

[image: SDGs Bar]




Table of Contents
Sustainable Development Goals in the UK	0
NO POVERTY AND FOSTERING GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP	0
Module name: Health, Wellbeing and Sustainable Development	0
Module Code: BMHP 6021	0
INTRODUCTION	2
CONCEPT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT	4
WELLBEING	4
HEALTH	5
GOAL A: NO POVERTY	6
UK STRATEGIES, PROGRAMMES, AND INITIATIVES TO IMPLEMENT THE GOAL OF NO POVERTY	8
IMPACT OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GOAL ON HEALTH, WELL-BEING, AND	10
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN HEALTHCARE IN THE UK.	10
CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING THE GOAL.	11
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACHIEVING GOAL A: NO POVERTY	12
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT	13
REVIEW OF STRATEGIES for ACHIEVING goal b: GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR THE GOALS.	14
UK STRATEGIES, PROGRAMMES, AND INITIATIVES TO IMPLEMENT THE GOAL OF GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP	15
IMPACT OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GOAL ON HEALTH, WELL-BEING, AND	17
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN HEALTHCARE IN THE UK.	17
CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING THE GOAL.	18
REC0MMENDATIONS	19
CONCLUSIONS	20
References	21




[bookmark: _Toc152329991]INTRODUCTION

 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 17 SDGs provide a strategic framework for sustainable, equitable growth. The UN in 2015 recognised the importance of this collective effort. 
This document serves as a progress report to the National Health Service (NHS) Chief regarding the attainment of two Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the United Kingdom (UK). The first SDG, as outlined by the United Nations, is to eradicate poverty, while the seventeenth SDG aims to foster global partnerships for sustainable development.
All nations, rich or poor, are urged to support economic expansion by implementing the Sustainable Development Goals while protecting the environment (United Nations,2015). They understand that policies that combat poverty must also address climate change, preserve the environment, and provide a range of social needs, including work opportunities, social protection, health care, and education. These methods need to be used at the same time.
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the ‘’Global Goals’’ (United Nations,2023), were formed in 2015 to eradicate poverty, preserve the habitability of the planet, and guarantee peace and prosperity for all people, both in the present and in the foreseeable future, (Morton, Pencheon and Squires, 2017).
Achieving these SDGs requires continued effort and collaboration between various stakeholders. The NHS has a critical role in promoting sustainable development and reducing poverty in the UK. By working together and leveraging the expertise and resources of all stakeholders, we can make significant progress towards achieving these critical goals. People need to concentrate on aspects of their lives to strike a balance and experience fulfilment.
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The UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) call for ending poverty, environmental protection, and global peace and prosperity by 2030. SDG 17 emphasises international collaboration to achieve the other 16 goals.  
          (United Nations,2015)
The first Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) established by the United Nations to eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions will be discussed in this report. This goal reflects the urgent need to address a pressing issue. United Nations,2015,2022). Poverty is a complex and multifaceted problem affecting millions worldwide, denying them access to fundamental human rights, opportunities, and resources necessary for a dignified life. Therefore, pursuing SDG 1 is crucial for achieving a more just and equitable world. The second SDG goal discussed here is the seventeenth goal, which addresses the issues of fostering global partnerships.
 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development," or "Transforming our world," is the name of an agenda that lays out the vision, values, and commitments for making the world a fairer and more sustainable place for everyone. Knowing what came before the SDGs is necessary to grasp the practical and political significance of the goals and the difficulties of achieving them, United Nations,2015.
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The term "well-being" refers to a state of physical and mental health and contentment that results from a combination of lifestyle choices and fortune. It encompasses multiple dimensions, such as physical, mental, emotional, and social health. Stability and satisfaction are attainable goals that may be attained by paying attention to these factors (WHO,2022).
Physical well-being is commonly linked with health and fitness. It refers to an individual's physical health, including their ability to perform daily activities without difficulty, maintain adequate nutrition, and avoid illness and disease (NHS, 2023)
Mental well-being is closely related to cognitive and emotional health. It refers to an individual's ability to cope with stress, manage emotions, and maintain a positive outlook (WHO,2022).
Emotional well-being is recognising, expressing, and regulating emotions effectively, leading to greater self-awareness and resilience (NHS, 2023). 
Social well-being is the extent to which an individual feels connected to and supported by their community, including their relationships with family, friends, and colleagues (NHS, 2023; WHO,2022).
Overall, well-being is a highly subjective experience that varies from person to person, depending on their unique circumstances, values, and goals. It is influenced by various factors such as genetics, environment, lifestyle, and social and economic conditions.
