Discuss the barriers that can hinder or prevent children from learning or participating fully in educational environments and examine how these barriers can be overcome, in terms of within the learning environment.

This essay will consist of a discussion regarding the factors that create barriers in educational environments, which ultimately leads to children being excluded from full participation or hinder their learning opportunities.  Ways in which these barriers can be overcome will be examined using different pieces of legislation, policies and strategies that currently exist within the learning environment. There are many different barriers in learning environments such as disabilities, additional learning needs, poverty, race and ethnicity. To belong to a society everyone must feel welcome, excepted and equal, however, this is not always the case in practise. Children with a disability or different ethnicity might feel alienated if they are made to feel as though they do not fit the norm or have different characteristics. As a result, this can lead to children missing time in school, which in turn creates more issues for the child. Children may find reasons to stop attending school which leads to missing the time to develop socially. Children with additional learning needs may feel excluded as they think more slowly than others at times which results in them attempting to mask themselves. The recent laws that have been put in practice are essential to overcome barriers in learning environments as they change mentalities in which people view a person or child with additional learning needs. When using the new laws in practise such as in school environments, it is important to remember that is not a one size fits all approach. Furthermore, this also means that just because one policy works exceedingly well for one child with a disability, it does not mean that necessarily it will work for all children that have same disability or additional learning need. When utilising these laws in an educational setting, it is crucial to report what approaches and methods are not working for each child and it is critical that feedback is received to ensure they can be improved to better suit each individual. This can have a positive influence on alterations to laws and legislations.
 

     Children with physical disabilities may feel excluded, as some areas of the school may be inaccessible to them. For example, as though they stand out for the wrong reasons as they cannot access the same things such as upstairs classroom or equipment like iPad’s which are located o the top shelf. Schools must accommodate those children by relocating equipment or making modifications to the building such as lifts and ramps (Disability Resources, n.d.). Children of the social class suffering in poverty might have a difficult time accessing internet at home, especially during the Coronavirus pandemic where all schoolwork relied on zoom calls on laptops with sufficient internet. A study conducted by Hampton et al. (2020) revealed that pupils with a fast internet speed access have a higher outcome in their school work. There is a possibility that they live in an overcrowded household where they do not have their own bedroom or quiet space to do homework (Shelter England, n.d.). Children who live in rural communities may find it difficult to find ways to meet up with school friends as transport may be of issue. It may take these children longer to get to school as the journey on the school bus may be a long period of time meaning they are awake earlier which could lead to fatigue. Children of the minority ethnic group will feel excluded as children and adults see the differences before they see similarities (School exclusion: when pupils do not feel part of the school community Article (Accepted version) (Refereed), n.d.). Gender inequality may make children feel excluded from the classroom alongside children who believe they are the wrong gender, especially if they are misidentified or people are not using the correct pronouns. Most children with speech and language issues have difficulties communicating verbally which makes them feel frustrated when classmates and teachers do not understand them. This could leave them isolated from class and friends especially at play time. They may not want to answer questions which can lower self-esteem. 

The Equality Act 2010 states that a person or child who has a physical or mental impairment, also has a long-term effect on the ability to continue with day-to-day activities, they are classed to be disabled. GOV.UK (2011).

Additional learning needs, alternatively known as ALN, can be defined as a person who has difficulty learning especially at a slower rate than their school peers their age. It can also be defined as a child’s first language being different to the language in which they are being taught. (Welsh Government, 2020). ALN doesn’t necessarily mean a disability, it means needing extra support when in learning environments. Additional learning needs is used to identify pupils whose learning needs are additional to the majority of their peers. 

The social model of disability was created by those who are classed as disabled. This was created to be a type of way to view the world. The social model states that people whom are considered as disabled are unequal by society rather than their disabilities and impairments. Barriers in society can be inaccessible toilets. In this instance it would be society creating a difference between wheel chair users and non-wheelchair users as there isn’t a lift that can be accessed. (Scope, 2014). In education, this may be seen as children not being able to use the upstairs classrooms or reach the equipment on the higher shelves.
This could also be considered for race as they can be considered to be different. It views society as the problem not the child with a difference, it is an experience that they have. 

