Task 1

Organisational justice has affected me in many ways, during this essay I am going to reflect on what organisational justice means and how it affects myself and my colleagues on the front line of policing. The term ‘Organisational Justice’ is closely linked to the Police force own standards method which is known as the code of ethics. 
Over the next few paragraphs I am going to describe the impact that these principles have on my day to day decision making process. Within this paper I am going to detail some of the strides being taken by the police service to attain good ethical standards.
The college of policing has released its own documentation and guidelines explaining organisational justice, behaviour and ethical policing which outlines the core principles needed as the force moves forward. 
The document explains the attitudes and behaviours of officers which can be affected by the fairness and respect they receive from higher ranking supervisors. Throughout industries, the common trend when communicating with employee’s would be that being valued and treated fairly by the employer was one of the main ideologies. To maintain a successful business or organisation, research suggests employees need to buy into the idea the organisation is trying to promote. 
In short, if officers believe that supervisors are being fair and respectful towards them, the front-line worker will feel engaged and empowered when conducting their own role. The officer is more inclined to acknowledge and understand the role they play. The officer will feel duty bound to treat people they meet in the same way that they themselves are treated. These behaviours have developed and moved on from the ‘carrot and stick ‘style incentivised tactics used in earlier generations of police supervision (Cooper and Cooper,2017). 
Policing is a hard vocation and one that requires empathy, courage, legitimacy and ethics. The police service primarily has the backing of the community it polices. Maintaining that balance between fairness and correctness is a constant battle the police must decide upon several thousand times a day throughout the force. 
By having the backing and respect of the supervising team, a front-line officer has the tendency to feel more appreciated and subsequently picks up more work and conduct themselves in a way that portrays the organisation with fairness and equality. Officers are more likely to see the value in giving a good service to the community and will have more courage and conviction when making decisions (Adams,2018).
If the force can portray a sense of legitimacy when making decisions, the community will engage with the police service and they will work in partnership. This partnership will allow for better information and intelligence links and will mostly police itself, only requiring police intervention once a law has been broken.
When departments operate at high levels of trust, it appears that individual officers build up more trusting interactions with the community (Carr and Maxwell,2017).
The consensus amongst front line officers is that supervisors tend to forget quickly how stressful, fast paced and tense the job is. Forgetting the size of the workload each individual officer carries and time critical the decisions are. This is coupled with the issues surrounding pay for front line officers who are arguably the face of the force. 
I have found the workload to be high and the expectation of standards to be even higher. Because of this I have found myself becoming very tired during my rest days and have put this largely down to the shift pattern and the effects it has on the human body. Working shift patterns that involve nightshifts have been proven to cause a reduction in job performance and physical injuries including chronic diseases such as diabetes, high blood pressure cerebral vascular injuries (Colten, Altevogt and Institute of Medicine (U.S.). Committee on Sleep Medicine and Research, 2006).
In 2014 the College of Policing in England and Wales introduced a ‘Code of Ethics’, this was created to stipulate a set framework and to define acceptable behaviours for all policing staff. The code of ethics set out by the College of Policing 2014 describes ethics as ‘being self-aware, ensuring that everyone in policing feels able to always do the right thing and is confident to challenge colleagues irrespective of their rank or role’. 
An organisation must do more than just create a code of ethics to stand by. Research suggests, when organisations try to install a code of ethics and leaves it as just words on a poster or page the employees rarely take it on board. There becomes a gap between being told the information and acting out the actions of the process (Seglin, 2002).
The answer to a question is not always right or wrong, especially when ethics is introduced. One person’s ethics will be different from another. It largely depends on how that person is taught, brought up or educated.
Ethics is described as a set of moral principles, or method used to get to a moral outcome in the Merriam-Webster Dictionary (Merriam-Webster, 2022). A person’s own individual ethics will be influenced by their life experiences and figure out what is right or wrong. As a person experiences more situations, then their perception of the rights and wrongs change.
The police service has got to be seen as treating everyone as equals and with fairness. When dealing with the public, officers are guided by the code of ethics. 