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Sustainable development is a way of balancing economic growth, social development, and environmental protection while ensuring that the current generation's needs are met without harming the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (United Nations,2015) ) (Anon, 2023; Davies, 2022; Donald and Mottershaw, 2009; Edu, 2023; UNDP, 2023; United Nations, 2020).  By adopting sustainable practices,  a better world can be created for the present and future generations. This concept ensures that the needs of the present are met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (Edu, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc152329994]HEALTH
According to the World Health Organisation (2022), health is a complete physical, mental, and social well-being, not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. This means that health encompasses the absence of illness or injury and favourable mental and social conditions contributing to a person's overall well-being.
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  (Creative Commons, 2019) 
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In 1990, 36% of the world's population lived in extreme poverty, as reported by the United Nations (United Nations and Statistics Division, 2019). More than half of low-income households need help to handle unexpected costs and struggle to catch up on their payments. 
 Poverty constitutes a pressing worldwide issue that demands urgent attention and response. Individuals in socioeconomically disadvantaged circumstances often face challenges, such as limited access to clean drinking water and electricity, malnutrition, and limited educational and healthcare resources (Hasell et al., 2022).
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Northern Ireland and Scotland are performing better than England and Wales regarding poverty rates, while the Northeast and London regions of England face the most challenges; however, each area will continue to progress and improve (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2023).
70% of families cannot afford essential items, and a quarter rely on credit to pay bills. They are vulnerable and marginalised, lack employment opportunities, and cannot withstand natural disasters and illnesses (UN, 2020); (McRae, Glover, and Westwater,2022).
Poverty-based discrimination is a widespread problem in the UK that takes many forms, from bias by service providers to denying access to basic human needs like housing and finances (Killeen, 2008).
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It is important to note that around 20% of the UK population, or 13.4 million people, lived in poverty in 2020/21 (Davies, 2022). However, work can be done together to identify and implement solutions that can help reduce this number. By addressing the root causes of poverty and supporting those in need, a more equitable and prosperous society can be created for all.
 A significant number of people still live in extreme poverty despite some progress made. In 2015, that number had decreased to around 10%, but over 700 million people still live in extreme poverty worldwide (BBC, 2023; United Nations, 2022). Poverty can result from various factors, including social exclusion, lack of job opportunities, and vulnerability to natural disasters; the United Nations (2020) highlights these factors as critical contributors to poverty.
Millions of individuals in the UK are impacted by poverty (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2015); they cannot afford rent, heat the house, or provide the children with the necessities. It entails daily dealing with uncertainty, instability, and complex financial decisions (Britannica, 2018). It involves being marginalised and even discriminated against because of one’s socioeconomic situation. People may experience issues due to the ongoing stress it produces that prevents them from participating fully in the community (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2015).
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Achieving SDG 1 requires governments, international organisations, civil society, and the private sector to collaborate and implement effective policies and strategies. One critical aspect of eradicating poverty is creating inclusive, sustainable economic growth that benefits all members of society (UNDP, 2023). This entails promoting decent work opportunities, investing in education and skills development, and fostering innovation and entrepreneurship (UK Government, 2023). Poverty can be reduced by providing individuals with the means to generate income, and socioeconomic inequalities can be minimised (UNDP,2010).
 Social protection systems play a crucial role in eradicating poverty. Governments must ensure that vulnerable populations can access social safety nets, such as cash transfers, healthcare services, and pensions (UK Government, 2023). These measures act as a cushion for those facing economic hardships, preventing them from falling into extreme poverty and enabling them to lead a more dignified life (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2023; UK Government, 2019), as these will help reduce the existing inequalities. Furthermore, addressing poverty requires a focus on sustainable development and environmental conservation. (Davies, 2022; Donald and Mottershaw, 2009). Poverty often goes hand in hand with environmental degradation, as the poorest communities heavily rely on natural resources for their livelihoods (UK Government, 2021; UK Government, 2023). Therefore, promoting sustainable practices, such as responsible resource management, climate action, and renewable energy, is crucial for poverty eradication. Poverty can be tackled more effectively by ensuring the availability of natural resources for future generations, and the overall well-being of communities can be improved (World Bank, 2022) by mobilising resources and ability (UNDP, 2023).
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which world leaders adopted in 2015, includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (Anon, 2023; Davies, 2022; Donald and Mottershaw, 2009; Edu, 2023; UNDP, 2023; United Nations, 2020). These goals provide a roadmap for fair, sustainable progress that does not exclude anyone. That works for everyone and preserves our shared environment for future generations. 
Gender equality and women empowerment are critical to the 17 objectives. Justice, inclusion, and economics can only be achieved by protecting women's and girls' rights across all aims (UN Women,2019).


