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A debate that has been going on within the Ancient History and Classical Civilisation sphere for a while is that museums should give back items to their rightful owners and countries, also known as repatriation. Repatriation is defined as “the act or process of restoring or returning someone or something to the country of origin, allegiance or citizenship”.[footnoteRef:1] Places such as The British Museum have been told for years to bring things such as the Elgin Marbles and Benin Bronzes back to their countries of origin. There have been countless arguments such as where the line is drawn at giving articles of interest back and if museums still need objects to put on display, since they all came from countries that now want them back. On the 5th of September this year, Manchester museum is set to hand over items, including “spears and shell dolls”, over to the community they were taken from in a special ceremony.[footnoteRef:2] There is also ‘The Parthenon Project’, which is a campaign to reunite the Parthenon sculptures and to relocate the ones currently held in the British Museum back to where they belong. This project is putting a lot of pressure onto the British Museum, as they are currently holding the Elgin Marbles in their collection and have yet to take them back to where they belong. [1:  Merriam-Webster, 2023, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/repatriate]  [2:  BBC, 5th September 2023, ttps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-66709623] 

There are many reasons as to why museums should follow the path of giving things back to their rightful owners, including reasons of cultural integrity that were broken when the objects were first taken. People have made countless campaigns for museums such as the British Museum to return objects back to their rightful places as there is a need to see them back to where they should be, and not in some case on display. One campaign that has asked for objects to be returned is ‘The Parthenon Project’, which advocates for the Elgin Marbles to be returned back to Greece, where they were taken from originally. The interested parties for defending museums such as the British Museum are helping to make arguments such as the fact that museums still need objects to put on display, as that is what makes them museums for learning in and gaining knowledge from. Keeping objects within museums and under safety measures makes sure that they are protected from harm and other forms of theft where they might not be protected from such things if they were given back to the people who had them in the first place. For example, Greece has long since insisted that they would like the Elgin Marbles returned to their rightful place, but The British Museum has insisted that the items would only be given back on a loan and not permanently. This would possibly set a standard for the future where other countries would start asking for their objects and artifacts back from museums that took them years ago, legally or not.
There are also many reasons why museums, and other parties, have said they do not need to give objects back to the people that they were taken from in the first place. In March of this year, Rishi Sunak has said that there are no plans to return the Elgin Marbles back to Greece, despite the many calls for the British Museum to do so.[footnoteRef:3] Talks between Greek officials and the British Museum have been held in recent months to discuss the matter, but the collection is protected by law, and there are “we have no plans to change it.” According to this article from Politico, the overall ownership of the objects does not need to be resolved as long as they are returned to Greece. The UK Government has said that the sculptures were “legally acquired” and that returning them to their place in Greece would cause other cultures to ask for their artifacts back, thus emptying the British Museum as a whole.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Politico, March 13th 2023, https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-has-no-plans-to-return-elgin-marbles-to-greece-says-pm-rishi-sunak/#:~:text=PM%20tells%20reporters%20the%20'collection,'&text=LONDON%20%E2%80%94%20The%20Elgin%20Marbles%20remain,Minister%20Rishi%20Sunak%20said%20Monday.]  [4:  Evening Standard, 29th August 2023, https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/british-museum-london-give-back-elgin-marbles-b1103473.html] 

There is a third way of looking at this argument in where we draw the line if we give everything currently in museums back to their countries of origin. On one hand, it would be good for tourism increase in the countries where the artifacts originally came from, encouraging people to go there to see the objects in their original places. It does raise the question, however, of easy access being denied to historians and others who do not have the means to visit the original locations and therefore being denied ease of access to millions of years of history; whereas in a museum it is easy to see and access, being catalogued and visible inside glass cases where it can be viewed anytime. People have argued that it is better for the artifacts to be in their normal weather conditions, such as outside where they were found originally; but in order to be preserved they must be kept in certain conditions to allow them to stay fresh and clean.
In conclusion, I see why arguments about museums being able to keep artifacts and items but also having to return items are valid, as there are both items they need to give back to the cultures that they got them from in the first place but also items they should keep as it helps give a more educational insight into that community. Reasons that museums should give their items back are that it helps benefit that country that got their artifact stolen, helping to forge better connections and trust between those countries and their people if it was broken before by the taking of that object or artifact. Reasons that include museums not giving back items and artifacts are that it provides people with many years of history on their doorstep if they live close to the museum that the items are held in, and it is easier access for many people. What I think about museums giving artifacts and objects back is that they should be allowed to give items back that they know are very important to the country’s history and relationship with their culture.