Barriers are not necessarily physical, attitudes in society are based off stereotypes and lack of information, this however is disabilism as people with a disability are excluded from society. (Disability Nottinghamshire, 2022).

A second example may include society viewing blind people as being unable to read. As the Social Model states, the child is not disabled by their impairment, only by the barriers that exist in society. Therefore, a child may be concluded that they will never be able to read. However, blind people are able to read as they have braille help them learn. Braille enables those of sight impairments to read through touch, decoding the specific language. Braille can be used for several different languages such a as English, French and Spanish. (Braille Works, 2019).

The Social Model of Disability was developed and introduced to the Welsh Government in 2002. In 2014, the social model was adopted by the Government Equalities Office who recommended the model to be used by all of the Government departments to efficiently correct the way people interact with those who have a disability. (GOV.WALES, 2021). 

The Medical Model of Disability states that people are disabled from society due to their disability. These impairments are viewed to have a solution or fix by medication or treatments. This model focuses on the issues of the person rather than an outcome that makes the child feel equal to their peers. (Disability Nottinghamshire, 2022).
In an educational based setting, for example, a primary school may be finding it difficult to help educate a young child with and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, commonly known as ADHD. Therefore, the Medical model may make assumptions that they will not be able to cope in the real world. A teacher may give child an iPad to distract rather than find an alternative way to learning. An alternative way to teaching a child with an attention deficit hyperactivity disorder may include involving the child to understand what makes them learn. Use visual learning, show them colours and graphs, give clear instructions one at a time, a quiet learning environment without the distraction of other children. (Smith and Segal, 2019).

Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is essential in classrooms. To reach the top of Maslow’s pyramid, it is important that all steps are achieved. Step two is the safety of a pupils emotions. If a child in a classroom does not feel emotionally safe they cannot proceed to climb the pyramid. An ALN child may feel this way as they think slower or differently to peers in their class. Stage three includes the sense of belonging and respect, as the way they act, understand and see the world is different to those without a diagnosis such as ADHD. A child with this additional learning need may have barriers to understand if a peer is being helpful or joking. (Zoya, 2018). Stage four in the pyramid is self-esteem which may hinder the child as they can be associated with failure and be stigmatised with lack of self control. (Pandy, 2012). 


     Equality is everyone in society having equal opportunities, rather than the same opportunities to achieve anything they would like. This means giving those with differences extra opportunities to achieve the same outcome. For example, if there is a planned educational activity a child with an attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, ADHD, they may need a one-to-one to assist the child to increase concentration levels. A child without ADHD, may not need the extra support to list in class. In 1990, laws were realised that stated disabled people must be treated equally and have the same chances, such as obtaining a job. The equality Act became a law in 2010, which meant that schools and governments had to enforce an equally mentality. The act certified schools would make reasonable adjustments such as ramps and clear fronts on work, for those who have a disability. (Government Equalities Office, n.d.)

The UN Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, UNESCO, is the agency for education. In 1994, ninety two Governments and twenty five international organisations joined the World Conference in Salamanca, Spain, regarding Special Needs Education to agree a statement and frame work. The statement was to ensure inclusion was to be the cultural norm. The statement included it would fight discrimination, welcome all communities, ensure everyone was provided with an education and improve the education system (UNESCO 1994:44). The framework states that teaching must be adjusted to the children’s needs alternatively to the child integrating to the school’s learning system.

The Additional Learning Needs and Education tribunal (Wales) Bill that was realised in 2018, is a replacement of the special educational needs and learning difficulties and disabilities as it is now named additional learning needs. The bill is a new support system for young people from ages zero to twenty-five with additional learning needs. This bill was forced in two thousand and twenty-one. The aim of new  Additional Learning Needs bill was to support all children in schools or further education and establish a fair framework for the distribution of information and guidance for resolving conflicts. The bill wanted to create an organised, collaborative procedure for organising, assessing and tracking the assistance given to students that allows for efficient interventions. (GOV.WALES, n.d.)