Education also plays a vital role in breaking the cycle of poverty. Quality education empowers individuals to break free from poverty and uplift their communities (UK Government,2023).
As a result of its incorporation into the SDGs, multidimensional poverty measurement, including multidimensional child poverty, has become an essential tool for understanding the plight of poor children and ensuring that governments take action to alleviate it (UNICEF, 2021).
Unfortunately, those experiencing poverty often must deal with unsafe neighbourhoods and environments, which can harm their health. Poverty can be addressed by enabling progression into the workforce and increasing financial resilience (UK Government, 2021). To aid the economic recovery following the impact of Covid-19, the UK Government (2021a) aims to maximise employment opportunities nationwide. This involves identifying and implementing strategies to create more job opportunities and ensure people can access the necessary resources and support to secure employment.
The UN Women 2019 stated that the world has not yet achieved gender equality despite being halfway toward the endpoint of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, making it an increasingly unattainable objective as more than 340 million women and girls will still be living in conditions of extreme poverty by the year 2030 if present trends continue. It is essential to implement targeted interventions and policies that tackle the underlying causes of gender inequality and poverty. 
The stigma surrounding poverty hinders individuals from accessing opportunities and resources they are entitled to (Britannica, 2018), which includes scrutiny of applicants' resumes by hiring managers, rejection of welfare applications for tenants, and different guidance for primary school students compared to affluent peers (Davies, 2022). People in need often fear being judged and feel they do not deserve assistance, which leads to a loss of privacy (Mind, 2023).
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The United Kingdom exerted a great deal of effort to secure pledges about gender equality, peace and security, and the fundamental vow to leave no one behind; all these issues continue to be very important to the United Kingdom ((UK Government, 2019).
The United Kingdom is dedicated to putting the Goals and the 2030 Agenda into action domestically and internationally (Hasell et al.,2022). Some headways have been made, but much work still needs to be done. Within the United Kingdom, national frameworks are used to capture the government's objectives, and work is being done on different levels to enhance delivery throughout the country (UK Government, 2016).
As per the UK Government Report 2021, local services should assist underprivileged children to ensure they are not excluded. Moreover, social protection systems are crucial in eliminating poverty, and therefore, governments must guarantee that vulnerable groups have access to safety nets like cash transfers, healthcare services, and pensions. These measures act as a cushion for people facing financial difficulties, shielding them from falling into extreme poverty (Joseph Rowntree Foundation,2014) and allowing them to live a more respectable life. Social protection also helps reduce inequality by bridging the gap between the rich and the poor. Ensuring equal employment opportunities for all, especially underrepresented groups, is a top priority for this administration (UK Government, 2021).
The UK has made steady progress towards achieving these SDGs. Significant strides have been made towards reducing poverty, with the number of people living in poverty decreasing in recent years. 
[bookmark: _Toc152329999]CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING THE GOAL.
· It will take enormous financial input from many sources to achieve the SDGs, Kenny (2015), which is many challenges in implementing the goals.
· Poverty-based discrimination is widespread but seldom discussed publicly in the United Kingdom.
· It is very uncommon for prejudice to stem from preconceived notions that poor people have less to offer society. (Davies, 2022) These kinds of beliefs might institutionalise into "poverty," a social phenomenon on par with racism and sexism (Killeen, 2008), (Davies, 2022); because UK equality law does not explicitly cover poverty, the Commission cannot consider anti-discrimination complaints based on it.
· [bookmark: _Hlk152323166]In the United Kingdom, poverty-based discrimination should be illegal (Hasell et al.,2022). Individuals facing poverty-based discrimination would have legal recourse and protection by explicitly including poverty as a protected characteristic in UK equality law (McRae, Glover and Westwater,2022). This change would make British law follow international human rights standards. It would also help promote equality and social justice in the UK. Making the law align with these standards is important. Failure to address the gender gap will make it challenging to achieve sustainable development goals, thus leaving millions of women and girls worldwide with limited opportunities for progress, UN Women (2019).
