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Practical Legal Research Report – Top Tips for Students


Summary

Don’t include: 

· Irrelevancies.
Search Terms

· Often too wide if words just listed – use connectors e.g. w/5 or and.

· Avoid long sentences.
· Should not include search results. 

Research Trail

· Search terms identified above must be used.
· At least two legal databases required and primary sources noted.
· Trail should be capable of being followed, e.g. if searching an Act you need to be clear how you found it and that you have looked at it.
· Clear web addresses needed.

· Not too basic – we know how to find Westlaw and how to turn on the computer!
Research Findings
· This should cover the law and authorities must be cited.
· Authority is needed throughout, not just at the beginning.
· Logical structure – not just a cut and paste exercise.
· Consider sub headings.
Advice

· This is a distinct section and shouldn’t refer back to research findings.

· It presents your research findings in a way which the client will understand and should not include statutory or regulatory authority.

· Must actually give advice.
· Sufficient detail is needed.

