Graveyard Report on the Symbolism of Iconography and Changes in Attitudes to Death Over Time 

Abstract 
This report shows the symbolism of iconography and how it shows changes in attitudes to death over time. The report uses the data of twelve graves over three different periods in time, as well as using books and websites to show the meaning of iconography such as lilies, roses and open books. The report shows that from the 1830s onwards the attitude towards death becomes more positive. It also shows that from 1880 onwards the iconography symbolizes features of the deceased person.

Introduction 
The Graveyard that I used for my Graveyard Report was Saint Peters Church, which is located in Lampeter. Saint Peters Church in Lampeter is an Anglican Church which was built in the 1860s[footnoteRef:1]. My Graveyard report on the graveyard at Saint Peters Church will focus on the symbolism of the iconography on headstones and how that shows changes in attitudes to death over time.  [1:  Coflein,’St Peters Church Lampter’,2015, < https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/270/ >,[Accessed: 16 March 2025]] 


Methodology 
Before collecting my data for this graveyard report I needed to decide on what aspect of the graveyard I was going to report on. I chose the symbology of iconography on headstones as I found it interesting that the icons on headstones, such as flowers, have their own symbolism. When collecting my data I randomly chose twelve graves that shows the symbology of iconography. I also showed a range of graves throughout the graveyard by spreading out the graves that I found. To show a change in attitudes to death over time, I split up the graves into three different time periods. The time periods that I chose were 1830 to 1860, 1880 to 1930 and 1950 to 2000. 

Findings 
1830-1860
The first grave that I found from this time period was a headstone in memory of Thomas Williams and his wife Ann Williams. They died on September 10th 1849 and December 10th 1855 aged 61 and 69[footnoteRef:2]. Their headstone had iconography of an open book and two angels either side of the book. The book symbolizes the book of life[footnoteRef:3]. The book also has Welsh writing inside it, which shows their Welsh identity[footnoteRef:4]. The two angels symbolize the protection of the persons’ soul on their journey to heaven[footnoteRef:5]. [2:  See Appendix: Grave 1- Thomas Williams and Ann Williams]  [3:  Undercliffe Cemetery Charity,’ The Symbolism of Victorian Funerary Art’, Unknown, < https://www.undercliffecemetery.co.uk/gallery/funerary-art/ >, [Accessed: 16 March 2025]]  [4:  See Appendix: Grave 1-Open Book Shown with Welsh Writing]  [5:  Funeral Guide,’ Cemetery Symbolism’, Unknown, < https://www.funeralguide.co.uk/cemetery-symbolism >, [Accessed: 16 March 2025]] 

The second grave that I found was a headstone with the names Evan Mab Dafydd and Martha Davies who both died aged 5 on the 16th December 1849[footnoteRef:6]. The iconography on this headstone is two open books, a flower, and diamond patterning around the engraved text. The two open books symbolize the book of life[footnoteRef:7]. The open book also suggests that they died before their time as a closed book symbolizes the finality of a persons life[footnoteRef:8]. [6:  See Appendix: Grave 2- Evan Mab Dafydd and Martha Davies]  [7:  Ibid: Undercliffe Cemetery Charity,’ The Symbolism of Victorian Funerary Art’, Unknown, < https://www.undercliffecemetery.co.uk/gallery/funerary-art/ >, [Accessed: 16 March 2025]]  [8:  Horton L,’ Messages in Stone: Symbolism on Victorian Grave Markers’, Unknown: Palimpsest (1989) p71] 

The third grave I found was a headstone with the name John Lewis who died aged 55 on the 28th June 1834[footnoteRef:9]. The iconography found on this grave is an urn and two flowers. An urn found on a grave is a Greek symbol of mourning, which symbolizes the body as a vessel for the soul[footnoteRef:10]. [9:  See Appendix: Grave 3- John Lewis]  [10:  Ibid: Funeral Guide,’ Cemetery Symbolism’, Unknown, < https://www.funeralguide.co.uk/cemetery-symbolism >, [Accessed: 16 March 2025]] 