· Children living in poverty are deprived of many fundamental human rights Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2023), including health care, safety, education, and more. Without international intervention, poverty among children is likely to deepen social inequalities and deprive the poorest girls and boys of access to essential resources (UNICEF, 2023).
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According to Donald and Mottershaw (2009), discrimination can hinder an individual's ability to overcome poverty by restricting their access to vital services, employment prospects, and education.
It is also critical to guarantee that essential social services are accessible to everybody.
It is also essential to create social safety programs that progressively assist those unable to maintain themselves.
Another crucial step is to empower individuals who live in poverty and their organisations. Finally, it is critical to understand how poverty affects women differently.
It can take the form of discrimination based on class, gender, ethnicity, disability, age, sexuality, religion, or parental status, UN Women (2019); to address this issue, it is essential to recognise and dismantle any barriers that prevent people from achieving their full potential (Anon, 2023), (Donald and Mottershaw, 2009).
Regarding health and equality, it is essential to consider the biological factors and environments in which individuals live, work, and age. These factors can significantly impact a person's overall well-being and access to healthcare resources, reducing poverty. According to the World Health Organization (2022), health equity is achieved when everyone has equal health opportunities. Donald and Mottershaw (2009) state that addressing social determinants of health, such as income inequality and education disparities, is crucial for ensuring health equity for all individuals in the United Kingdom.Photo by (Creative Commons, 2019)
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SDG 17 emphasises the importance of engaging multiple stakeholders, including governments, civil society, and the private sector. United Nations, (2015). The United Nations recognises that working with non-governmental organisations is essential for sustainable development. Partnerships between governments and non-governmental organisations are crucial for achieving sustainable development goals. The United Nations Development Programme emphasises the significance of public-private partnerships in participation that involves all stakeholders in decision-making (United Nations, 2023). This includes communities, civil society organisations, and businesses. Sustainable development acknowledges the importance of inclusive governance and active engagement of diverse perspectives for achieving effective and equitable outcomes.
The OECD is improving tax systems to help countries raise domestic resources (Kenton, 2020).
SDG 17 acknowledges that achieving sustainable development requires the collective effort of all stakeholders, including governments, civil society, and the private sector. It aims to "revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development" (United Nations Development Programme, 2010; United Nations and Statistics Division, 2019).
The United Nations SDG 17 provides financial and other support to needy developing countries. United Nations (2015) aims to increase the participation of the business sector in sustainable development initiatives through partnerships and investment development by forming partnerships and making investments.
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This goal underscores the importance of collaboration at all levels to mobilise resources, share knowledge, and foster innovative solutions.
1. Mobilizing financial resources is vital to support sustainable development initiatives and achieve Sustainable Development Goal 17. This goal emphasises increasing official development aid (ODA) and promoting local and foreign investments for sustainable development (Morton, Pencheon and Squires,2017). In 2010, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) highlighted that financial resources are necessary for poor nations to implement policies that will lead to sustainable development. To mobilise financial resources, we need a collective effort from all stakeholders, including governments, civil society, the private sector, and development partners. This involves enhancing ODA, utilising private sector resources, promoting innovative financing mechanisms, and ensuring transparency and accountability in financial flows. It is essential to ensure that mobilised resources are effectively utilised for sustainable development initiatives. 

