



IINTRODUCTION
The purpose of this dissertation will look into the positive and negative effects on UK police forces if all drugs were to become legalised. The research will consist of whether legalising all drugs would have a positive effect on police forces throughout the UK and would help them tackle more serious crime and make the police presence more noticeable, due to having more time to preform regular foot patrols. 
BACKGROUND LITRATURE 
Throughout the years it can argue that there has been an increase of  drug use and also an increase in the  which started off being uncommon and hardly talked about topic, which only celebrities and the upper class could afford and being seen to take part in those sorts of activities.  Today’s era being a common and more talked about topic in people’s everyday life, this is all down to the number of people becoming more intrigued to try these new types of drugs and also the peer pressure that is more common in today’s society. With there also being many countries that have now legalised specific types of drug, in line with certain laws and rules this now makes certain countries a tourist attraction.  The current drug trade is pulling in £200 billion every year, back in 2010 it celebrated 50 years of its illegality (Nutt et al, 2010). 

Over the years we have seen the number of users and deaths increase, this is due to there being an increasing demand for specific drugs (Sajid, 2018). In November 2018 it was announced by MP Sajid Javid, that medical cannabis was to become legal for medical use (Javid, 2018). However, since this drug has been legalised in the UK for medicinal reasons doctors are finding it impossible to get access to it. This all falls down to rescheduling, even though that certain drugs are already difficult to access on the NHS. Due to the rescheduling it has left herbal cannabis and cannabis oil has not been able to go through this formal their formal licensing process. This is down to these type of products being manufactured to a high standard, which then leads onto them not being formally licensed as medicines. This then leads onto NHS professionals not having access to the correct or needed treatment that is needed. You can argue in this aspect of an situation medicinal cannabis should be accessible for whatever patient needs it, as medicinal cannabis can help control; MS, cystic fibrosis, multiple sclerosis and sever form epilepsy (Sumnall, 2019).
Then leading on from this from looking at the most current ONS (Office National Statistics) from looking at (Appendix one),  it can be shown that over the years there has been a drastic increase in the number of drug related deaths throughout England and Wales as back in 1993 the number of deaths from all drug poisoning and for all ages for England it was 2,069 and Wales was 94, whereas looking at the latest statistics for 2018 for all ages England was 3,359 and Wales 327 (ONS, 2019). That year was Wales highest number of deaths due to drugs. These are extremally high numbers of deaths and without a doubt they have drastically increased over the next few years especially with the current climate of Covid-19, would the UK and police forces benefit the move that Portugal made to legalise all drugs? Portugal legalised all drugs back in 2001 and since have seen a decrease in the number of deaths and HIV cases, however if a person is found in possession a large amount of drugs then they can still be arrested with intent to supply drugs. Since the agreement to legalise drugs in Portugal they have seen 3 drug overdoses for every 1,000,000 citizens, could this be the right move forward for the UK and see the number of deaths in England and Wales go down to double digits? (Ingraham,2015). Local MP Molly Meacher back in 2014, argued her case for legalisation for drugs in the UK to be done but with very strong regulatory terms, and in her eyes believes that this is the safest option for the UK (Meacher et al, 2014).  Which can be argued is a great idea coming from Molly Meacher, as with the current laws of drugs being illegal, which adds more danger to taking and buying the drugs. Where if it become legal it would stop young people buying the drugs from a violent cannabis dealer and would move to a safe environment where the toxicity can be monitored and maintained (Chand k, et al, 2008).

THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
The main purpose of the study is to find out what would be the positive and negative effects if drugs were to become legalised and what impact would that have on the police, especially for the smaller forces such as Gwent and South Wales police? As well as looking into further recommendations for this research.  The significance of this research would consist of providing recommendations for future reference if drugs were ever to become legalised. 
AIMS
The overall aim of this research is to analyse and evaluate the positive and negatives that drugs have on police forces throughout the UK and what could change for the police forces if all drugs where to be legalised on all police forces throughout the UK. in order for this aim to be achieved there will be specific objectives set. 
OBJECTIVES 
1. Establish what the positive outcomes if all drugs were to become legalised for Gwent and South Wakes for the police?

2. What could the negatives be on Gwent and South Wales police if they were to legalise all drugs? 

3. Would there be a spike in various other crimes if all drugs did become legalised?

4. The successes for other countries that have legalised all drugs or some drugs
RESEARCH METHOD
There will be different research methods used in order to achieve is mixed methods. The reason why there is a research process is that it is there to set out to achieve a research objective. This will involve research design, but this often depends on the type of research. The whole purpose of research is to discover answers to questions through the application of scientific procedures. One of the main aims of research is to find out the truth which has either been hidden or nor discovered yet. (Bryman et al, 2007)

Research is defined as something people undertake in order to find out things in a systematic way, this then increases their knowledge. There are two phrases that are important ‘systematic research’ and ‘to find out things’. Systematic research is research that is based on logical relationships and not just on its beliefs (Ghuauri and GrØnhaug, 2005) (Saunders et al, 2007). There are two different types of research that will be collected primary and secondary. Primary research that will be carried out is the whole purpose of the project, ways in which this will be completed is by; interviews and questionnaires. Whereas secondary research is something that already exists, this will be used in the project to gather information. This will be found in; journals, articles, books, news articles and websites.  
Saunders research method looks at each layer of the “onion” which can be described in more detail at each stage of the research process (Bryman A, 2016).
This research method provides an effective progression throughout which the research methodology can de designed. Its practicality lies in its flexibility for almost any type of research methodology and it can then be used in a variety of different contexts. 

