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* The retribution for taking ill-gotten wealth
* Examples of improper ways of gaining wealth

* Ways to gain safe and stable wealth



The retribution for taking
ill-gotten wealth



‘Those taking ill-gotten gains may be likened to satisfying
hunger with tainted meat or quenching thirst with poisoned
wine. Not only is there no temporary satiation but death also
becomes imminent.
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—The Exalted Treatise on the Response of the Dao ~ } R & &
(Trans. Katherine Ngo and Kelly Ngo, p. 131)



If ill-gotten money could truly be used safely, then why would we not

simply follow our desires and enjoy it? The truth is that whenever there

are people who gain money improperly, there will also be people who

lose their money improperly. The Way of Heaven goes in cycles and

remains fair to all.
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‘Having forcefully cheated someone of their property,
misfortune befalls our wife, children, or other family members
until the end of their lives. If our family members do not die,
they will experience damage by floods, fire, theft, and robbery,
and suffer loss of property, illness, disputes, and the like, to
the value of the original misappropriation.

i AR O B S '/”"'i A LIy S N 2l

7}(‘)\'
EJﬁ\l‘g ;]a‘ﬁ-}%‘r:ﬁ;;gk ’|j 9»7.—5-0

=\

—The Exalted Treatise
(Trans. Ngo, p. 131)



Examples of improper ways
of gaining wealth



Using force or illegal methods to take wealth:
* ‘Acquire and demand by force. Delight in fraud and theft.

B oo FIBAFE o (Trans. Ngo, p. 126)
* ‘Ruin someone’s family to take property and valuables.’
A2 Fo BREMF o (Trans. Ngo, p. 125)

» Even harming someone’s family by accident damages one’s virtue,
not to mention deliberately destroying a family for the sake of wealth.

ThEe o BT M o RAMT o A BLAZ R o
(The Collected commentaries, p. 650)



Using force or illegal methods to take wealth:

* ‘Achieve riches by pillage and plunder.
BIRRG o (Trans. Ngo, p. 126)

» Beyond wartime plunder, officials and powerful figures who exploit
the people, steal public funds, or engage in predatory lending are also
committing plunder.
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(The Collected commentaries, p. 731)



Cheating and deception:

* ‘Deceive superiors in coveting wealth.’
7 R el H T o (Trans. Ngo, p. 127)
* ‘Give short measure in dimension, concentration, weight, or

volume. Adulterate goods in trade. Profit from illegitimate
business.’

TRORRE o ERE S NRRE o RBET (Trans. Ngo, p. 128)
» These actions arise from the desire to gain an advantage. But
whenever you take advantage of others, your own merit is reduced.
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(The Collected commentaries, p. 817)

10



* ‘Squander someone’s property.’
R (Trans. Ngo, p. 124)

» This includes wicked individuals who lure others into gambling,
prostitution, quarrels, or other harmful activities simply to extract
money. They cause families to collapse and cannot escape retribution.

FAp- EFELA S RA R A CFZBBERERET o6 F0d B
Fl i feles e Rl | S e e e G e G

(The Collected commentaries, pp. 586-587)
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 ‘Seek beyond what we deserve.’
ARE I S (Trans. Ngo, p. 128)

» Wealth and poverty are results of past karma. Excessive desire and
pursuit of unearned gain not only fail to help but also reduce merit.

AAFZERR - FTAH o L EHES cLL AT A EBEFFAIRE
oL BXHATE. o

(The Collected commentaries, pp. 793-794)
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A story about improper wealth

(Generated by Doubao)
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Ways to gain safe and
stable wealth
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+ Avoid wrongdoings.

+Be generous and willing to help others.
e ‘Give more and take less.

Fo % B0 o (Trans. Ngo, p. 120)
* ‘Help without seeking reward. Give without regret.
Y DA KIE - BT X A E (Trans. Ngo, p. 121)

» If wealth is not destined for you, giving it away prevents wrongdoings.
If it is destined for you, even if you give it away, it will return through
other means.
PR ’—”'L'r”ﬁ mMiEZ o FHE MU AL o TFHT ):'Li—ﬂ)g M iEFE 2 o H T AT R R
EE (The Collected commentaries, p. 360)
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A positive example

(Generated by ChatGPT and Doubao)

‘Go out with this,
come in with this;
may our descendants
forever follow this.

(The Collected commentaries,
pp. 817-818)
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Conclusion
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Confucius said, ‘Wealth and prestige are what people
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—Analects 4.5
(Trans. Peimin Ni, p. 133)
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. Thanks for listening
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