at this stage. The ownership of a dancing boy is a highly regarded status symbol, even though it is against the law in Afghanistan. There is a clear sexual undertone to the ownership of a dancing boy, though it is never explicitly said within this documentary. This is particularly interesting as homosexual behaviour is illegal within Afghanistan but seems to be socially acceptable so long as the boys are dressed as girls.

Strathern, M. (1988) The Gender of the Gift. California: University of California Press. PP59-65
Within this piece Strathern mainly focuses on Melanesians, specifically the women of Papua New Guinea. She proposes that as opposed to these women being oppressed, as seen by Western society, rather the definition of gender is simply different. She suggests that we are unable to understand their use of gender due to a lack of experience. When looking at the Sambia, the boys are taken away from their mothers for an initiation ritual in which they are “given a sense of their own maleness”, as opposed to within our own society where we self-identify with a gender. Strathern draws attention to the fact that there are many different rituals across Melanesia within which boys become men. This leads on to her point that men are viewed to be created by culture where as women are simply born as they are. What I take this to mean is that it is important to note that gender is viewed differently in each culture. 
Weiner, Annette B. (1979) “Trobriand Kinship from Another View: The Reproductive Power of Women and Men” Man, New Series. Vol 14, No 2: PP 328-348
Although this piece focuses mainly on the topic of kinship, it does make some interesting points regarding gender. Within this piece Weiner focuses on people from the Trobriand islands, they are a matrilineal society. A woman’s brother must provide for his sister and her children, producing yams to feed them. This relationship must be constantly negotiated in order to maintain support from one another. Within Trobriand culture a man is not seen to play a part in producing children, the husband of the mother does play a fatherly role in the upbringing of any children she has. Both the husband and the brother provide for the woman so that she can accumulate wealth and distribute it accordingly. Marriage is very important as it allows a woman through the use of objects to demonstrate her power as an individual. It is interesting to note that within this society women hold almost all of the power. 
Ereira, A. (1990) The Heart of the World. London: Butler and Tanner LTD
This book looks at the Kogi, who are particularly interesting as their society appears to be run by men, but their cosmology revolves around a woman. They believe that the great mother created the world in water and continues to create water within it. Everything was created within Aluna and the mother is the mind inside nature. When the mother bled she was fertile, and her blood is gold, and thus the gold in the world is fertility. Humans were created to care for the world. The Kogi class themselves as the “elder brother” and the rest of the world to be the “younger brother”, it is notable to mention that these are masculine terms. They believe that the earth is the mother, and where they live is the heart of the mother. Younger brother is killing the world, and the world will die if we do not stop digging. The Kogi men must look after their wives and never mistreat her. Although their daily lives do not appear to be particularly gender driven their cosmology is. 



Glossary

Polygyny – A marriage within which there is more than one wife. For example, a man with three wives is engaged in polygyny whereas a man with one wife is not.
Exogamy – The act of marriage to someone from outside your tribe.
Endogamy – The act of marriage to someone from within your tribe.
Matriarchy – A culture which is run by women
Patriarchy – A culture which is run by men.
Dichotomy – The division of a whole into two opposing parts. For example, gender into male and female.
Monogamy – A relationship solely between two people and no other partners.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sex – Either of the two main categories into which most living creatures are divided, male or female.
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Creation Story

•

The Sambia belief’s stem from numboolyu, their male role model. 

•

Numboolyu and Chemchi were the first two people, and both were 

hermaphrodites.

•

Numboolyu instigated fellatio with Chemchi

•

This lead to Numboolyu’s breasts reducing and his penis enlarging

•

This process was reversed for Chemchi, her breasts enlarging and her penis 

reducing.

•

Chemchi became pregnant

•

In order to deliver the baby Numboolyu must cut open her vagina

•

This made it possible for vaginal intercourse

•

She then has a second child, both children being boys.
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Creation Story Continued…

•

Once the youngest child reached puberty he became sexually aroused, but had 

no outlet for this.

•

Numboolyu considers offering Chemchi as an outlet but quickly realises that this 

would make him jealous

•

Instead he suggests that the boy initiates fellatio with his younger brother

•

This was seen to provide both an outlet and a way for the older boy to become 

more masculine.

•

The process must be hidden from Chemchi.

•

Numboolyu is said to have fathered many children

•

He founded institutions upon which their culture is based

•

His namesake derives from the idea that he outlived many plagues and 

diseases.
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Once the youngest child reached puberty he became sexually aroused, but had no outlet for this.

Numboolyu considers offering Chemchi as an outlet but quickly realises that this would make him jealous

Instead he suggests that the boy initiates fellatio with his younger brother

This was seen to provide both an outlet and a way for the older boy to become more masculine.

The process must be hidden from Chemchi.

Numboolyu is said to have fathered many children
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Masculinity within the Sambia

•

The initiation ritual is a massively important part of Sambia culture.

•

Masculinity is thought to develop through the ingestion of semen.

•

Masculinity must be made, it does not come naturally.

•

As such young boys are seen as something between men and women.

•

Any kind of sexual behavior is discouraged and shamed.

•

Jerungdu is the term used for the essence of masculinity

•

Jerungdu can be both physical hardness (bones etc..) and bodily fluids (semen, sweat)

•

Masculinity can be depleted, women sap Jerungdu out of men during heterosexual intercourse

•

The ideal male is a war leader. He must possess an abundance of semen, kill readily and boast of 

such killings, love men but lust women.