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Task 2
During the essay I will use Borton’s model of reflection which requires me to describe the problem or issue, analyse and describe what I did before finishing the reflection with a conclusion and how to improve (Dabell,2018). I will describe a policing incident where I used decision-making methods, the research skills and the discretion required.
Firstly, I am going to give a brief description of the incident I was presented with, followed by what options I considered when incorporating support services. I will explain the process I used when deciding which option was appropriate to resolve the problem and how I evaluated the available evidence.
Finally, I will justify my involvement and discuss any possible consequences to my intervention.
During an evening just a few days into the Christmas school holidays, I was alerted by my Force Control Room (FCR) to a potential Burglary in progress at the local comprehensive school.
I was tasked to attend the school site to meet the caretaker, who had attended the grounds because of the alarm activation. A colleague and I immediately attended the school and met with the caretaker. Upon meeting with him, we were informed of a break-in to the main hall of the school. We were taken to the building where it was clear that people had broken in and used the amenities to occupy themselves. I contacted our own Crime Scene Investigators (explore health careers, 2022) also referred to as C.S.I.
The forensics officer attended the scene and during the detailed examinations they recovered fingerprints and possible D.N.A from a sweet that had been discarded at the scene.
D.N.A is unique to its host and can be retrieved by forensic investigators from sources such as bodily fluid (Medline Plus, 2021).
Fingerprints taken from a scene will also be analysed using the police database which is a collection of all persons who have passed through police custody.
During the investigation, I became aware of a window in the main hall which had been used as the entry point to the building. The caretaker accessed the schools Closed Circuit Television system (C.C.T.V) and found footage from a camera was sighted over-looking the entry point. 
As we examined the footage, it clearly showed five children who at the time were pupils of the school. The footage showed them bypassing the main security gate to the compound by sliding underneath and making way directly to the window which was partially open. The footage then showed the children setting off the fire extinguisher before making use of the facilities to play pool and access the internet via computers within the main hall.
During the investigation, it was decided to seek engagement from the local council, community wardens and Youth offender services (Y.O.S).
The reason for the inclusion of local councils were to design a strategy for giving the youths of the area a place to go and play and socialise. A place for the youths to gather, but in a controlled environment, somewhere they can play but without the concern of them causing damage or anti-social behaviour towards residents. Anti-social behaviour has been described as easier to recognise than define (Andrew,2008, p.1). 
The children were not being anti-social towards any people but merely getting into a warm dry environment to play games and occupy themselves on a dark wet evening. 
The school itself was another agency that was consulted about how they wanted the situation managed. The school management were caught in a difficult situation, whereby they wanted the offending children disciplined but also required them to be educated. This approach also requires the engagement of the offender and to do this several key areas of research need to be explored.
The first area is the offender themselves, and the identification of key factors or circumstances around reasons behind the behaviour such as lack of school attendance or mental health issues. It is also important that multi agency approaches to an offender’s behaviour is managed carefully and the correct agencies identified as best suited for the individual, this will be managed by a case manager.
After identifying the offenders, a case worker is assigned to work on a one to one basis which allows the relationship of the offender and the agency to become more personalised. 
Approaches to dealing with individuals can take many forms such as cognitive behavioural therapy or CBT. CBT is an understanding of the internal thought process affecting the external expressions or behaviours (Fenn and Byrne, 2013). Another area to consider, is the holistic considerations of the offender, such as their background or home life being a large overriding factor in the behaviours.
An offender genetic make-up is also a factor in the reasons for offending with a study at the University of Delaware into Genetic factors being used to predict criminals. During a study conducted in the 1970’s, attention was paid to studies concluding a high prevalence of XYY syndrome amongst offenders in the criminal justice system. This abnormality has been linked to a higher state of aggression and anti-social trends (University of Texas at Dallas, 2012).
