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The Domesday Books, including the Great and Little Domesday Book as well as the Inquisitions of Canterbury and Ely are a highly important and informative manuscripts for scholars of the Anglo-Saxon and Medieval periods. This annotated bibliography aims to show the breadth of resources available, as well as where they are lacking. This exercise is focused on digital sources due to their availability both to academics and the wider public. There are a variety of sources available and many of them impressive in scale such as that of the National Archives, PASE, Opendomesday.org and so on.

1. Digital Domesday. Addison Publishing. N.d. Available from: https://addisonpublications.com/portfolio/the-domesday-book-digital-domesday/ [Accessed: 20/1/20]
A Digital Facsimile is valuable for those wanting to work with raw data without needing to access the original manuscripts. This includes the Little Domesday as well as the Great Domesday Book and it is based on the Alecto facsimile editions. The text also translated to make information easier to access. Thus, the reader has the benefit of a facsimile with translation alongside and it is easily searchable. This source looks like it could be hugely beneficial and useful, allowing the owner access at their leisure, however, it does not appear to be available for purchase.

2. Domesday Book. The National Archive. N.d. Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/domesday-book/ [Accessed: 13/12/19]
This one of the most useful digital Domesday editions. It is available on the National Archives website, you can look for single entries, folios, and see the entries for entire counties depending on your needs. You can also search based on both historical and modern place-names, thus for those who are not familiar with the historical names of and individual or village they are looking for, this is a valuable tool. You can also export your searches into excel spreadsheets in order to form your own data base. The ability to create a database is particularly important for those tracking references to specific people, landholdings and so on. If a researcher is using vast amounts of data, this is a much easier way of working with the Domesday book. It may be less tactile, but it is perhaps more efficient. Once downloaded into excel or equivalent software the ability to search within the text also means a great amount of time can be saved in looking for specific references, place names or details. 

3. PASE: Prosography of Anglo-Saxon England. Kings College, London. 2010. Available from http://www.pase.ac.uk/ [Accessed: 21/1/20] 
PASE is an amazing source. It provides information on individuals, areas, coins and Domesday data, annals and chronicles, crimes, legal and ecclesiastical records. It enables the reader to put Domesday into context. There is a scrollable table of information and search bars available for names or descriptions, location and county (or shire). Similarly, (see below)[footnoteRef:1] PASE provides interactive maps. However, these are more comprehensive, relating to user-specific searches; for example, distribution of landholdings, size, type and whether the listing is from the 1066 or 1086 Domesday. Much like the National Archive’s [footnoteRef:2]exportable searches, PASE allows you to download a table for information. However, it is not search specific but the entire database. The website has a bibliography of abbreviations for unfamiliar terms. Alongside this is a glossary, for those unfamiliar with medieval or academic terminology this is highly valuable. More information is also given under the reference section in respect to the formatting of place names and works used.  [1:  See Source 8: Open Domesday. Anna Powell-Smith. N.d. Available from: https://opendomesday.org/ [Accessed: 21/1/20]]  [2:  See Source 2.: Domesday Book. The National Archive. N.d. Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/domesday-book/ [Accessed: 13/12/19]] 


4. The Domesday Book. Domesdaybook.co.uk. 2019. Available from: http://www.domesdaybook.co.uk/contents.html[Accessed: 19/12/19]
The Domesday Book Online provides information from the Domesday book and some historical context but it is not the clearest source available, nor the most informative. It does not give as much information as other sources within areas such as landholdings, owners and livestock for example. However, it does give both modern and medieval names where possible and provides some information on places and villages. It does provide sources, but they are not in text which is problematic if a reader needs a specific reference. However, it may make it more readable for non-academics, and the information available could act as a decent springboard from which to look at other Domesday Day sources. The bibliography is well broken down into sources and gives the readers a good introduction to sources useful Domesday research as well as general medieval history and educational sources.