2. Strengthen domestic resource mobilisation through international support to developing countries (UNDP,2023). It is essential to enhance domestic resource mobilisation, particularly in developing countries, to help them become self-sufficient and reduce reliance on foreign aid (United Nations, 2023). One way to achieve this is by providing international support to improve their tax and revenue collection capacity. This support can come in various forms, such as training local tax authorities, strengthening tax administration systems, and implementing policies that promote tax compliance. By improving domestic resource mobilisation, developing countries can generate more revenue, which can be used to fund public services, such as healthcare, education, and infrastructure development. Prove domestic capacity for tax and other revenue collection (UK Government, 2023).

3. The United Kingdom has determined that one of the most essential strategies for reaching the 17th Sustainable Development Goal set by the United Nations is to practice sustainable practices and solutions (UK Government, 2021b). This strategy involves implementing environmentally conscious and socially responsible procedures across various industries, including but not limited to agriculture, energy, and transportation, among others. It also entails promoting sustainable solutions that can help alleviate the negative consequences of climate change and create a more egalitarian and sustainable future for everyone (Berawi, 2017b; UK Government, 2016). The UK government is working with private companies, non-profits, and local communities to promote eco-friendly practices for the planet's and people's health (UK Government, 2016).

4. Capacity Building and Institutional Support
Developing countries need support and training to implement the SDGs effectively. SDG 17 recommends forming partnerships to help these countries improve their policy planning, monitoring, and evaluation skills (UNICEF, 2023). The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) emphasises the need for strong institutions and cooperation to support sustainable development (UNCTAD, 2022).
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With the creation and approval of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015, the United Kingdom (UK) played a pivotal role in the process. This agenda included the 17 Sustainable Development and Global Goals (UK Government, 2019).
Global partnerships and individual engagement are needed to integrate environmental, social, economic, and governance elements into development to achieve the 2030 Agenda's motto of "no one left behind" (Berawi, 2017b).
The government must lead the way in introducing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to a wide range of private-sector businesses in the United Kingdom. This can be achieved by supporting the Companies and Sustainable Development Commission in developing a compelling business case for the UK's adoption of the SDGs and promoting private sector participation in these goals. (International Telecommunication Union, 2018). Due to the UK's proficiency in development and its dedication to allocating 0.7% of its gross national income (GNI) towards Official Development Assistance (ODA), it has a prominent position as one of the significant global donors to the Goals (UK Government, 2019)
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Fig. (UK Government,2016)
UK civil society groups play a key role in implementing global goals, often in complex environments. They use innovative approaches to provide disaster relief and address poverty's root causes; by doing so, they aim to eradicate extreme poverty, support the most vulnerable populations, and achieve the goals outlined in the 2030 Agenda. In early 2019, the UK government announced additional funds to facilitate the entry of small charities and humanitarian organisations into the UK assistance budget. This cash aims to assist in the implementation of the goals.
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(Kenny, 2015) 
Every country is required to implement the SDGs, and every sector must contribute to their realisation. The United Kingdom is responsible for accomplishing its goals nationally and globally. It is committed to fostering global partnerships by working with international organisations and other countries to promote sustainable development (UK Government, 2016).
Working together with other nations and global bodies for the sake of shared development goals and providing financial and other support to developing countries who need it, UNDP (2023). It is increasing the participation of the business sector in initiatives for sustainable development by forming partnerships and making investments.
