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Welsh is an ancient language that is known to be potentially over 4000 years old. The languages’ very existence has had an extremely turbulent history, with violent suppression of its usage in the past with English favoured as the chosen spoken tongue. The influx of non-Welsh speakers in to the country from the industrial revolution onwards seeking employment has also contributed to a lesser use in the community.  There has been ‘concern since the 1920’s for the fate of the Welsh language, with an escalated decline in the 1930s’, with Welsh speakers noted in the 1931 Census to be 36.8% of the population decreasing to 26% in 1961 (Carlin et al, 2011). This portfolio will consider the various governmental policies that have been developed to secure the future of the Welsh language and how School A has supported pupils in the growth of their Welsh language skills. School A is an English medium state maintained secondary school teaching pupils aged 11-18. Thus ‘pupils are taught through the medium of English and Welsh is taught as a second language up to Key Stage 4’(KS4) (Jones, 2016). Following the Education Reform Act of 1988, ‘Welsh has been phased in as a compulsory subject for pupils aged 5-14 years (KS1 -KS3), with Welsh becoming a compulsory core subject for KS4 from September 1999’ (Jones, 2016). A ‘programme of study’ for Welsh has been prepared by the Welsh Government ‘along with the knowledge, skills and understanding that the pupils are expected to achieve. It is for schools to determine how curriculum requirements are met and the amount of time that might be allocated to study Welsh’ (Jones, 2016). The programme of study for Welsh Second Language is covered by guidance from the’ National literacy and Numeracy framework’ (2014) with School A requiring a pupil to study 5 hours of Welsh over a fortnight. 
Due to the decline of the Welsh language, the ‘Welsh Government has the ambition to have one million Welsh speakers by 2050’ (Parry,2017). Essentially, the Welsh Government want to prevent the loss of the language and has put various measures in place to reverse the trend. This is supported by the Welsh Language Measure 2011, where Welsh has finally had legal ‘official status as a language in Wales’ with the ‘Welsh language being treated no less favourably than the English language’ and that ‘public services’ which would include schools, ‘have a legal framework regarding the use of Welsh language’ and have ‘a duty to comply with the standards’ (Welsh language Measure,2011).  The School Standard and Organisation Act 2013, provides local authorities with guidelines that they should,
‘Improve planning of Welsh Language provision in pre statutory and statutory phases of education. Ensure that all learners develop their Welsh language skills to their full potential. Ensure a Welsh medium education workforce. Contribute to the acquisition and reinforcement od Welsh language skills in families and in the community’.
This guidance intends to increase the number of Welsh speakers by starting at grassroots level, as 21% of 7-year olds in 2011 were recorded as speaking Welsh to a target increase to 30% by 2020 (Jones,2016). As ‘the future of Welsh and Welsh culture is wholly dependent on transmitting the language to our young people’ and was thus recommended in a ‘Review of Welsh Second Language’ that ‘the Welsh language (should)be retained as a compulsory part of the school curriculum’ (Welsh Government, 2013a). The Welsh Language is an integral part of the curriculum with Welsh being taught age 3 -16 in Welsh schools, this will eventually provide the frame work to support ‘the significant shortage of people in the workforce that can work effectively in both English and Welsh’ (Successful futures, 2015). The Curriculum 2022 provides six ‘Areas of learning and Experience’ (AoLE’s) with ‘Languages, literacy and Communication’ covering the Welsh language, although schools are expected to ‘provide cross curricular’ links and to ‘provide a curriculum that enables children and young people to reach or go beyond’ their full potential (Successful futures, 2015). 
The ‘Curriculum Cymreig’ (2001), provides guidance for schools so that ‘opportunities to explore their sense of Welshness’ and that Welsh themes are incorporated in to lesson planning. It is appreciated that ‘schools may be diverse’ and that ‘there can be no single view of what it is to be Welsh’ and that it may vary ‘between particular regions of Wales’, but that all pupils ‘share the common experience of living and learning in Wales’ (Developing the Curriculum Cymreig, 2003). Thus, ‘pupils should be given opportunities where appropriate to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales’ (Developing the Curriculum Cymreig, 2003). Certain subjects, for example History do lend themselves more favourably to being able to incorporate Welsh themes in to lesson planning, but there is an expectation to consider Welsh links where appropriate and possible, so that pupils can appreciate ‘their sense of Welshness’ (Curriculum Cymreig, 2003).









