[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Int_OGeaTTjx][bookmark: _Int_hzF8Jlxg][bookmark: _Int_MFrFdXIe][bookmark: _Int_gYp5NcdC]“Judges are servants of the public and are entitled to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible". To what extent do you agree with this statement?
[bookmark: _Int_RN1Ond0I][bookmark: _Int_CYGghrng][bookmark: _Int_KuAkNj3o][bookmark: _Int_ZJML683s][bookmark: _Int_FBuMuFRX][bookmark: _Int_9nivwPsp][bookmark: _Int_Gtf5i34Q][bookmark: _Int_BQPmRUjj][bookmark: _Int_fHF58SQM][bookmark: _Int_Hksqrjfm][bookmark: _Int_gjOkTDir][bookmark: _Int_edqs8jqk][bookmark: _Int_LB6VpTGD][bookmark: _Int_mMXExW7G][bookmark: _Int_uqJLNFIz][bookmark: _Int_Nf5OaUcm][bookmark: _Int_wRgdDmXn][bookmark: _Int_fi1mXrCr][bookmark: _Int_8T0Y8TM6]In summary, a judge is a very highly trained legal professional. However, in common law in England and Wales being a judge is not its own profession with career progression instead they are picked from experienced members of the legal professions. In England and Wales, the judiciary is categorized by seniority which means that different types of judges have the ability to sit in higher courts or even lower courts. This also applies to the variety of cases judges will be assigned as it depends on the seniority of the judge and the courts they sit in; however, some judges will only hear cases in one specific area of law. Judges have many roles when in a court although their responsibilities start before the trial by familiarizing themselves with everything in the case and for jury trials in the crown court, they must supervise the selection and swearing in of the jurors and remind them about their role in the trial (Courts and tribunal judiciary,2022). 

[bookmark: _Int_Y7iPXBWM][bookmark: _Int_FRm8D0Y7][bookmark: _Int_fLwMnknB][bookmark: _Int_5f9dNoud][bookmark: _Int_h5oEWdC9][bookmark: _Int_0dlIsZEy][bookmark: _Int_22zTZ1QU][bookmark: _Int_jquYz0g2][bookmark: _Int_A9nu967s][bookmark: _Int_MkciF4Uq] During the trial a judge has the role of ensuring the trial is conducted fairly and that both parties have the time for their case to be presented and considered. Judges play a continually active role in the trial as they must ensure that everything is run in accordance with the appropriate laws and practice, along with making sure that any evidence presented is admissible. Once the trial is finished and the defendant is deemed guilty a judge must decide on a Sentence which is based on the severity and impact of the crime and then left up to the judge to provide an appropriate sentence (national careers service,2022). However, this can differ as all different kinds of judges will have different roles as the will all preside over different cases for example first you will have a district judge who will work in county and family courts, some district judges can also work in the magistrate's court as well.

[bookmark: _Int_zvcqq560][bookmark: _Int_vwDLctwR][bookmark: _Int_bGMugeyj][bookmark: _Int_wyq22r2k][bookmark: _Int_Nfa3WRlr][bookmark: _Int_RhdUvKn6][bookmark: _Int_3xDqYvhL][bookmark: _Int_8mnEw78I][bookmark: _Int_TcMnqrJB] When talking about civil judges they will preside over more cases along the lines of divorces and child proceedings and are also expected to deliver their verdict impartially. Civil cases are different to criminal however as in civil cases as in the majority of civil cases there is no jury so the judge will be making the decision themselves. When passing judgement in a civil court it can be given immediately or if the case is complicated it can be done at a later time, because this is a civil court the punishment will not be imprisonment instead it will be in the form of money for damages, an order that states a party can not be within a certain distance of the other and if the claimant filed for an injunction they can give a order for example the prevention of noise between certain times. All of these punishments are of course left up to the judge’s discretion to decide upon an appropriate fix to the situation or if any a payment fee along with precise terms. This statement is relevant to the question as judges must make sure that when passing punishment, they are not allowing any bias to enter. Once a civil case is finished the judge must also deal with all the costs of the case for example a judge would have to deal with the fees of lawyer, the courts fees which are paid out by the parties along with the fees of any expert witnesses etc. The general rule of thumb in these situations is that the losing party will pay all of the fees for the winning party however this is also all left up to the judge and they do have a wide variety of options and sometimes judges will rule that the unsuccessful party will only have to pay a portion of the fees or that each party should cover their own fees.(Courts and tribunal judiciary,2022).