5. Hull Domesday Project: http://www.domesdaybook.net/
This project is particularly good regarding the fact that bibliographies and are broken down into primary, secondary, and reference works. This provides those working on the Domesday books a huge variety of sources choose from. It also gives links to the ‘satellite’ surveys of Cambridge, Ely, Exeter and Canterbury, Kent as well as translations of the Little Domesday. These smaller surveys are less well known yet valuable considering that these areas were home to some major religious foundations. In directing the reader towards these sources, it helps to establish the knowledge that the Domesday surveys were not a singular piece. The downfall of this source is that many of the sources provided have now been overtaken by new studies and updated scholarship. A strength of this source, however, is in showing the viewer just how large a source of information and scholarship the Domesday surveys are and breadth of research on the topic that is extant. 

6. Electronic Edition of the Domesday Book: Translation, Databases and Scholarly Commentary, 1086; second edition. UK Data Service. Available from: https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=5694 [Accessed: 21/1/20]
Translation of the Domesday Book based on the Phillimore Edition that started during the 1980s. Alongside the translation. There is extra information split into various pdfs for ease of use with further information, sources and a guide for use, the downside is the need for UK data service account to access this source. Not everyone will have this or want one simply to access one source when others are available. 

7. Domesday Book. Internet Archive. 2011. Available from: https://archive.org/search.php?query=subject%3A%22domesdaybook%22 [Accessed: 21/1/20]
This source allows public access to facsimiles broken down into counties, by Professors George Palmer and George Slater. This allows the public to see the physical manuscript without the needing to access a physical copy, and it’s free. It means that those wanting to get a closer experience to working with the actual manuscript rather than translations can do so from the comfort of their own home. The images are also of a good enough quality that they do not pixelate when zoomed in. The drawback for this resource is that, because it is only a facsimile the reader has no additional information. It also means that the reader would have to potentially have to read most of the section before finding the relevant information needed, if they can read both the scribal hand and Latin. Easier said than done.

8. Open Domesday. Anna Powell-Smith. N.d. Available from: https://opendomesday.org/ [Accessed: 21/1/20]
This source is a digitized facsimile with partial translation adjacent, including modern place names and households. The adjacent text links to further pages which cover valuation, ownership, and sources. There are various ways of accessing information in the manuscript provided: In the ‘Book’ section the reader may move through the manuscript folio by folio or skip through via a drop-down menu to their desired county. If the user clicks on ‘Places’, they can alphabetically search for required place names. It provides a reference to the corresponding text within the Phillimore editions. If the reader is looking for a specific landholder there is an option to search by name. The most interesting part of this resource however is the interactive map. There are various options available and red dots on the map then show corresponding entries from Domesday in their geographical position. This gives a clear impression of the scale of the Domesday survey and of the various options available and few interactive maps like this are available. Overall, this is an impressive and easy to use resource.

9. Exon. Exon: The Domesday Survey of South-West England. 2018. Available from: https://www.exondomesday.ac.uk/. [Accessed: 21/1/20]
This is an online facsimile and side by side translation of the Exon Domesday manuscript held by the Abbey of Exeter. It is broken down into a table of contents, the text and translation, images, the palaeographical and codicological description, Scribal hands and a digital facsimile of the 1816 Ellis edition. The usefulness of this resource is that it brings attention to a lesser known part of the Domesday survey, and gives detailed notes on the hands within the manuscript which most sources do not. It explains and describes the writing style in order to help the reader. It includes a ‘graphs’ section showing letters as written in both hands alphabetically. Being a public resource, this is a brilliant section to include for anyone interested in palaeography or struggling to read the hands. 

10. Cotton MS Tiberius A VI: Inquisitio Eliensis and Inquisitio comitatus Cantabrigiensis (36r-120v). The British Library. N.d. Available from: http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/Viewer.aspx?ref=cotton_ms_tiberius_a_vi_f036r. [Accessed: 21/1/20]
Unlike the above sources these other tributary sources of the Domesday book are less well known and thus harder to access online. The British Library has compiled a digital facsimile of Cotton Tiberius A VI. It contains the Domesday Inquisitions into the land of St Augustine’s (Canterbury) and Ely Abbey. Unfortunately, being facsimile only, there is a short description available but no translations. These are useful for those researching Ely and Canterbury and would also be particularly useful in research monastic landholding patterns.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ] 
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