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THE BATTLE BETWEEN TRUTH AND POST-TRUTH

Introduction: The Truth and What Comes After

There is a significant number of individuals who keep saying that the truth can set one free from the shackles of life. But what if it cannot? What if the subject of truth is much more complicated that it seems to be? 

       Factually, the truth can be regarded as the actual meaning behind a particular event. It is not corrupted and it can provide closure to those who seek it. In a way, it can be described as a pure form of light. However, that would only be so if the truth stemmed from reliable sources and was unearthed in the correct way. If it was discovered through a string of deceit and misdirection, then it is no longer a truth. It is a lie, a light that has been tainted by questionable feats. Significantly, these lies can be found anywhere if one knows how to look for them, whether if it is from ominous speeches, suspicious gestures or even through cracks of allegedly honest texts. Though, there is also the aftermath to the act of facing the truth, known as the post-truth. It is a complicated set of circumstances that requires people to frequently refer to their emotions and viewpoints rather than proven facts, during an argument (POST-TRUTH | meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary, n.d.). I believe it is a situation where countless independent minds must experience all the time in this modern and ever-evolving era.

Section 1: Postulating about Truths, Lies and Post-Truth Affairs

"Behind the curtain of public text, there is only what we put there," is a phrase emphasised by an eccentric Slovenian-born philosopher, Slavoz Zizek in one of his books. It is a notion that he trusts to be connected to the ideology of truth and post-truth, one that particularly reminds him of the disparity between conviction and doubt, how the absolute relate to the correlative as well as the substitution of divinity with secularism. Contradictorily, I choose to view the phrase in a less metaphysical perspective. I do not possess a mind as labyrinthine as that of a  philosopher like Mr. Zizek. Notably, I would look at it in a simpler and more direct way. 

       Through my eyes, the first part of the notion that mentions "the curtain of a public text," refers to the foundation of a written work. In other words, they are the initial fruits of ideas that would then inspire a literate mind to produce a correspondingly significant collection of sentences. Whilst the line, "there is only what we put there," symbolises the content that one has chosen to share in the form of a text. It could either be the truth, a lie or a combination of both. Nobody can really know what it defines unless it was investigated thoroughly. Despite our flagrant views of the philosophical phrase though, I still agree with Mr. Zizek on how it can be linked to the intricate subjects of truth and post-truth. Every time I read it; I am reminded of how there will always be hidden messages amidst the many terms of a general text. It is a fact that I believe can be heavily associated with how multiple articles in newspapers, magazines, social media and online websites are being written in this modern era. I know now that the truth is more complicated than it seems. In fact, I have even stumbled upon an unsuspecting situation in the past where I developed a simple yet deep realisation regarding truths, lies and the post-truth phenomena.


July 16, 2019 

A Realisation to a Subject I Thought I Knew Enough About 

Dear Diary, 

It was quite a lazy day. I was supposed to finish my homework but I didn't feel like doing it yet. So, I decided to watch some childhood cartoons instead, to entertain my slothful mind. 

Suprisingly, one of the cartoons actually taught me about something I had once thought to be quite trivial. 

“A lie is still a lie, even if we do it to defend others”.

It does not sound too impressive, but it still moved me in some way.  It made me realise that even if I lie for a good cause, it would not stop the conflict and pain that I might inflict on others around me. I never thought a children's show could make me think of such a deep subject but it did. 

Anyway, till next time. 

Amiera





















       
Based on the diary entry aloft, I came to a conclusion where the truth is still the truth, whether it could lead us to a satisfying end or a dissension. We have to accept it and move on with life. No good will come if we keep lying all the time anyway. In a sense, I suppose the truth can indeed set us free, even though it might not be in the way we would expect.

Section 2: Lies Amongst the Words on the Web

As time continuously unravels itself, humanity evolve with it. People all around has become keener and more erudite, which then led them to create various modernised inventions that they believe could ease the burden of many. One of them is the internet, a vast, electronic source of information that can be accessed by almost anybody with only a touch of a finger. But, as informative as the internet can be when it comes to its abundant number of practical articles, educational videos and enlightening images within it, not all of them are credible. “Do not believe everything you read on the internet,” is a well known saying that a number of people goes by these days. It delivers the message of how the knowledge that can be obtained from the web are not always true. The ones who put them there might just want to inform the public of what they know or deceive them for specific purposes, which is quite dismaying. Lamentably, people nowadays would do almost anything to acquire what they desire, even if it is by performing sinister feats. The most familiar way to do so in this current century that is constantly roaming with numerous technologically-inclined individuals is through the sharing of media. 