[bookmark: _Int_1NoS8yrq][bookmark: _Int_xJxRbFse][bookmark: _Int_6qvbLSsB][bookmark: _Int_1Y4OUEOu][bookmark: _Int_5t5s3dKD][bookmark: _Int_hW1FhmUe] Along with this judge’s also have the power to create something called case law which is when the judge's ruling sets a new precedent which then becomes a part of the law by setting precedent whether it is interpreting the current legislation or if no legislation exists at all (Bodleian libraries,2022),thi9s is an important fact to remember as this power can be abused if not used correctly and lead to possible corruption . Judges also have the highly important role of ensuring that the law is clear and intelligible throughout the case this is important as if the law could be misconstrued at any point there is a possibility that an innocent person could be imprisoned or that a guilty person could walk free, therefore the law must be accessible and understandable for all and as clear and predictable as possible(The Oxford Shrieval lecture,2011). This is one of the most critical parts of a judge’s work as someone’s life could quite literally rely on if the judge had made sure the law was clear and understood throughout the trial period.

[bookmark: _Int_ssMNoNZQ][bookmark: _Int_hgdUmx7x][bookmark: _Int_MHJ31eoe][bookmark: _Int_cnDBiyf9][bookmark: _Int_vuILALEy] Judges are servants of the public in most senses however they can be viewed as the opposite as they are employed by parliament. Despite this, judges do serve the public in making sure that their rights are not infringed whilst in court as well as ensuring that they get a fair trial without any bias or impartiality (Allbon, & Kaur Dua 2020,p224). However, some judges have been known to let racist views influence their decisions with recent surveys showing that over half of legal professionals have witnessed a judge acting in a racially biased way towards a defendant (Siddique,2022). To further stress this point whereas a jury are mostly culturally diverse judges tend to be older white males with only a third of judge's female and 7% of Black or minority ethnic.(The Guardian,2020) .This article also states that 60% of judges were also privately educated this is extremely relevant when discussing if judges serve the public as with the demographic being mostly old white men they do not accurately represent the public or their views. This does prove that whilst judges in England and Wales are supposed to be servants of the public and there to help many still within the judicial institution are using racial bias to influence their judgements when in court. This single case on its own whilst it may be in the minority of articles still shows that not all judges can be held in a position of trust by any member of the public as how are they meant to trust that their verdict many are not swayed by any kind of bias that any judge may have. Another prime example of judicial misconduct per say would be when the judiciary overturned a nearly 500-year-old ruling in the court of appeal for the sake of creating a loophole in the rents act for landlords. It was only after this decontrol of the private sector in 1980 that the house of lords restored an approximation to the orthodox doctrine (Macnair,2018). This case also proves my earlier point that some judges will let bias cloud their judgement in order to further their gain as they were so willing to overturn a law where long term stability of said laws is generally accepted as important for the benefit of the class of landlords. This links into the question as it can speak to the validity of judges and their decisions within the courtroom.

[bookmark: _Int_3SQOgXb2][bookmark: _Int_glHhu1IB][bookmark: _Int_xtntdTOr][bookmark: _Int_7nlxCLVu][bookmark: _Int_k8rs7BM3][bookmark: _Int_p2TRsLyW][bookmark: _Int_NaC7l52Y]In conclusion based of what has just been presented it can be deemed that judges are mostly servants of the public as they are entrusted to make sure that no matter what in their courtroom that the law is clear and concise and that there is no chance that the defendants right to a fair trial is not infringed in the slightest. Despite this however there is of course some Judges who will seek to help themselves first or allow race to cloud their judgement and sway their verdict when in the courtroom however it can be deemed that this situation is in the minority and that most judges are trying to ensure that the law is clear and intelligible for anyone in their courtrooms in both civil and criminal court. I would agree with the statement as like previously stated all judges must ensure that the law is clear and understandable for the defendants throughout their entire case so that nothing can go wrong and ensure none of their rights are infringed.
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