The research philosophy that will be used is mixed methods. Research philosophy for this type of project, the approach that will be used is mixed methods and qualitative and quantitative data collecting methods. Quantitative data entails the collection of numerical data and exhibiting the connection between the theory and the research. This data is also used to gain an insight and understanding on underlying reasons and motivation, this method was also found that it became traditional qualitative data methods were not able to address personnel’s feelings or their emotions (Monette et al, 2010).  The other type of data collecting that will be used throughout the project is qualitative and the way in which this data will be collected is by interviewing various personnel from South Wales Police and a retired paediatric nurse. The qualitative data collecting method is regarded as providing data on people and real-life situations, with having an understanding of the behaviour and to understand in a wider context to the topic (Vaus, 2002).  The timescale of the whole project will start in July 2020 and finish in March 2021, just over 8 months to be completed.

DATA COLLECTING 
The way in which the data will be collected will be done via online questionnaires; the aim for a target response is 150 people. This will be done in a way of multiple-choice questions and their own views on the topic.  The personnel’s will be over the ages of 18+.
However, just having members of the publics point of view would come across as a biased and potentially unfair research. So, the way in which the second half of the data is going to be collected is by interviewing various personnel from South Wales Police and Gwent Police with the aim of interviewing 5 officers. It will take place at which ever police station the officers a bases out incorporating a two-meter social distance.
ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND LIMITATIONS 
Throughout the whole of this research there will be ethical consideration and limitations that will be taken into account (avoid overuse of one word like ‘consideration’. during the whole project. Whereas Saunders et al defined research ethics as “the standards of behaviour that guide our conduct in relation to the rights of those who become the subject of your work or are affected by it” (Saunders et al, 2012, p226)
Other factors that will be considered is the limitations that could be faced when completing the primary research this is due to the current situation that the UK has been faced with when Covid-19 hit, this could make it hard to participate with interviews with certain personals, ways in which this could be overcome is by doing Zoom calls or Microsoft Team talks. 
RESOURCES AND PLANNING 
The resources that will be required throughout the whole of this project, will require access to a suitable laptop/ PC as well as access to the internet to use suitable books, articles, journals. When it is practicable and allowed access to the library will also be required for articles and books. 

At the end of the proposal in Appendices one you will find attached a detailed chart that demonstrates the timescale of this project, which starts from July 2020 to March 2021 when all is completed. 

RESEARCH SCHEDULE 
	W/C
	Date 
	BMCJ7004 Level 7 Dissertation Schedule 


	
	31st May
	Draft research proposal e-mailed to Wynne Jones  and Jane Thomas (wynne.jones@uwtsd.ac.uk and j.thomas@uwtsd.ac.uk )

	
	22nd June
	Online dissertation induction. 
Confirmation of dissertation supervisors. 

	
	29th June
	Online Research workshop 1: 
Preparation for the research proposal.  


	w/c 29th June
	
	Online ‘face to face’ supervision session. 


	
	
	

	
	6th July
	Research workshop 2: the introduction and literature review  


	
	13th July
	Online Research Methods Workshop and dissertation induction


	w/c 27th July
	
	Face to face supervision session 


	
	24th July
	Deadline: All signed E2 Ethics forms to be returned by this date

	
	21st  August
	Deadline: for the approval of the full 2000-word research proposal

	w/c 31st August
	
	Face to face supervision session 


	
	7th September
	Deadline for draft literature review completion

	w/c 21st Sept
	
	Face to face supervision session 


	
	17th Sept
	Research workshop 3: research methodology (refresher), and 
Research workshop 4: data collection methods  


	
	16th Oct
	Deadline for completion of data collection and ‘Research Methods’ chapter 

	w/c 12th October
	
	Face to face supervision session 


	
	30th Oct
	Research workshop 5: analysis of data 
Research workshop 6: writing up results, conclusions

	w/c 9nd Nov
	
	Face to face supervision session 


	
	2nd Dec
	Deadline for completion of ‘Analysis of Results’ chapter 


	
	27th Jan 2021
	Deadline for draft submission of completed dissertation

	w/c 15th Feb
	
	Face to face supervision session 


	
	12th March 2021
	Final Submission
· Upload to Turnitin
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Age groups All ages

All drug poisoning T

Sex m'm"‘“’ g o England  Wales '
Persons
2018 4359 3983 a7
2017 3756 3482 260
2016 3784 3450 271
2015 3674 3416 28
2014 3346 3156 168
2013 2955 2734 208
2012 2507 2367 214
2011 2652 2425 25
2010 2747 2500 224
2009 2878 2675 184
2008 2928 2734 161
2007 2640 243 189
2006 2570 239 157
2005 2762 2589 156
2004 2787 2606 161
2003 2623 2425 181
2002 2830 262 183
2001 3003 2884 187
2000 298 2758 152
1999 3110 293 158
1998 2976 2811 149
1997 2817 264 145
1996 2618 2478 120
1995 2540 2388 127
1994 2350 222 111

1993 2,178 2,069 94
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