 This portfolio will consider a small selection of learning resources that are used in School A to support and increase awareness of the Welsh language and Welsh culture.  A description and evaluation of the resources will investigate how the said resource, various policies and educational theorists support the Welsh Governments’ aim to achieve one million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Parry,2017).  Visual wall posters that scaffold oral Welsh responds and a lesson that considers the patron saint of Wales and his importance to the Welsh culture are evaluated (Appendix A-E). This portfolio does not consider all learning resources that School A may use, but just provides a brief over view of a limited number. Although policies are considered, the author does appreciate that policies are evolving process and do change occurring to curricular, social, governmental and economic changes.

















An Estyn school inspection in March 2017 stated that School A, ‘provides excellent care, support and guidance, which prepares pupils very well to become active citizens and take on the responsibilities of adult life’ (Estyn, 2017 p1). In line with part of Donaldson’s recommended core purposes for the curriculum 2022 which will aim to support pupils in becoming ‘ambitious, capable learners (who are) ethical, informed citizens of Wales (Successful futures, 2015).  School A is an English medium school where, ‘English is the day to day language of communication with the pupils’, but there is an expectation that there will be an ‘aim to improve their capacity to use every day Welsh’ (Jones, 2016). It was recommended in the Estyn 2017 report that ‘standards in Welsh (needed to be) improved across the curriculum’. And although teaching standards were noted to be high, it seems that, ‘many pupils were making limited progress in their knowledge, understanding and skills in Welsh. (Although) a majority of Key Stage 4 pupils were entered for and achieved a Level 2 pass in GCSE Welsh second language…only a few pupils studied the full course in 2016’ (Estyn, 2017 p3). Additionally, it was noted that, ‘a minority of pupils had not been entered for a GCSE qualification in Welsh second language over the last two years’ (Estyn,2017 p5). Yet, ‘although Welsh is a compulsory subject in the National curriculum, it is not compulsory to enter pupils to sit a GCSE examination or any other qualification’(Jones,2016), yet the observation was still included in the report. The report however concluded that the lack of incidental Welsh used in School A, ‘has not had a sufficient impact on pupils’ confidence to speak Welsh in everyday situations’ (Estyn, 2017, p5).  It does seem that School A has made little developmental progress since the Estyn inspection in 2011, where although the ‘school standards were good’, it was recommended that School A should, ‘continue to develop learners’ bilingual competency and the Welsh dimension of the curriculum’ (Estyn, 2011 p1).Note, a change of Headship occurred in the interim between reports (Estyn,2017 p1).
Following the 2017 Estyn inspection, an additional Welsh teacher was recruited in School A which coincidentally supported the Welsh Governments’ plans to abolish the Welsh Second Language short course from Summer 2018 and to introduce Welsh Second Language full course GCSE from September 2019 (Jones, 2016). The report prompted resources to be developed for display in the classrooms to help support pupils and staff alike. Bright, attractive posters with School A’s mascot are displayed in each classroom, with everyday incidental phrases such as, ‘Days of the week’, ‘Months of the year’ (Appendix B), ‘Marking terms’ (Appendix C) and other useful classroom phrases that Welsh learners whether a pupil or a member of staff might use in order to increase incidental Welsh language usage in  the classroom (Appendix A). Using the posters as a learning aid, supports Jerome Bruners’ theory of ‘Scaffolding’, where support is initially ‘given to the learner from a more knowledgeable individual’, in this case – a teacher. In time the posters support ‘successful scaffolding’ with the learner taking responsibility for their own use of the Welsh language, whether it be oral or written and that they may construct their own sentences by referring to the poster as an aide memoire (Aubrey,2019, p126). By being able to ‘revisit and reinforce understanding’ of the context of the phrases, it aids learners to ‘improve their depth of understanding and their confidence in applying that knowledge’ (Aubrey, 2019 p129) which supports Bruners’ theory of a ‘Spiral curriculum’ – to ‘revisit a topic in order to improve depth of understanding’ thus reinforcing a learners application of the said phrases. However, although the posters are an attractive bright learning resource, the author has observed that the posters are referred to less as time passes as it seems they have just blended in to the background of the classroom and have unfortunately become ‘predictable, boring and (thus) lack stimulation’ for the learner (Toohey, 2012).