The disability perception gap is a negative perception of those with a disability and that they are less productive than those of able bodies, which is disablism. 
The disability perception gap is a campaign to change the mentality and attitudes of those who view disability as a negative and exclude those from society with a difference. The research stated by, Scope (2020), determines that one in three disabled people feel as though there is prejudice that remains in todays society regarding disabilities. 

Individual Development Plan, otherwise shortened as IDP, is a legal document that lists a child’s additional learning needs and the set outcomes which parents, teachers and the child would like to achieve. 
According to cfe.unc.edu (n.d.) the importance of an individual development plan is to effectively achieve long and short term goals of targets and achievements. 
These targets need to be S.M.A.R.T. ‘S’ representing specific, therefore each target must be detailed and understandable for those who will use it. The correct information will be presented with a clear understanding. Scientific worlds will need an explanation for a child, old enough, to be able to read and understand. ‘M’ means the target needs to be measurable for when and how these targets can be met. ‘A’ stands for achievable, this means making targets realistic for each child therefore they can be achieved. ‘R’ represents recorded therefore, everything must be written efficiently and accordingly for all information to be accessed if necessary. ‘T’ is an acronym for time, this is understood as the targets being set for a realistic time period to effectively create change as soon as possible to allow the best possible out come for each child. All of these targets must be reviewed termly. 

In accordance with Welsh Government (2020b), Additional Learning Provision, also recognised as ALP, is to give extra support to a child with an additional learning need to assist them in a learning environment. Teaching assistants, teachers, parents and suitable educational professionals are able to deliver these specifications. 

Person Centred Planning (PCP) is an approach set up to share values that can be used to plan with a person rather than for them. The approach is assembled to assist the young person consider what is important to them and what would improve their future. This planning must consider the child’s must trusted and well-known people who surround them every day. Person centred planning should be used to create a one page profile on children who need extra support. For example, children with additional learning needs. One page profiles can be used for every child throughout school however, this can be best used for those who find it hard in a school environment. The page should include key information regarding the child’s personality traits and characteristics, talents, attributes they consider to be important, and ways they would like to be best supported. Other topics to be considered would be information of what the child is like on their good days and their bad days, essentially, how they react to highs and lows. This can assist to ensure they have more good experiences to outweigh the bad. Perspective on what is currently working well for the pupil and what they may react differently to. An important part to this profile would include ways they communicate and what that means for them. Finally, the profile may include a summary of the child’s closest friends and family who is important to their life. This one page profile supports the needs of learners, reflects their needs and wants, supports transitions across year groups and schools for other teachers and teaching assistants and provides essential information for a supply teacher. (Welsh Government, 2015).

To promote inclusion throughout the learning environment, such as in school, schools must be actively seeking to remove barriers where possible. Teachers and professionals involved in care plans, must promote a positive partnership with parents and continue to involve key communication with other care professionals such as hospitals or one to one support staff. Seek a positive recognition with including children with additional learning needs and begin by examining what the child can do now and what they are good at. (Pembrokeshire.gov.uk, 2022).


     To conclude, the new laws include equal opportunities more rights and inclusion for children with additional learning needs and disabilities whether they are physical or mental. Barriers effect so many people in today’s society and education as it impacts those with a learning disability such as dyslexia, those living in poverty, minority race and ethnic group, the misidentified genders and children with speech and language difficulties. The new legislations that have come into practise state clear regulations to follow, to actively remove barriers in education and everyday life. For example, the social model involved those who have a disability to create a true view point to achieve accurate change. This also help to assist closing the perception gap. This change in attitude will help remove more barriers. For example, helping a child learn braille rather than the alternative of leaving the child due to their visual impairment. The Acts that are currently in practise, allow for those with disadvantages the extra opportunities that create fair and equal outcomes. To achieve this, individual development plans can be created which allow supply teachers and teaching assistants to have a. Full understanding of each child to assist them in teaching in the most suitable way. Achieving these steps will allow for children to reach the peak of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. Being equal in a educational based setting is crucial or children to reach their full potential. 
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