A multi-agency approach to preventing crime is often referred to as a ‘public health approach’ and involves organisations such as police and crime commissioners, local authorities i.e., children’s services, education leads and community safety partners. Other non-mandatory multi agency partners are NHS Wales and multi-agency risk assessment conference (MARAC) (Public health England, 2019).
Some of the options considered when tackling the Anti-social behaviour (ASB) of these teenagers were verbal or written warnings, which would have included a written letter to the parents explaining the next step if ASB did not stop.
Furthering on from the written warning is an Acceptable Behaviour Contract (A, B, C). This action includes a written contract between police, parents and offender banning the child from entering parts of a community or indulging in certain ASB.
A Youth Conditional Caution was also considered because of the damage to equipment within a public building. This type of punishment requires the youth being arrested, interviewed and charged.
During the consultation between police, parents of the youths and school governor’s, it was recommended that the offenders are given a Youth Community Resolution which requires the youths to admit to the offences of trespass (Crown Prosecution Service, 2019) and criminal damage (Connor,2021) and then show remorse for their actions. An agreement is then reached between police, parents and local school officials as to how the upset and damage caused can be put right. This is otherwise known as Restorative Justice (Restorative Justice Council, 2016).
Furthering on from discussions with the local council and school governors, a plan was put in place to introduce after school clubs that children from ages 10 to 15 could use with activities ranging from arts and crafts to football gardening. These clubs were designed to give children things to do during the evening hours and was aimed at tackling the ASB in the local area. The mechanism for the after-school clubs were to give the youths a place to congregate away from the mainly populated areas and hot spots for ASB such as fast food restaurants and supermarkets. Also providing an adult supervised environment supplying warmth and shelter during winter months (college of policing, 2017). 
Research by the Audit Commissioner suggests that having after school activities and potentially stop one in ten youths offending and receiving a prison sentence would save the U.K economy 100 Million pounds per year (Chambers et al. 2009).
The inclusion of multiple agencies when dealing with suspects of ASB has allowed the police to visualise the problems as they happen, other support agencies are coming at the problem from a different angle and mindset. The police service role is primarily there to uphold the law and the rights of the community it protects and serves, as dictated in the oath an officer makes when being sworn in as a constable.
The cost gained by the local authorities has been negated against the cost in crime, and the reduction seen in ASB within the local town centre and community hotspots. Many shop owners and high street shop workers have said to officers that the evening or night life within the community now feels far safer and more attractive to use. The ASB statistics in the local area is showing a downward trend and has subsequently shown a reduction in police intervention through the dark winter months.
The youths who first broke into the school have not re-offended and are also engaging with the community in projects outside of the school remit. 
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Task 3

In this essay I am going to describe an incident I was requested to attend and deal with by my Force Control Room (FCR) operator. During the description of events, I will use Borton’s reflective model (Hancock, 2021) to evaluate the different techniques used by police, and that of the many support services available. I will reflect and evaluate what methods are used and the best tactics to use when dealing with vulnerable repeat victims. I will also explain strategies used in the battle to halt repeat offending.
The incident was a domestic violence assault involving a young mother of three small children and her partner who was from the traveller community. I was tasked to attend the address as an emergency and was reported as domestic violence with the use of a vehicle. When I arrived at the address, I found a young female in her mid-twenties crying on the doorstep of her house. I noticed a vehicle outside the property had been damaged extensively to the side.
As I approached the female, I introduced myself and ushered her back into the property and into a warmer more private environment. I gently calmed her down as she explained to me in broken English the incident that had happened. The distressed female gave both sets of details before going on to describe an incident of domestic violence. The female explained she was from Hungary and could only speak some English due to her boyfriend stopping her from socialising after she arrived in Britain seven years earlier. 
The female victim explained that she had agreed to go for coffee with other young mothers from the local primary school, but when her boyfriend found out he had become violent towards her and drove his van into the side of her car before leaving the area. The details of the van were relayed to my control room and traffic units for observations and arrest when sighted. The male was sighted and arrested at a traveller caravan park two hours later. 
