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	Note below your ideas for your research: Choose something that you find interesting 

	The ideas behind my research are promoting health communities and to try and define if youth work helps young people in communities to connect better.

	How practical will this idea be: e.g. what resources do you require? How much time do you have? 

	This idea is very practical and I don’t need any resources to run my research everything that I need I have in my youthwork tool kit

	Outline the overall aim, and separate research questions you may want to explore

	The aim of this applied research project is to find out if youth work intervention in communities can help our communities to thrive and become stronger. 

This research will examine if there is a need for community youth work in communities and what the practicalities are of all communities having youth work provisions. The research will show if youth participation is detrimental to providing happier, more rounded communities. 




Applied Research Project Proposal  
	


In modern society how can youth work help build a stronger community? 

The aim of this applied research project is to find out if youth work intervention in communities can help our communities to thrive and become stronger. 

This research will examine if there is a need for community youth work in communities and what the practicalities are of all communities having youth work provisions. The research will show if youth participation is detrimental to providing happier, more rounded communities. 

There are many documented issues for research in this field including:  

· Anti-social behaviour if young people had youth activities to occupy them would they be less likely to get bored so quickly and would this reduce anti-social behaviour? 

· Financial climate – can councils afford these resources and what is the impact of not financially supporting these types of projects?  

· Community feelings? Addressing what the community’s response is to young people. 

· What is the best type of youth work for communities? 

The aim for this research project is for the researcher to further their learning and development in youth work as this self-managed research project will help the researcher to critically analyse previous research and strengthen their knowledge in the field of youth work and communities. 

By managing, participating, reflecting and reviewing the research, the researcher will gain opportunities to build on skills, techniques and concepts that have been learned through studies during the youth and community degree. They will have opportunities to demonstrate the ability to direct their own studies, by completing frameworks to give sufficient time to allow this research project the time and commitment it deserves. 

Through this research progression, knowledge in ethical principles in social research will be improved and further learning gained of relevant policies, principles, and purposes. 

This researcher will try and source answers and through desktop research and qualitative youth and community participation. 

The reasoning behind the choice for research is curiosity, the urge for knowledge and the need for change. The researcher’s opinion is that we make our community what we want it to be. 

This research is also appealing to the researcher as on completing studies, they hope to start a youth project within their own community.

Bassot (2016) gives the advice that when starting a new project, if it involves large commitment of your time, researchers must look at the thing that motivates interest   within the topic. This research motivates the researcher as they are passionate about a better outcome for young people within the findings of this study. 

Literature will be explored on this topic by reading critically and taking notes. There will be a need to be selective in reading as the researcher needs to have a good understanding of the depth and breadth of the topic. It is important that the irrelevant material on the topic is filtered. 

Research will start with an initial survey of what literature is available, it will be interesting to see how far back literature can go on the topic but also the researcher will make, sure that reliable and current information is used. Reading will be broad by researching in papers, journals and online. Research will be made into local views in the community and their responses. Identification of leading figures in the field of study looking closely at people that are highly regarded by academics is essential. Reading up on views and opinions of others that have researched this topic will help the researcher to critically reflect and analyse and develop their own views and theories. 

The research methodology that will be used is of a qualitative nature as the researcher agrees with Cottrell (2013) that this is the type of research affiliated with youth work. The researcher believes that that this is the ethical and moral way of conducting her research. 

Focus groups, interviews and questionnaire’s may be involved in this research and these may be seen as quantitative research methodology as this may involve large groups but responses from these will be worded answers. Other methods of research may be found through the literature review. 

Once all the findings have been authenticated, the data will be organised into graphs, tables and charts so that it can be understood clearly enabling the researcher to look for patterns, trends and comparisons.  

It is important in this research to fully understand the nature of consent so the researcher can complete all ethical procedures. Consent is a complicated issue in research involving young people. 

For reasons of information and to be ethical and morally correct, the researcher will provide a letter to all participants in this study detailing the nature of the research, confidentiality, data protection and safe guarding. No personal data will be used in this applied research project. 

Research will follow the professional codes of practice. The researcher’s personal ethics and every participant will be treated with honesty, integrity and respect. 

This research gives opportunities to have positive outcomes for the research student, the participants and the for the purpose of research within this field 

Through engaging in this study, the hope is that young people participating in the research will feel, educated, empowered and included, giving them opportunities to participate and express their opinions. The main objective of the researcher is giving young people the chance to air their views and opinions and get those opinions heard all within the accordance of the five pillars of Youth Work Wales (YWWRG,2013) 

By completing this applied research project, the aim is to find conclusions about the views of communities and young people on how youth and community work can support. Hopefully this research will be used as a tool to help in the field and to empower young people and their communities to envision and work towards changes that they need. 
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Timeline of Activity:

Work backwards from the submission date and outline key dates for completing your Applied Research Project.  Also outline the dates you will meet with your supervisor:
	DATE 
	ACTION 

	12 november 18
	Meet with supervisor
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