Website Evaluation
Website - https://www.oliversimagery.co.uk
As I do not have the necessary skills for coding, I needed to use a website builder to develop my website. The two most popular options for website building are Wix and WordPress (Kathy Haan, 2023). I looked at comparisons and reviews between the two and decided on Wix for numerous reasons. Wix’s platform is mostly drag and drop designs or premade templates, making it more user-friendly of the two. I paid for a Wix monthly membership for benefits which include a custom domain name and increased storage capacity to 3 GB due to the large size of files. Although WordPress is more customizable than Wix. Wix is easier to use which was the main thing I was looking for since I am going to be continuing to update my website the more projects and exhibitions I do.
My website design was inspired by Martin Stranka’s website -https://www.martinstranka.com (Stranka, 2023). I took inspiration from his easy to navigate home page. I wanted peoples first impressions of it to be fun and eye catching so I used a photograph of me twirling around in a shawl for visual movement. There isn’t much on the home page except navigation buttons like on Stranka’s Website. I was similarly inspired by how Stranka included an artwork description in each project providing the viewer with background information. 
On the other hand, I didn’t like Olafur Eliassons website - https://olafureliasson.net (Olafur Eliasson, 2022). I thought it was clunky and over engineered. This was what I wanted to avoid while making my website which is why I didn’t include any fancy transitions or overly contrasting colours. One of the main things I don’t like about this website was the iceberg that follows you wherever you scroll. It’s unnecessary and distracting. There is also lots of scrolling required which can get very tedious after a while. Another thing I didn’t like about this website was the “Your uncertain archive” page you can get to if you go to the drop-down menu at the top right. This page consists of a jumble of pictures you have to navigate through with the arrow keys as if you’re playing some sort of 3D space invader game. It’s pointless and overly complicated. - https://olafureliasson.net/uncertain
I looked at photography portfolio templates on Wix and found the one that I though would be most relevant and effective for my work. I used a horizontal navigation menu as it is the most common layout and also looked cleaner for my website (Anna Fitzgerald, 2023). The menu bar has five content categories: Home; Portfolio; About; Exhibitions; Contact. I set up my Portfolio page with three different categories for projects: Series, Activism, and Misc. Each had a square photo with the category name on it. If you click on it, it will then bring you to a similar layout with the projects that fit with the category you clicked on. Similar to Stranka’s Website I included a description of My series where relevant. In the About page, it has a little blurb about me, my work, and my relationship to photography. It also has a photo of me looking smug next to some of my photos in an exhibition. I do like this photo, but I worry that it might come off as quite pretentious so I might change it later. In the exhibitions page it has a list of all the exhibitions my work has been included in. I think eventually I’d like to add to it making it more like an artist CV and have all my photography related work, education, certificates, and skills. In the Contact page, I have a form that people can fill out and it will send an email to me with their message.
My Linktree is at the bottom of every page a site visitor would see. This has links to my social media, photo’s that have inspired me in the past, a PDF of my artist CV and where to buy my photos and copies of my book.
I set up my portfolio page with three different categories for projects: Series, Activism, and Misc. I ordered these categories based on what I believe people would want to click on first. The projects within the categories were ordered reverse chronologically. I picked a photograph from my project Tsunami Woman for the Series category because I think it is very eye catching and one of my best. I used the photo from the shoot I did for Swansea City of Sanctuary for the Activism category and a photo from my film photographs series for Misc for the same reasons. I added a new project in the Misc. page for Nature photography, as I had enough of those images to make a separate series. 
I think this website comes across as a little serious which is not what I would like to go for so I would plan to change it in the future and maybe add some more colour on it at some point. However, I really like how it turned out overall. Apart from what I pointed out above, I can’t think of much else I can do to it.
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