[bookmark: _Hlk152318643]Civil society organisations in the UK also engage in remarkable global efforts to facilitate the implementation of goals in challenging environments (UNCTAD, 2022). They have pioneered innovative approaches and disrupted traditional methods in the development field (UK Government, 2016). Their efforts have focused on immediate relief during disasters and addressing the root causes of poverty (Kenny, 2015). By doing so, they aim to eradicate extreme poverty, support the most vulnerable populations, and achieve the goals outlined in the 2030 Agenda.   In early 2019, the UK government (trade016) announced additional funds to facilitate the entry of small charities and humanitarian organisations to the UK assistance budget; this cash aims to assist in the implementation of the Goals (Kenny, 2015; UK Government, 2021b; UK Government, 2016; UK Government, 2023; UNCTAD, 2022)
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The United Kingdom exerted great effort to secure pledges about equality, peace and security, and the fundamental vow to leave no one behind; these issues continue to be very important to the United Kingdom.
Despite consistent support for implementing the Sustainable Development Goals, persistent and significant problems have hindered their progress (United Nations and Statistics Division, 2019), and the United Kingdom is not exempt from the problems.
One major issue is the insufficient financial resources to achieve these goals (United Nations, 2023). In addition, there has been increased tension around commerce, further complicating matters, UK Government (2021b). Another problem is the absence of vital data, which makes it difficult to measure progress accurately; even though an increasing percentage of the world's population now has connectivity to the Internet, United Nations Development Programme, (2010), the digital gap is still very much present, which is a significant obstacle to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (United Nations and Statistics Division, 2019).
Although forming a Technology Bank for the World's developing nations is a positive step, there is still a long way to go before these goals can be achieved effectively (Berawi, 2017a); (UNCTAD, 2022). One of the biggest problems with giving complete reports on the UK's progress toward the goals is that it takes time to get to the correct 
data.
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Enhancing access to sustainable livelihoods, entrepreneurial opportunities, and productive resources is crucial (United Nations, 2023).
Work must be done towards creating safer and more secure living conditions for all individuals, regardless of socioeconomic status (Mottershaw, 2009).
The Doha Development Agenda is a set of negotiations under the World Trade Organization (WTO) to promote international trade and development. It covers a wide range of issues related to trade, including agriculture, intellectual property, services, and market access for goods (UNEP, 2021).
The agenda was launched in 2001 to create a more level playing field for developing countries in the global trading system. By finishing the talks under the Doha Development Agenda, it is possible to encourage a global, open, fair, rule-based, and non-discriminatory international trade arrangement under the World Trade Organization. This can help promote economic growth and development, reduce poverty, and create new opportunities for people worldwide (UK Government, 2023; UNCTAD, 2022). To help businesses track and report on their progress towards relevant objectives, it should also encourage the establishment of international benchmarks aligned with the SDGs.

[bookmark: _Toc152330008]CONCLUSIONS

The UK government in 2021 has worked hard to improve capacity-building support for developing nations, particularly those that are least developed or developing states. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations offer a powerful and promising framework to create a better and more sustainable world (UK Government, 2019).
The collective aim should be to ensure a just, healthy, and prosperous future for us and future generations. In doing so, we can aspire to leave behind a legacy that has a constructive impact on the global community (UK Government, 2019).
We need to collaborate and work towards Sustainable Development Goal 17. Our collective efforts can create a better future for generations to come. Let us overcome the challenges and bring about positive change through shared purpose and enthusiasm.
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SDG target 17.2 states:
“Developed countries to implement fully their official development assistance
commitments, including the commitment by many developed countries
to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for official
development assistance (ODA/GNI) to developing countries and 0.15 to
0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries; ODA providers are

encouraged to consider setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of
ODA/GNI to least developed countries”*

Figure 1: Preliminary ODA flows from OECD DAC Members 2015%
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Source: OECD DAC, Official Development Assistance 2015

22. ‘The Committee welcomes the International Development (Official Development
Assistance) Act 2015 which requires the Government to spend 0.7% of UK GNI on
DA, and recognises that ODA remains an essential part of the financial commitment
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