The fourth grave that I found belonged to a man named David Williams who died on the 15th September 1847 aged 57[footnoteRef:11]. The iconography found on this grave is a gothic style font.  [11:  See Appendix: Grave 4- David Williams] 

The graves around this period have very simple designs with very little iconography. Books, especially open books, are a reoccurring theme on headstones in this time period. These books were more commonly found on the headstones of children or the elderly, which suggests that the person died prematurely or that the persons final acts had been written[footnoteRef:12]. These graves show a change to a more positive view of death than headstones dated before 1830[footnoteRef:13].  [12:  Ibid: Horton L,’ Messages in Stone: Symbolism on Victorian Grave Markers’, (Unknown: Palimpsest 1989) p71]  [13:  Mytum H,’ Mortuary Monuments and Burial Grounds of the Historic Period’, (New York: Springer US 2004) p158] 


1880-1930
The first grave I found in this period of time belonged to two people named Gwenllian Jones aged 74 and Thomas Mae Evan aged 79, who died on October 6th 1923 and February 1st 1924[footnoteRef:14]. The iconography on their grave is a rose and lily of the valley. A rose symbolizes love and the beauty; Beauty in this context refers to the quality of the persons soul instead of the physical beauty of the person, whilst a lily of the valley symbolizes a persons purity and innocence[footnoteRef:15]. [14:  See Appendix: Grave 5- Thomas Mae Evan and Gwenllian Jones]  [15:  Ibid: Horton L,’ Messages in Stone: Symbolism on Victorian Grave Markers’, (Unknown: Palimpsest 1989) p65] 

The second grave that I found was a headstone in memory of a woman named Mary Anne Jones who was aged 26 and died on June 11th 1909[footnoteRef:16]. On their gravestone there was iconography of oak leaves, acorns, ivy, a rose, and hand being held together. The holding hands on the grave symbolizes the parting of a loved one. It also symbolizes the promise of being reunited in heaven[footnoteRef:17]. Roses found on graves symbolize love and beauty[footnoteRef:18]. [16:  See Appendix: Grave 6- Mary Anne Jones]  [17:  Ibid: Funeral Guide,’ Cemetery Symbolism’, Unknown, < https://www.funeralguide.co.uk/cemetery-symbolism >, [Accessed: 16 March 2025]]  [18:  Ibid: Ibid: Horton L,’ Messages in Stone: Symbolism on Victorian Grave Markers’, (Unknown: Palimpsest 1989) p65] 

The third grave that I found was a headstone that belonged to a man named Thomas Richards who was aged 59 at the time of his death on October 14th 1906[footnoteRef:19]. The iconography on their grave is gothic style symbolism and lily of the valley which is shown around the word ‘of’ on the grave. Lily of the valley symbolizes purity and innocence[footnoteRef:20]. [19:  See Appendix: Grave 7- Thomas Richards]  [20:  Ibid: Ibid: Horton L,’ Messages in Stone: Symbolism on Victorian Grave Markers’, (Unknown: Palimpsest 1989) p65] 

The fourth grave that I found belonged to two people named Anne Jones aged 29 and John Edwards aged 3 months, who died on August 9th 1894 and November 8th 1894[footnoteRef:21]. The iconography found on their headstone was of flowers including lilies. Lillies symbolize innocence and purity and are common on the graves of young women and children[footnoteRef:22]. [21:  See Appendix: Grave 8- Anne Jones and John Edwards]  [22:  Ibid: Ibid: Horton L,’ Messages in Stone: Symbolism on Victorian Grave Markers’, (Unknown: Palimpsest 1989) p65] 

The graves found during this period were more detailed and decorated with iconography. More identifiable flowers such as lilies and roses appear on headstones. The attitude to death at this time is still very positive, with the iconography starting to show some characteristics of the deceased person.