•

Polygyny is expected, the more wives the better.
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Females within the Sambia

•

To be female occurs without action.

•

Women are thought to be made of blood.

•

All blood is female, even the men’s blood.

•

Menstrual blood is thought to be polluting but also holds longevity and vitality.

•

Women are thought of as lesser people than the men.

•

Women live separately from the men, even using different pathways.

•

Women are regularly bought or stolen to be used as wives, as such they are owned by the men.

•

Woman’s strength is seen to come from the man’s semen.

•

Breast milk is semen – perhaps because it gives strength to the child?
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Hermaphroditism

•

The Sambia have a genetic disposition to a certain type of hermaphroditism

•

This is called “5-alpha reductase deficiency hermaphroditism”

•

The Sambia call this Kwolu-aatmwol.

•

It is a hormonal defect that occurs in males.

•

It blocks the metabolism of testosterone to dihydrotestosterone (DHT)

•

DHT is what masculinises the external genetalia and as such these boy’s genitals appear 

to be female.

•

When these children hit puberty they undergo a typical male puberty, but if they have 

been confused as female this can be troubling for them.
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Initiation Ritual

Day One/Two

•

Boys are removed from their mothers aged between 7 and 10 

years old.

•

The men come and kidnap them from their families.

•

They are unaware of what will happen as the initiation ritual is 

kept secret, they are simply told that they will be taken when 

the flutes sound.

•

There are no exceptions, all boys must undergo this ritual.

•

Each boy is given a sponsor, this sponsor then carries them to 

the ritual site whilst other men thrash them with sticks.

•

The boys are tied to trees and rubbed with rough palm leaves.

•

That night the boys have their last meal with their mother, a 

meal of frogs prepared by the mothers.

•

The mothers insult the men and vice versa, even escalating into 

fighting.

•

The women take sticks from the fire and beat the boys with 

them.

•

This is the last time they will be with their mother.
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Boys are removed from their mothers aged between 7 and 10 years old.

The men come and kidnap them from their families.

They are unaware of what will happen as the initiation ritual is kept secret, they are simply told that they will be taken when the flutes sound.

There are no exceptions, all boys must undergo this ritual.

Each boy is given a sponsor, this sponsor then carries them to the ritual site whilst other men thrash them with sticks.

The boys are tied to trees and rubbed with rough palm leaves.

That night the boys have their last meal with their mother, a meal of frogs prepared by the mothers.

The mothers insult the men and vice versa, even escalating into fighting.

The women take sticks from the fire and beat the boys with them.

This is the last time they will be with their mother.
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Initiation Ritual

Day Three

•

The boys are subjected to a public thrashing in the morning 

where their mothers try to steal them back but get beaten.

•

They lay down on the floor of the Men’s Clubhouse and attempt 

to spit pieces of possum liver onto the ceiling.

•

Bundles of sharpened reeds are violently stuffed up the noses of 

the boys in order to initiate blood letting.

•

The boys bodies are rubbed with nettles in order to harden their 

skin.

•

They are told that the next part of the ritual will happen when 

they hear the secret flutes.

•

These secret flutes are actually the penises of older men.

•

When these flutes appear the boys must felate the men and 

ingest as much semen as possible.

•

They are told that they must never tell women about this, and 

they must avoid women as much as possible.

•

This encounter lasts two days.
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Initiation Ritual

•

The rest of the initiation ritual involves the 

following:

•

They must kill someone

•

They must capture women

•

They must capture an enemy and ingest his 

semen

•

They must marry

•

They must become a parent

•

They must continue to induce nosebleeds and 

ingest semen throughout their lives.
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Conclusion/

Analysis

•

It appears that each part of the 

initiation ritual can be traced 

back to the creation story.

•

Although it appears incredibly 

cruel, the Sambia have a reason 

for each part of the ritual.

•

Gender seems to be incredibly 

important to them.

•

Every part of their daily lives are 

run off the back of their concept 

of gender.
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Oxford dictionary definition

Gender - Either of the two sexes (male and female), especially when considered 

with reference to social and cultural differences rather than biological ones. The 

term is also used more broadly to denote a range of identities that do not 

correspond to established ideas of male and female.

A quote from the oxford dictionary on the usage of the term gender: Although the 

words gender and sex are often used interchangeably, they have slightly different 

connotations; sex tends to refer to biological differences, while gender more often 

refers to cultural and social differences and sometimes encompasses a broader 

range of identities than the binary of male and female

It is important to note that there is a difference between sex and gender.
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The Sambia

•

Gender plays a huge part in most 

societies, however none more so 

that I’ve looked at than the Sambia.

•

Gender roles are extremely 

prevalent within Sambia culture, and 

their whole society appears to 

revolve around these roles.

•

These roles stem from their 

creation story and involve a genetic 

disposition to a certain type of 

hermaphroditism.

•

A brief warning, I will detail their 

initiation ritual later on in this 

presentation, it can be seen as 

disturbing.
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The Sambia





Gender plays a huge part in most societies, however none more so that I’ve looked at than the Sambia.



Gender roles are extremely prevalent within Sambia culture, and their whole society appears to revolve around these roles.



These roles stem from their creation story and involve a genetic disposition to a certain type of hermaphroditism.



A brief warning, I will detail their initiation ritual later on in this presentation, it can be seen as disturbing.
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