The traveller community which has derived from the gypsy community is said to have at least 300,000 members U.K wide and is thought to be more as not all take part in the census (The Traveller Movement, 2021). In 2011 the Office for National Statistics found travellers to make up only 0.1% of the British population (Office for National Statistics, 2011).
I stayed with the female and went through the domestic violence protocol. Firstly, a detailed and comprehensive Domestic Abuse Stalking and Harassment form (DASH) was filled in by the female and me. DASH forms are devised so that the answers to 29 strategic questions can be analysed by an algorithm which grades the incident into three categories, standard, medium or high. 
The DASH form came into prominence in March 2009 when it was implemented by the national police chief’s council (NPCC) and is detailed as being a Risk identification, assessment and management model (Safe lives, n.d.).
With the consent of the victim, the information that had been gathered is passed on to support services such as Women’s Aid, Live Fear Free and Social Services. These available services are a valuable tool to utilise as they primarily deal with victims of this nature and have dedicated and finely tuned methods to approach and deal with victims.
The police service is the first point of contact during an emergency and are the best equipped when people are in immediate danger, but they also have more of a blanket approach. This is when the dedicated support services are required to step in and provide expert help. 
Refuge is a charity based in the U.K, and acts as a helpline for female victims of domestic violence. Refuge states, that an abused woman lives in fear due to not being able to predict when the next bout of physical abuse is coming. The females tend to become isolated from family and friends and is often done to appease the perpetrator. Over a period of time, the abuse gradually erodes away the victim’s self-esteem making the victim feel worthless and often making the victim view the perpetrator as her only loving family (Refuge, 2016). 
Between 1995 and 2006, a search was conducted into the effects of domestic violence on the health and development of children and young people who are exposed to and witness it. The research found the children to be at an increased risk of experiencing emotional, physical and sexual abuse. 
These children are also more likely to develop emotional and behavioural problems culminating in them having an increased chance of exposure to other adversities in later life. The report by Children’s Research Centre, University of Dublin details the importance of having a holistic and individually tailored approach service delivery for the child victim (Holt, Buckley and Whelan, 2008).
The Domestic Abuse Bill has predicted that nearly half a million victims of domestic abuse ask for help from a health care professional every year. This has led to the Domestic Abuse Commissioner, Nicole Jacobs saying that health settings and professionals are trusted environments which can reach out to people from all backgrounds who are subject to domestic abuse (Public health England, 2019).
Research has been conducted into the levels of revictimisation of high-risk domestic abuse victims within one year after being referred to a Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC). MARAC provides the communication link between the support agencies and the victim also conducting risk assessments and providing advocacy to the victims. 
The significance and justification for MARAC’s inclusion is clear by the statistic of 4 in 10 victims report no further violence within one year of MARAC’s intervention. An article by Robinson, A. L. and Tregidga, J. in 2007 documents nearly all the victims acknowledged the importance of having multi-agency support once they were ready to end the relationship and change their situation. The research suggests that a holistic multi-agency approach reduces repetition even amongst the most at risk (Robinson and Tregidga, 2007).
When targeting repeat offenders of domestic abuse, research shows accurately identifying individuals as possible repeat offenders can lead to a high reduction in harm. A large amount of investment and work force was given to 3 areas of the England and Wales police service to trial and develop policies and methods to tackle repeat offending by targeting the perpetrator as an individual. 
The Priority Perpetrator Identification Tool was used in close to 1500 domestic violence investigations and has shown a major change in the way harmful offenders are recognised and prioritised by multi agency programs (Robinson and Clancy, 2020).
To recognise what works when tackling re-offending firstly you must identify why it happens. Domestic violence offenders have high rates of recidivism with 60% of convicted domestic abusers being rearrested within two years and 67% of the same group were rearrested for another domestic violence offence (Public Policy Institute of California, 2018). 
Such indicators of potential reoffending are criminal history of the offender with 82% of offenders being convicted of other crimes with 85% being under 45 years of age.
The Government has introduced programmes to encourage offenders to change attitudes and goals by helping them develop new skills such as problem solving, self-management and perspective talking.
