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There are many different types of media that are used to report crime across the UK in which also has an impact on the public. These media can also be utilised by the police to have a relationship with the public that can also help them as they might need help from the public. With the internet evolving every day with new websites being created every day.

With different forms of news, it means that it can reach out do many different demographics.  According to a report that OFCOM did regarding news consumption in the UK, in 2020, TV remained the most used platform that people used to find out the news at 75% while the internet was closely behind at 65%. OFCOM (2 020). However, when it just come to news on crime, after research conducted back in 2001 it showed that 75% of people said that television was the main source of news for crime. (Chadee 2001). However, some people do not even get their news from any form of news coverage, in fact 43% of people get some news by word of mouth and 29% of people get their information from fictional media. (Greer, Reiner 2012). With fiction being defined as “the type of book or story that is written about imaginary characters and events and not based on real people and facts”, it means that people aren’t hearing the full truth when it comes to news, which could affect the public’s perception on that topic, which could be the police. (Cambridge Dictionary 2021).

When interacting with the media, the police uses  the 2010 Communications Advisory Group’s guidance and the College of Policing’s 2013 Guidance on Relationships with the Media. (College of Policing 2021). In these guidelines, it clearly outlines that a relationship with the media is important as it assures police legitimacy and to protect the publics interest. (College of Policing 2013). It also says “The relationship between police and media should be undertaken in a manner which lives up to the highest standards of impartiality and integrity” which means that the information provided by the police should be reliable and fair for the press to use, which also means that the press must deliver reliable news. (College of Policing 2013).

Furthermore, the media does not report on every single crime being committed. This means that they pick and choose which story to publish for them to make money and to continue publishing. This leads to them picking stories that they know will get peoples attention. This is clearly shown on The Guardian website page, and click on the crime section, you will find that many stories that they have published are about murder and the other stories on serious crime and that is because they are the stories that will pique the interest of people the most so they can make as much money as possible. (The Guardian 2021).

In terms on how the police uses the media to help them, they believe that working with the public can help solve any crimes that they put forward, and this can be done in multiple ways. The first way is that they can post evidence on social media or on the news to see for help in investigation over possible kidnapping in Central Phoenix if anyone witnessed anything or if anyone has any information that the police might need.  An example of this is clear on an American news website called FOX 10 which is in Phoenix, Arizona have put on their website a clear ask from help in which says, “Phoenix Police asking for help in investigation over possible kidnapping in Central Pheonix”. (Lum, Wong 2021). This type of article is used across the world and its purpose is to grab the reader in with a distinct title which will then have a more likely chance that someone might no something about that case. 

However, some stories that get reported does not help the police and in fact creates a lot of problems for them. There is never just good publicity, the police have faced bad publicity for many different things since news existed. A recent event, that changed some public perception of the police was that of the case of Sarah Everard. On March the 3rd 2021, Sarah Everard went missing after leaving a friend’s home at around 9pm. (Ng, Hancock, Osbourne 2021). Sadly, her remains were discovered on the 12th of March. (Ng, Hancock, Osbourne 2021). The reason that this story was so prominent in the days leading up to her body being discovered and even after was the fact that her murderer who has been charged and is due to be on trial, was a metropolitan police officer named Wayne Couzens. (Dodd 2021). This led to riots, mainly in London with protesters shouting abuse at officers at scene even though the protests started peacefully. The protest was not allowed to happen due to coronavirus guidelines in which the police had to attain, which led to them forcibly guide the crowds away, in which ended up with four arrests occurring for public order and coronavirus regulation breaches. (BBC 2021).

In conclusion, the media has a massive impact public perception of the police. This is because the news gets reported whether the police has done something that is positive or whether it is negative. The media also has a grip on how the police conducts themselves, as they are always looking at what the police are doing as they are such a main part of protecting the people in the UK.
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