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Introduction
Each society requires a legal system as it offers a framework for resolving conflicts, maintaining justice, and defending individual rights. The common law system and the civil law system are two of the most widely utilised legal systems in the world. The civil law system, which originated in continental Europe, is largely based on written laws and regulations, whereas the common law system, which has its roots in mediaeval England, is based on court rulings and precedent. The common law system's history will be investigated in this essay, along with its origins, development, and key characteristics. This essay will give a clearer knowledge of the legal system that underpins many modern societies through an investigation of the common law system.
What is common law?
The 12th century saw the beginning of the common law system in mediaeval England. During that time, local authorities were in charge of settling disputes and upholding the law, which characterised the legal system in England as a decentralised system of justice. The king's courts, which were initially created to strengthen royal authority, progressively grew more powerful and had a greater impact on the judicial system (Entrikin, 2019). The common law system evolved a body of laws and regulations through time that were predicated on the judgements of judges in earlier instances. Because of this precedent-setting structure, the law became more consistent and predictable since subordinate courts were required to follow the rulings of higher courts in cases that were similar to their own (Entrikin, 2019; Sandberg, 2023). 
The body of law known as common law is one that originates from court rulings and precedents rather than from legislation or constitutions. It is a legal system that has evolved through time as a result of judges' rulings in cases and is based on the concept of stare decisis, which states that lower courts' rulings in cases that are similar to their own are binding on higher courts (Hale, 2000). The United States, Canada, and England are just a few nations that employ the common law as their legal system. The common law is the foundation of the English legal system. This indicates that the law is not only drawn from legislation passed by the legislature but also from the judgements of judges in individual situations (Hale, 2000). This is in contrast to a civil law system, where written norms and laws serve as the main foundation for the law.
Under the common law system, judges have the authority to interpret and apply the law, and their rulings have persuasive authority for lesser courts in situations that are comparable to their own. As a result, a system of precedent is built, allowing comparable future instances to make use of the legal principles established in a previous instance (Edlin, 2008). This approach encourages legal uniformity, predictability, and some degree of adaptability to changing conditions. The necessity of using case law to generate legal principles and the importance of legal reasoning are both emphasised by common law. Judges are required to give justifications for their decisions and to draw on prior cases while doing so. This focus on logic and precedent promotes the fair and uniform application of the law (Edlin, 2008).
What is civil law? 
As opposed to the common law system, which is based mostly on court decisions and precedents, civil law is a body of written laws, codes, and statutes. It is prevalent throughout the world, particularly in large portions of Asia, South America, and Europe. Laws that have been codified and adopted by the legislature or other governing bodies are used to resolve legal issues under civil law. Civil law systems are frequently distinguished by their thorough legal codes, which offer specific guidelines and standards for a variety of legal issues, including property, contracts, family law, and torts (Mackaay, 2021). 
Judges are viewed as enforcing the law rather than creating it under a civil law regime. Instead of creating legal principles through judicial decisions, the judge's primary responsibility is to interpret and implement the law as it is stated. Due to the fact, that modifications to the law cannot be achieved through the development of case law but rather through the legislative process, this can often lead to less adaptability and flexibility in the law (Parisi, 2006). Unlike common law systems, which rely on spoken arguments in court, civil law systems often settle legal issues through a process of written submissions and reasoning. With a focus on following legal protocols and regulations, the process is frequently more regulated, structured, and formal (Mackaay, 2021). 
Contrast the two systems
It is widely acknowledged that the two most commonly utilised legal systems globally are the common law system and the civil law system. Multiple pivotal distinctions set these legal systems apart from one another, which are elaborated on below. 
· Sources of law
Their respective sources of law are one of the key distinctions between the two systems. The civil law system is based mostly on written laws and rules passed by the legislature or other governing bodies, whereas the common law system depends primarily on court decisions and precedents to form the law (Marotta-Wurgler, 2020).
· Role of judges
In the common law system, judges play a central role in developing the law through their decisions in cases. Judges interpret and apply the law and establish legal principles through their rulings. In contrast, in the civil law system, judges primarily apply the law as written, rather than developing legal principles through judicial decisions (Kirby, 2007). 
· Flexibility
As legal concepts can change over time as a result of judicial judgements, the common law system is sometimes viewed as being more adaptive and flexible than the civil law system (Kundis Craig, 2018). Due to the requirement that any changes to the law go via the legislative process, the civil law system is often regarded as being more rigid and less flexible.
· Legal codes
The extensive legal codes that give specific guidelines and standards for a wide variety of legal issues are a common feature of civil law systems. The formation of legal concepts through court decisions is especially important in common law systems, which rely less on comprehensive legal codes (Morriss, 2012). 
· Use of precedent
Because the common law system mainly relies on precedent, decisions made by higher courts in cases that are similar to the one at hand are binding on lower courts. This encourages the law's uniformity and predictability. The civil law system, in contrast, focuses more weight on written law and less on precedent (Algero, 2004).
Are there examples of the common law working in practice?
Numerous instances exist where the common law has demonstrated its efficacy in practice. Indeed, for centuries, the common law legal system has been implemented in various nations, including England, the United States, and Canada. The evolution of the tort law's negligence law is one instance of the common law at work. A failure to take reasonable care that harms another person is referred to as negligence in the law (Posner, 2013). The legal concepts that support the idea of negligence have been steadily established by judges via a number of court decisions throughout time (Owen, 2006). 
Contract law is another instance of the common law in use. Under the common law system, a contract's interpretation and enforcement are essentially determined by the parties' intentions as expressed in their words and deeds (McKendrick, 2014). Through a succession of judicial rulings, judges established the legal rules that apply to various kinds of contracts and contractual relationships, resulting in the development of the law of contracts (McKendrick, 2014). The common law has been utilised in criminal law to generate ideas like mens rea, which refers to the mental condition necessary to establish criminal responsibility (Cartwright, 2001). Another example of the common law in action is the evolution of the law of evidence, which covers the criteria for admission and the employment of expert witnesses. 





Conclusion
In conclusion, common law is a legal system that bases its development on court rulings and precedents. It is a system that is employed in many nations, including England, and it places emphasis on the value of using precedent and legal reasoning to maintain uniformity and predictability in the law. The common law has been used to a wide range of legal disciplines, including tort, contract, criminal, and evidentiary law. A legal system known as civil law is largely based on written statutes, rules, and laws. It is prevalent around the world and is distinguished by its thorough legal codes, organised processes, and emphasis on upholding the strictures of the law. Judges in civil law systems primarily interpret and implement the law, as opposed to creating legal concepts through court decisions, as is the case in common law systems. In terms of the sources of law, the role of judges, the application of precedent, the presence of legal codes, and the degree of flexibility, the common law system and the civil law system are distinct from one another. These variations represent various legal theories and can have a big impact on how legal disputes are settled and how the law changes through time.
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