The research conducted by the Ministry of Defence also shows agencies should avoid targeting the wrong people and educational programmes should be well run by qualified experienced staff (Ministry of Justice, 2018). This can lead to a drop off in engagement by offenders and manifest into further offending.
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Task 4


This essay will be centred around a policing incident in which I played a part of the gathering of evidence, the investigation, and the development of the information into intelligence. I will use the Gibbs reflective cycle (MindTools, 2009) to detail how I developed the information and the intelligence submitted, to inform the tasking and coordination team (Crous, 2012). I will focus on how I made use of additional sources of intelligence and explain how I have learnt from my experience. 
My reflection will clarify my awareness of core principles around equality, ethics, human rights, and diversity.
Information was submitted by a resident of the local area near to a community bowls club. Information was given to local PCSO’s who then passed it on to the neighbourhood policing team for analysis and development. The information is developed into intelligence through the 3x5x2 intelligence model. The information given by the residents, has highlighted a serious of drug deals by males in high powered vehicles. The males were seen giving carrier bags full of, what looked like, cannabis and cocaine, in exchange for bundles of money to youths on peddle bikes. 
The transfers were between the males in the cars and several young children of the local area. The children have then been sighted nearby to a house that is known to police as a drugs hotspot. The tenant at that property had been convicted of drug dealing on previous occasions.
The theory was the children involved, were being used by the drug dealers to disseminate the larger quantities of drugs out to the local dealers. The drug runners reward for their work was expensive items and gifts, such as top of the range trainers and alcohol. The drug dealers utilise the children because they are cheap labour, easily controlled and coerced and can stay inconspicuous to authorities due to their innocent appearance.
The local school liaison officer had also given intelligence about the children having expensive items at school and bragging about the money they had, even though they came from a relatively poor background. 
The intelligence led to my colleagues making enquiries in the area about the behaviours of the cars and bikes. After conducting house to house visits to residents near to the bowls club, it became clear that the issue in the area was connected to drugs and the supply off. 
During one afternoon shift, I studied the information collected from the area along with CCTV footage and ANPR screenings. I arranged a tasking and coordination meeting with support services to tackle the issues of ASB and drug dealing at the bowls club.
I arranged for Roads Police Support Units (RPSO), Police Community Support Officers (PCSO), School Liaison Officers (SLO) and local neighbourhood watch organisers to attend the local police station. Also present at the meeting were local response units, Registered Social Landlords (RSL), social services and Tenancy enforcement officers. 
During the meeting, a plan was formulated to tackle the drug dealing, and incorporated all the support services available, and tasks sent to the relevant department for their advice. The plan which was actioned by me and the response units, was to flood the area with officers and support groups with the intention to round up all that were involved. 
We acted on the intelligence gathered and decided to strike one afternoon shift during the summer months, when most of the exchanges were happening. Due to the inclusion of several children ranging in teenage years and cultural diversity, the   During the operation we stopped three high powered vehicles and searched the cars and vehicles under Section 23 Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. We identified the main suppliers to the children and ascertained their identities and their guardians. The children who were under 18 years of age were referred to Youth offender’s services and the three main adult dealers were all arrested for Possession with intent to supply (PWITS).
At the time of the crimes being committed emotions are mixed. The plus side of the investigation is the feeling of protection to the community once the operation is over and has been a success. The other side of the emotions is the feeling of frustration and thoughts of helplessness for the young drug peddlers being used for the profits of serious criminals. 
The information was gathered by several sources ranging from house-to-house investigations conducted by PCSO’s. With that information analysed and evaluated by the intelligence model. The 3x5x2 intelligence model evaluates the reliability of the source before analysing the credibility of the source of the information and its possible validity before giving credibility to the intelligence.
Response officers conducted area searches throughout their duties and logged vehicle registration details of the cars attending the car parks with ANPR checks conducted on the owners of those vehicles. This approach by response officers allows Roads Police Support Units to build intelligence summaries of the vehicles and the pattern of where and when they are travelling. The ANPR network of 13,000 cameras strategically placed on Motorways and ‘A’ Roads captures the vehicle registration marks of every vehicle that passes through its detection range (NPCC, 2020).
