What is common law?
[bookmark: _Int_G55l0moG]Common law which is also known as case law is unwritten law which is based on the legal precedents made by the courts. Common law is developed over time and sometimes it proves the inspiration for new legislation to be enacted. Examples of common-law would-be offences such as murder and procedural ones. Common law is also known as case law or judicial precedent. There are 2 types of precedents. 1. Binding precedent - this is formed through the ratio decidendi, the essential elements of a judgement that must be followed by lower courts when deciding a case. 2. Persuasive precedent - some of these are not legally binding, this means they can be considered by courts and the court is not bound to follow these rules. This might include the choices the courts and other judges make which could be a speculation on the decision they make if the facts were different.
What is civil law?
[bookmark: _Int_Od57zjct][bookmark: _Int_AESGmXk6][bookmark: _Int_pkxrFwWZ][bookmark: _Int_SmidB9GQ][bookmark: _Int_5vRYHioT][bookmark: _Int_w3CScYRq][bookmark: _Int_PyTB14il][bookmark: _Int_dEwEVABh][bookmark: _Int_No2Pfoem][bookmark: _Int_deVqvyQb]Civil law is based on interpreting a codified set of written laws and has been espoused in utmost legal systems, parliament is the main source of law and the judge's part is to establish the data of the case and apply the provisions of applicable codes. Examples of civil law would be family disputes, personal injuries, breach of contract and employment law, although common law is named common law civil law is the most common legal system in the world. Civil law is found in continental Europe, In Great Britian, Scotland we have retain an uncoded form of the civil law even when they have civil codes, but Scandinavian countries are not regarded as civil law jurisdictions. (What is civil law?, 2023) In North America, civil codes are found in Louisiana and Quebec (What is civil law?, 2023). In Central and South America almost all of the countries have civil codes (What is civil law?, 2023). In countries such as Africa, because they were colonized by continental European countries have now kept many aspects of the civil law rules. The code of Egypt has a bigger influence in the middle east as well as Africa but the Roman-Dutch law that is applied in South Africa was then never codified (What is civil law?, 2023). There are some remnants of civil law that is still found in some of the pacific islands especially those with French territories of New Caledonia or Tahiti (What is civil law?, 2023). Mixed jurisdictions mainly found in United States of America, Asia and Africa but is also in Europe. Civil law still coexists with their other legal rules such as the common law, Islamic law, and the customary law 
Contrast of the 2 systems
[bookmark: _Int_RPrvr10q][bookmark: _Int_7d3ugA7Y]Civil law and common law have started to slowly work together over time, the reason I say this Is because since 1801 – 1900, common and civil law countries have started to increase their usage on their reliance they have to compel law and because of this it has resulted with the rise of administrative law. Judges who partake in common law are also acknowledging that they need to start making the law instead of adhering to precedent. France changed their attitude from applying the law by referencing statues and codes establishment of lines of judicial precedent to give courts and law practitioners a guide. Increased international contact mainly through trade requirements with similar political views and economic social values could lead to the emergence of an international common law. An example of this is the European Union, since they have their own courts and parliaments the moves have been looked upon on the fact that they ignore most basic legal actors, structures, and processes. Both the legal systems have been shown as reflecting two diverse types of modes and cannot be reconciled easily even though it may look like they have similar concepts, rules and outcomes, the common law shows a barrier that may prevent other legal systems from interacting with it and a deeper level. Looking at the 2 systems (common law and civil law) it shows that there are differences but also similarities between both systems. The different concepts and institutions are almost at the same point of similar outcomes. Since they have a pressure to be facing the legal sector and the world it shows that these 2 systems are continuously integrating at diverse levels and because of this, they are gaining importance.
History of common law
“Common law, also called Anglo-American law” (Glendon et al., 2023) was the body of customary law and was based upon the judicial decisions in reports of certain cases that were “administered by common law courts of England since the Middle Ages” (Glendon et al., 2023)  Since then it has evolved the legal system which is also now found in the United States of America and is in most of the British Commonwealth Nations. Common law in contrast is a legal system derived from Civil law and is now being used in most continental countries in Europe and elsewhere. “Common law is contrasted to the rules applied in English and Amercian courts of equity and to statute law.” (Glendon et al., 2023) In the United Kingdom it is a unitary state in international law and it comprises three major and other minor legal systems. Historically the system in England (which was then applied to Wales in 1536) had influenced it in Ireland but only a small part has changed the distinct legal system in Scotland. In 1973 the system in the United Kingdom experienced a change into the system of European Union law, this had direct effects on the domestic law of its states. Majority of those which had a domestic system were influenced by civil law and they were cultivated to a better technique of “legislative interpretation than was customary in the English law” (Glendon et al., 2023) When the United Kingdom left the EU in 2020, the regime of “human rights was then represented by the European Convention on Human Rights (1950)” (Glendon et al., 2023) this was then practiced in the United Kingdom since the passage by Parliament of the Human Rights Act 1998.
Are there examples of the common law working in practice?
[bookmark: _Int_WUEqU8nF][bookmark: _Int_7FwJ2KjP](Liversidge v Anderson [1942] AC 206) On the 29th of May 1940, Robert Liversidge (born Jacob Perlzweig), A pilot officer from the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve was arrested by a warrant that was issued by Sir John Anderson, Secretary of State. Liversidge was then detained in Brixton Prison pursuant to the regulation 18B. He was not charged or accused of any criminal conduct and was not given any reasons for his detention. The warrant was merely recited that the Home Secretary had any ‘reasonable cause to believe’ that Liversidge was ‘a person of hostile associations’. At the time of the Liversidge v Anderson there was an understandable public concern that the threat of people who could be support or collaborate with the opposition. The security service MI5 were keen in the Liversidge as he had a chequered past and had access to classified information whilst using his position to an advantage. On the 14th of March 1941, Liversidge issued a writ. They were suing the secretary of state for unlawful detention and claiming damages for the false imprisonment. The matter was first heard by someone called Master Mosley was refusing Leveridge's suit. An appeal was made to the Kings Bench was then dismissed, at this point Liversidge had then appealed again to the English Court of Appeal, then to the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords. This case was decided by the same number of 5 live law lords and each one gave a judgement on the case which concerned the meaning of the phrase ‘reasonable cause’. “The issue was whether the secretary of state belief was subject to an objective or a subjective test.” (Atkin, 2018)
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