Critiquing and Creating Effective Data Visualisations
Name: Sol Whiteley
Course: HND Computing Year 1
Module: Data Visualisation 
























Contents
1.	The Message	3
2.	Colour	3
3.	Text	3
4.	Graphs	3
5.	Graphics	3
6.	Cognition	4
7.	Problems and Possible Improvements	4
7.1. Colours	4
7.2. Text	4
7.3. Graphs	4
7.4 Graphics	4
8.	Refences	5
9.	Bibliography	5



















1. [bookmark: _Toc512518610]The Message 
The purpose of this infographic is to present the user with a variety of information related to the mobile market and mobile phones, however the title of the infographic states “The size of the Mobile market”, this is confusing as the poster isn’t solely based on this. From analysing the infographic, I can see; the shares within the mobile market, how mobile phones are used, the comparison of mobile phones to other technologies and the difference in the number of mobile phones within different countries.
2. [bookmark: _Toc512518611]Colour
A colour scheme is not featured within the infographic, generally it is good to choose a colour scheme which fits the topic, however there isn’t a particular colour scheme that could would be suitable for the topic of mobile phones. There’s a wide variation of colours used within the infographic, this works well as it’s very eye-catching, especially with the black background. The black colour used in the background is very effective as it really brings attention to the colourful graphs, making them appear warmer and more vibrant. However, as Easel [1] mentions, a black background can also be very risky as its more likely that colours and shapes will clash together. This is the case here as most of the non-white text on the black background appears very hard to read, for example; the red text on black background. The white text which appears on the yellow pie chart is also very difficult to read because of the colours. 
3. [bookmark: _Toc512518612]Text 
A consistent font style is used throughout the infographic which makes it appear more organised, the text used to display the numbers are very clear and readable. However, the text used to display the words could be enlarged to increase readability, this is because the text appears very small, even when the poster is printed out, decreasing the readability. As mentioned by Dummies [4], it is important that appropriate fonts are used and to avoid using and fancy or custom fonts, this ensures that the infographic is easy to read and analyse, fortunately this poster does not make use of any unsuitable fonts. Appropriate capitalisation is also missing from the title.
4. [bookmark: _Toc512518613]Graphs 
The infographic mainly consists of pie charts. In this case pie charts are relatively suitable as the data is based on numeric values. However, the pie charts themselves are difficult to extract information from. As Verzani [2] explains, a pie chart is generally a bad way of displaying information because the human-eye is poor at judging relative areas, making it very hard to compare similar values. Although, the bar chart used is affective and easy to understand, there is a lot of data being presented but it is large enough for us to understand and extract information from. However, the section presenting the average is hard to compare with the rest of the data within the bar chart. 
5. [bookmark: _Toc512518614]Graphics 
The infographic does not contain any graphics within the infographic, in a way this is good as it allows us to focus on analysing the information and graphs, however, having graphics related to mobile phones would be beneficial for the infographic. The way the graphs have been bundled together and the different sizes of the graphs makes it hard to understand. Positioning the bar chart at the bottom of the infographic is very affective as it allows us to concentrate our attention solely on the bar chart. 
6. [bookmark: _Toc512518615]Cognition 
The infographic is not easy to extract information from and requires in-depth evaluation before gaining useful insight, this is mainly because of the excessive use of pie charts. Some of the pie charts and text are also very small and need to be examined closely to understand fully. 
7. [bookmark: _Toc512518616]Problems and Possible Improvements 
[bookmark: _Toc512518617]7.1. Colours 
Using similar colours for all the pie charts will improve the infographic as only some of the colours for the pie charts relate, this becomes confusing as the data within the graphs do not relate. For example, the “Top visited Mobile websites” and the “How SMS compares as a text communication application” graphs use similar colours, although the data is unrelated. 
The variety of colours used can cause the audience to get distracted from the information, making use of a suitable, planned out colour scheme will solve this problem. As McCready [3] discusses, planning a colour scheme consists of:
· Making use of colours other than bland colours. 
· Making use of brand colours. 
· Making sure that the colours don’t distract the audience from the information. 
· Using tints, tones and shades to add different variations of colours.
· Keeping the colours consistent.
· Making use of the colour wheel. 
· Consider the theme and purpose.

Applying a colour like white to all the text will improve the consistency, as well ensure that none of the colours clash. 
[bookmark: _Toc512518618]7.2. Text 
Some of text is very hard to read and inconsistent due to the positioning and colours used. This is because the text is positioned both within and outside the pie charts, by making sure that the text either sits inside or outside of the pie charts will improve the consistency of the infographic. Increasing the size of the text will also improve the readability of the text. Appropriate capitalisation is also required for the title.
[bookmark: _Toc512518619]7.3. Graphs
[bookmark: _GoBack]Making use of other graphs like another bar chart or a scatter plot graph to represent the data would greatly benefit the infographics because pie charts are very hard to extract information from. Having the graphs spaced out more would also allow for easier analyses, this is because they are bundled together, making it hard to know where to look. The graphs could also benefit from being relatively the same size as each other, this is because some of the graphs are very hard to inspect from a distance due to being so small. Drawing a clear line across the bar chart indicating the average will allow the audience w to make better analyses of the data. 
[bookmark: _Toc512518620]7.4 Graphics
Using graphics that relate to mobile phones will make the infographic more appealing as well as give more indication of the topic. Using graphics like a simple icon with two different colours to display a percentage would be very beneficial for the infographic.
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Appendix A. 
I have included a screenshot of my infographic because the colours appear differently when displayed as a PDF. 
[image: ]
As you can see below, the size of the infographic is equivalent to A3. Unfortunately, some of the border along the infographic does not show when displayed as a PDF.
[image: ]
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