During the development stage of the intelligence, a lot of work is being put in to build up the intelligence formed picture of the crime being committed. The crime is on-going and is happening with the knowledge of the officers involved. During this evidence gathering stage the reasoning behind the lack of disruption to the criminal behaviour is so a more secure and reliable case can be built against the perpetrators. 
The School Liaison Officers primary role and feelings during the investigation, is to protect the youth offenders involved in the crime. Their role involves breaking down barriers between school pupils and the police. They educate the school children about the law, and legislations and try to prevent criminal behaviours by the 11 to 16-year olds who attend the school. SLO’s also play a big part in discouraging Anti-social Behaviour (ASB) by developing clubs and activities for the youths to get involved in (Henshall, 2017). 
Another support service that was tasked was Registered Social Landlords (Kenney, 2022) and Tenancy enforcement departments (Lambeth Living, 2012). These support services were tasked to deal with the housing arrangements of the drug dealers and to make sure no cuckooing of vulnerable residents was happening. Cuckooing is a form of criminal exploitation and involves a drug dealer using and staying at an address of a vulnerable person within the community. The residence is then used to help the drug cultivation or dealing and consists of a dealer controlling and coercing a vulnerable person into letting them use the premises (Spicer, Moyle and Coomber, 2019). 
The offenders who were receiving the drugs from the child runners were investigated and evicted upon their release from prison and housed to another area of the county. An area of concern was the use of surveillance equipment and when seized upon arrest, the interrogation of the suspects mobile phone devices. Because of the large-scale possession with the intent to supply (PWITS) charges likely to be brought, meticulous attention was granted to the human rights legislation. 
When dealing with tasking and coordination processes it was imperative that we treated the use of the youths as drug runners with sensitivity and with an educational bias on our actions. This was tasked to the SLO and social services for their ability in managing the children. Social Services are used when crime involves youths. The skills the service has and are better equipped with a distinct aim to tackle drug abuse within the family environment (Marsh, D’Aunno and Smith, 2000). 
During the operation, the level of integrity remained at a high level due to the amount of coverage the case would get, fairness would also have been of the highest order when charging the youth offenders. The difference in cultural backgrounds of the youths meant respect was a priority when delivering equality. No unconscious bias could creep in and the accountability of my actions and decisions led to me showing a high degree of leadership throughout the investigation (Home Office, 2014). 
Article 8 of the human rights affords any individual the right to a private life, but the right is only a qualified right and can be bypassed by police when public safety is at risk. This gives the police powers to seize and interrogate the phones of suspected drug dealers. The limited rights of each offender were also breached but legally because the suspects were being detained after being suspected of committing a criminal act (Citizens advice, 2019). 
One of the most difficult tools available to the police and surveillance is Section 37 and 38 of Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 (CPS, 2021) and covers the use of surveillance cameras in a public setting. This requires an authorisation form signed by a district judge or lay magistrate and falls under Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA) (Home Office, 2020).
The initial operation to deal with the drug dealing and distribution went as well as could be expected with three arrests for PWITS and referrals for the youth offenders. The general feeling of disappointment by Police and Protection Services with the Police Service (PPU) was down to the lack of continued support for the youths from schools. 
In a survey conducted by the CDC reports suggests 7.5% of children have used marijuana and 20% of high school children have had an encounter with drugs on school property. The main reason behind the experimenting with drugs was put down to peer pressure and using drugs makes them popular in school. The report says the drug Amphetamines is on the rise in popularity with 7.9%-9.8% of students misusing the drug (The Recovery Village, 2019).
The identity of the children was quickly placed on social media by residents of the area and users of the bowls club which undermined the actions taken by police to conceal the names of the youths.
The overall success of the operation was credited to the good lines of communication between the policing response teams and roads policing units. Credit was given to the research and gathering of information and intelligence by Local PCSO’s when collating the CCTV footage from residential properties near to the bowls club. 