 A Year 8 Humanities class studied the patron Saint of Wales – ‘St. David’, this allowed the pupils who through their Primary School studies had attended many an Eisteddfod to celebrate St. David on the First of March, but had no awareness of who or what he represented. Studying St. David in a Humanities lesson supports the ‘Curriculum Cymreig’ ethos with a Welsh link being integral to the lesson, by ‘gaining knowledge from the past’ and ‘celebrating the distinctive culture and traditions of Wales’ (Curriculum Cymreig,2003). For clarification on an earlier point, an Eisteddfod is ‘a cultural festival that is held through the medium of Welsh’ (or with a strong Welsh presence) with ‘singing, the wearing of traditional Welsh costume, musical performances, dance and Welsh themed competitions’. The National Eisteddfod is celebrated in August in various locations across the country with the 2019 Eisteddfod being set in Llanrwst, Conwy and is a high-profile event for the region. Schools’ in Wales frequently use an Eisteddfod on St. David’s Day to celebrate all that is Welsh (Eisteddfod. Wales, no date).  In order for learners to understand St. David’s importance, pupils watched a short video recording, read an information sheet (Appendix D) and answered a question sheet (Appendix E) to enable a greater understanding of the Saint and his contribution to Welsh culture. Through the learners own ‘historical context’ and the use of ‘various communication tools including symbols, numbers and language’, which in this case was a video recording requiring listening, processing and understanding skills in order to physically answer a question. As a learner was able to make links to improve ‘cognitive development’ through previous knowledge, thus supporting Lev Vygotsky’s theory of, ‘cultural-historical social activity’ theory (Aubrey, 2019, p 67). Where, a learner is able to draw upon previous cultural experiences and knowledge and its able to put that new experience into context. The greater the number of experiences a learner has, the greater the opportunity for a learner to make those all-important cognitive links and aid in development (Aubrey, 2019). This concept is closely related to Piaget’s ‘Theory of Cognitive Development’, where a leaner is able to ‘assimilate a new experience or information and is able to relate it to an existing schema’ (Aubrey, 2019, p 51). Where a ‘schema is a stage of intellectual growth that children go through. Schemas are constantly modified as new experiences happen and are due to the interactions (a learner has) with their environment as information is taken in’ (Aubrey, 2019 p51). So, through the learners gaining more knowledge and understanding about St. David, they are able to put his significance in to context regarding the First of March celebrations and his importance to Welsh culture. Which in turn supports, ‘The Curriculum 2022’ which aims to ‘ensure an appropriate emphasis on Welsh language and culture’ so that learners become ‘ethical, informed citizens who are knowledgeable about their culture’ (Successful futures, 2015).
 The education sector is working closely with the Welsh Government through the development and application of various policies and practices to promote the increase usage of the Welsh language and ‘opportunities to explore their Welshness’ by incorporating cross curricular Welsh themes in to all subjects taught in Welsh schools (Curriculum Cymreig, 2003). By Welsh being a compulsory core subject, it enables learners to have the opportunity to learn the Welsh language up to GCSE level and with connections being made to Wales through other subjects, allows an increase awareness of what it means to be ‘living and learning in Wales’(Jones,2016).  This however, it seems will vary vastly between regions and schools as it is only guidance not legislation that is given in the ‘Curriculum Cymreig,’ as it is appreciated that Wales is a very diverse nation with some educational settings having multiple culture and languages to consider (Williams,2017). The inter school difference will also be supported by Curriculum 2022 where schools are given more independence to set their own curricular design within the constraints of the six AoLE’s. Some regions in Wales are also considered to be more Anglicised and thus the Welsh language does not play such a large part in families or the community, with an unfortunate resistance and a negative attitude towards the Welsh language as some learners, ‘do not see the point of learning Welsh’ (Williams,2017),although the value of learning another language is explained, resistance is still noted. However, even with the resistance and negativity that is encountered the Welsh Government is endeavouring to support its aim to achieve one million Welsh speakers through multiple policies, some of which have not been considered within the scope of this portfolio. As the Welsh language plays an integral part   to support the unique identity of what it means to be Welsh.
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