       All kinds of computerised applications are utilised by people so that they get to lie and gain some sort of unnecessary benefit from it. Several of the most commonly used ones are highly interactive social media sites such as TikTok, Instagram and Twitter. Although, they would not operate effectively without the internet, as it acts as a river of possibilities that can help stir the boats of lies till it reaches the minds of some poor, credulous souls. Sadly, there has even been countless evidence of people who would stage some sort of performance online and claim it to be a real-life situation, just for a bit of attention and recognition. 

       Not long ago, I stumbled upon a TikTok video of person who was rescuing a dying, hypothermic rabbit from being stuck in a freezing outdoor pool. I felt sorrowful for the rabbit but gracious for the individual who saved the dying critter. However, my sanguinary feelings were soon swept away by the negativity of the video’s comment section. I found out that there are people out there who would stage similar acts by intentionally putting a helpless animal in danger, just so they could film themselves afterwards and brag to the public about how they restored humanity. Personally, I think that by doing such a shameful performance, they are not only lying but also prompting other minds to down upon other souls who are sincerely restoring humanity.

Section 3: What if it is not All that Bad? 

Nowadays, the internet seems like it is putting on a mask and only a selective assemblage of individuals who knows about various methods of deciphering can see through it. Awhile back, there was a conspiracy theory that revolved around the fact that the internet was a creation of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) all along (Lake, 2014). Principally, nobody can really know if thise notion is the truth or not, unless they are a part of the CIA. In my opinion though, it could be a possibility that the internet was indeed made and governed by the CIA. However, I am at a disadvantage if I want to postulate on this matter any further, due to the fact that I know almost nothing about the CIA. It will definitely be a biased speculation. Nevertheless, not all statements that can be found online are potentially deceiving. There are those who are genuinely truthful when sharing certain information on the web. Unfortunately, most people cannot tell whether it is true or simply a hoax and dismally, it is a situation where many have fallen victim for. 

Rayn is an influencer on Instagram who just successfully created her own skincare brand. She even had it licensed by the correct authorities. However, her new brand’s products did not seem to sell well at all. After a some research, she discovered that there has been a lot of similar social media entrepreneurs that got caught advertising and selling unlicensed products that resulted in serious skin problems for the ones who bought them. Due to such regrettable affairs, Rayn had to face the discontinuation of her own work after sacrificing so much time and energy into it.

Kevin is an amateur journalist. One day, he found an enthralling postulation to which he decided to write about and share online as a public article. However, he does not work for any major publishing company. Due to such a situation, nobody truly believed his story. As a matter of fact, people even thought he was making it up to attract attention, when it was actually because of the rise in fake news in the media industry lately.



       The two situations above are examples of how lying on the web can affect the feats of innocent parties. Nonetheless, the world works in cruel and unfair ways. When purely intentioned people do their jobs right, they will not always obtain the end that they deserve as a consequence of the others' dishonesty and selfishness. It is veracious how people are free to express or share whatever they desire as online content, but it is completely needless for it to be able to pose as a burden to others.

Conclusion: Attempting to Get a Firm Grip on the Meaning of Truth 

In essence, truth and post-truth posssess their own fair share of complex disparities. The truth can sometimes be hidden from sight by a string of lies, but if we try hard enough in unravelling those strings, we can definitely be able to unearth the truth in the end. We must also not forget how the truth cannot be changed even when it turns out to be unwarily displeasing or fulfilling because the “truth is the truth to the end of reckoning,” (Shakespeare et al., 2005).

      On the other hand, post-truth is a particular set of circumstances that cannot precisely be avoided by today’s society. Amidst multiple presentations of fake realities throughout the web and the physical world, people have no choice but to be vigilant about it and continue to trust their own experiences as well as instincts than the online factual content one often depends on when searching for information.
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