1950-2000
The first grave I found in this time period belonged to multiple people named John Davies Lloyd, Mary Jane Lloyd and Eluned Phillips who died on June 15th 1932, December 8th 1939 and March 27th 1967 aged 67, 68 and 57[footnoteRef:23]. Their grave had iconography of ivy and a headstone shaped like a scroll. [23:  See Appendix: Grave 9- John Davies Lloyd, Mary Jane Lloyd and Eluned Phillips] 

The second grave I found belonged to a couple named Elizabeth Anna Collins and William Thomas Collins who died aged 72 and 82 on July 10th 1971 and January 9th 1980[footnoteRef:24]. The iconography found on their grave was two roses. Roses symbolize love and the beauty of the persons soul[footnoteRef:25]. [24:  See Appendix: Grave 10- Elizabeth Anna Collins and William Thomas Collins]  [25:  Ibid: Ibid: Horton L,’ Messages in Stone: Symbolism on Victorian Grave Markers’, (Unknown: Palimpsest 1989) p65] 

The third grave I found belonged to Daniel Davies and Henrietta Davies who died on December 20th 1951 and November 26th 1953[footnoteRef:26].  The iconography on this grave were two lilies’ either side of the engraved text on the headstone. Lillies’ on headstones symbolize purity and innocence[footnoteRef:27]. [26:  See Appendix: Grave 11- Daniel Davies and Henrietta Davies]  [27:  Ibid: Ibid: Horton L,’ Messages in Stone: Symbolism on Victorian Grave Markers’, (Unknown: Palimpsest 1989) p65] 

The last grave I found belonged to multiple people named Aneurin Illtyd, who died aged 22 on December 7th 1935, Hannah Oliver, who died on September 22nd 1939, Abraham Oliver, who died on June 11th 1953, Hilda M Griffiths who died aged 94 on February 11th 1995, and Megan Eluned Oliver who died on September 25th 1997 aged 84[footnoteRef:28]. The iconography found on this grave is a wreath. A wreath found on a persons grave or headstone symbolizes victory in life and in death[footnoteRef:29]. [28:  See Appendix: Grave 12- Aneurin Iltyd, Hannah Oliver, Abraham Oliver, Hilda M Griffiths and Megan Eluned Oliver]  [29:  Ibid: Undercliffe Cemetery Charity,’ The Symbolism of Victorian Funerary Art’, Unknown, < https://www.undercliffecemetery.co.uk/gallery/funerary-art/ >, [Accessed: 16 March 2025]] 

The graves found during this period are simpler in design and with less iconography. This is similar to the graves found in the period 1830-1860. However, the attitude towards death continues to be very positive but the style of the headstone and the iconography shows people characteristics of the deceased person.

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the iconography found on graves differs depending on the time period. Between 1830 and 1860 books symbolizing the book of life are a common theme, especially on graves with children and the elderly. Whereas, between 1880 and 1930, flowers such as roses are the main form of iconography found on gravestones. Between 1950 and 2000 there is less iconography on the gravestones, which is similar to graves found between 1830 and 1860. Attitudes to death have also changed over time, which has influenced the type of iconography found on the graves of the deceased. From 1830 onwards the attitude to death is more positive than of graves that predates 1830[footnoteRef:30]. The attitude to death remains positive from 1880, however, the iconography from this period onwards is used to show characteristics of the deceased. [30:  Ibid: Mytum H,’ Mortuary Monuments and Burial Grounds of the Historic Period’, (New York: Springer US 2004) p158] 
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Grave 1- Open book shown with Welsh writing
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Grave 3- John Lewis
Grave 2- Evan Mab Dafydd and Martha Davies
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Grave 5- Thomas Mae Evan and Gwenllian Jones

Grave 4- David Williams
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Grave 6- Mary Anne Jones
Grave 7- Thomas Richard



[image: A black tombstone with gold text on it
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Grave 9- John Davies Lloyd, Mary Jane Lloyd and Eluned Phillips
Grave 8- Anne Jones and John Edwards
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Grave 10- Elizabeth Anna Collins and William Thomas Collins

Grave 11- Daniel Davies and Henrietta Davies



[image: A black stone monument with white text on it
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Grave 12- Aneurin Illtyd, Hannah Oliver, Abraham Oliver, Hilda M Griffiths and Megan Eluned Oliver
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Location of every grave used in the report
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