Particular attention was given to the care of the youths caught and taken to custody. The custody sergeants did not want children of that age being in and around that kind of environment. This created a problem for officers who needed to arrest some of the runners and interview them. This issue was overcome by de-arresting the youths after being transported to their home address. Voluntary interviews were arranged with children and legal guardians advised of the consequences if the interview was not attended. 
Going forward, things I consider to be a development topic with my investigation, would be to use the support services for some of the leg work and to trust in the capabilities of the school and council services for help. 
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Task 5

During this essay I will be using Borton’s reflective Model to describe and reflect on an incident involving digitally facilitated crime and the actions taken to reduce the harm caused by the incident. I will reflect on the initial response I undertook when given the crime to investigate and discuss who are the more vulnerable to this type of crime.
During my duty as a response officer, I was given a crime by my Sergeant to investigate which involved an occurrence of revenge porn on a 20-year-old female. The victim had been in a relationship with a male friend for approximately 6 months, but the relationship had ended on a less amicable level. The male became very jealous when the victim started up a new relationship with another male of the same friend’s group. 
During the six-month relationship the female had with the perpetrator, she had become sexually active with him for the first time in a relationship. The victim fell in love with the male, and they started to become more adventurous and the use of mobile phones during sex became a regular occurrence.
Eventually, the relationship had run its course due to the difference in cultures on the two families. A brief time after ending the relationship, the female had begun a new relationship with a friend of the male she had dated previously. This has triggered jealousy in the previous male and out spite he has posted several sexually explicit video clips from his mobile phone on to social media sites as well as naming the female victim, this is classed as Revenge Porn (Cary, 2022). 
A survey by Professor Emma Bond and Katie Tyrell into Understanding Revenge Pornography has collated the knowledge and confidence of police officers throughout England and Wales. The survey also collected information about how much training the officers had received.
783 officers responded to the request for their participation from the authors of the survey. The findings from the survey suggested that police officers in England and Wales have a limited understanding and knowledge of the legislation surrounding revenge porn. The information within the answers to the survey also suggest officers are not comfortable in how best to investigate and deal with incidents of revenge porn.
In the new modern era of digital technology, the use of the internet to facilitate criminal activity has increased immeasurably. The internet has allowed criminals to slip relatively under the radar when committing crimes or organising crimes over the everyday broadband. Crime has established itself on social media sites due to the increased users and increased footfall on the sites.
Revenge porn is covered by the act of disclosing or threatening to disclose private sexual images with intent to cause distress and is covered by section 33 of Criminal justice and courts Act 2015. 
The points to prove a revenge porn incident within the lawful definition states a disclosure of private sexual photographs or film which contains another individual and in doing so, the person intends to cause distress and the disclosure is made without the consent of that individual. The punishment is triable either way. On indictment (Criminal Justice and Courts Act 2015).
An article documented by the BBC (2016) highlighted a statistic of 206 perpetrators male and female were prosecuted for revenge porn in the 12 months leading on from the introduction of the new law (BBC, 2016).
During the initial stages of my response to the incident, my first thoughts were to safeguard the victim and the want to minimise the embarrassment to her. The first action to take was to arrest and seize the devices that allow the perpetrator access to the internet such as tablets and mobile phones. 
The digital devices can then be interrogated by Hi-tech crime units and Digital Forensic Units of the police service. In the first instance, electronic devices can be done by XRY trained officers supplying the devices access code has been provided by the owner. XRY is the software used to forensically access and retrieve digital information from seized devices (College of Policing, 2022). 
Safeguarding a victim of Revenge porn can involve them being sign posted to support groups like Safe line, who are an organisation with advisors and counsellors. The counsellors provide a voice for the victims to talk too and can nurse them through the process to minimise the risk to the victim.
A study conducted by Cyber Civil Rights Initiative or (CCRI) in 2014 produced a figure of 68% of victims of revenge porn were 18-30 years old with 27% being between 18-22. The most common age group to be subject of non-consensual pornography (NCP) was the 26-33 age range at 17.7% being a victim of revenge porn followed by 34-41 age bracket at 12.4% (Ma R Y R E P O et al., 2017).
Research by Best. A (2007) has concluded that the younger age group namely teenagers are deciding to deal with the act of revenge porn by themselves because they see it as too embarrassing to report. This leads to the perpetrators being ostracised from the main social group rather than being dealt with through the criminal route.
The study by CCRI discovered out of 1405 male participants only 9.3% have admitted to having an NCP image sent to another person without their consent. Compare that to 1639 female participants in the survey, with 15.8% saying they had been the victim of NCP. This equates to women being 1.7 times more likely to be a victim of revenge porn.
The same study shows 9.2% of all female victims of revenge porn report the incident to police compared to only 6.6% of male victims doing the same. Out of 3044 people surveyed 244 people said they had been victims of revenge porn and of the 244, 66 people (27%) said they were under the age of 18 when the incident happened. 
Male participants are shown to be twice as likely to be the perpetrator than females with 7.4% of men being perpetrators and 3.4% of all women admitting being a perpetrator.
Of the 3044 participants the age range showed 8.2% being 18-25-year olds with the next highest percentage being the 34-41-year olds and 50-57-year olds third highest at 5.4%. The survey showed 34-41-year olds being the most likely to be a victim, followed by 26-33-year olds at 11.7%.
Going by the results of the survey the perfect scenario would equate to a male perpetrator aged 18-25 sharing images of NCP female victims aged 34-41. The overwhelming motive for sharing revenge porn was to hurt the ex-partner by sharing the video or images with friends at 79%. One perpetrator out of the 159 admitting to doing it to ruin the victim’s life.
The technique used most to share the images with friends was by direct message, with 44.7% choosing to share the content this way, and 18.9% choosing to post the NCP on social media. The study also shows a higher level of mental health issues and somatic Burden of victims compared to non-victims (Ma R Y R E P O et al., 2017).
A separate study jointly conducted by University of Exeter, The Revenge Porn Helpline and Professionals Online Safety Helpline (POSH) and funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) found 3 in 4 victims are female. 9 out of 10 female victims suffer intimate image abuse and 9 out of 10 male victims suffer sextortion.
The study illustrated by Joe Clarke, a digital sociologist, PhD researcher and the Communications officer for Safe. Secure, Online website (Officer, 2019), that male victims reported feeling very little long-term effects and could move on from the initial embarrassment. Female victims suffering much longer lasting social, emotional and physical effects (Sharratt, 2019). 
From the research I have done within this essay, the disproportionality between male victims and female victims suggests that the perpetrator is more likely to be a male in their early 20’s and the female victim in her 30’s. The trend of the information gathered would lead to an unconscious bias towards safeguarding the female at the first point of contact and minimising the damage done to the victim’s reputation. The overriding evidence suggests females suffer with long term effects which could lead on to trust issues and even jeopardise future employment prospects.
More research is needed into the aftereffects of this crime and a much more severe punishment for the perpetrators. The stigma attached to the crime is heavily biased towards the embarrassment factor which allows the perpetrator to have an emotional hold over the victim stopping the victim from coming forward.
I will focus more effort into removing the content from the media platform as well as getting support services involved earlier with after care for the victim. My priority will be for victim support alongside the investigation into the criminal aspect.
Word count 1475
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Task 6 
Recognition and confirmation of progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
  
 
 
By signing the section below, you are acknowledging your continuing progress on O.C.P.  

This is recognised by the university as work that is fully supporting this module BMPP 5003D; Policing in the workplace 2and in signing it will be equivalent to 1000 words towards the 8000 words equivalent total. 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation of the progress on the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP). 
 
I confirm that I am progressing with the Occupational Competency Portfolio (OCP) in accordance to the regulations.  
 
Signed:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Learner – electronic signature accepted.) 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Date: _ _ 21/02/22_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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