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[bookmark: _Toc134136083]Section 1: Introduction: Define and discuss the core ideas of evidence based policing

Evidence-based policing (EBP) is a concept of policing that involves using the best available and factual evidence to guide the decision making-process within the police force. It’s a process that is constantly evolving, within its infrastructure, such as is the development and implementation of its policies, programs, practices and teachings (Lum and Koper, 2017).  

For EBP to operate as smoothly as possible there a few core theories attached, in order to achieve accurate results. Data analysis being one of them. This is whereby the use of reliable and valid data sources are used to assess crime patterns, trends, identifying problem areas and evaluating the effectiveness of interventions. This method of policing is also known as the S.A.R.A model; Scan, Analyse, Respond, Assess (Lum and Koper, 2017). 

Collaborative Partnerships are essential within EBP as it recognizes that law enforcement agencies cannot work in isolation and emphasizes the importance of collaborative partnerships with other agencies, such as other emergency services, the community and other researchers (Kratcoski, 2017).

Transparency and Accountability within EBP emphasizes the importance in decision-making and operations. This involves publishing data and research findings to be accessed by the public, as well as engaging in regular performance evaluations to ensure accountability (Lennon, 2023). 

Overall, evidence-based policing represents a shift towards a more scientific and data-driven approach to law enforcement achieved by using the best available evidence to guide decision-making, law enforcement agencies can improve their effectiveness and emphasise public safety.Top of Form
Bottom of Form
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Criminology is the study crime from a scientific approach which aims to understand the cause of a crime and the methods to prevent it (Fox, 2018). Criminologists combine research from several fields such as psychology and sociology, to examine illegal activity at an individual level and a social level. There are three main categories of criminological theories: sociological theories, psychological theories and biological theories. 

Biological theory suggests that criminal behaviour could be predicted by physiological characteristics (atavism theory), genetics (chromosome theory), and neurotransmitters in the brain (neurochemical theory). This would suggest that a population of individuals committing crime with consistent features may be easier to identify and target to prevent a crime, however in reality it led to marked societal discrimination (Moore, 2011).

Psychological theories are categorised by the following:

· Psychodynamic Theory suggests an imbalance between the id, the ego and superego as suggested by Sigmund Freud
· Behavioural Theory suggests that criminal behaviour is learnt behaviour originating from an individual’s lifestyle/environment No table of figures entries found.
· Cognitive Theory suggests that a criminal performs illegal activity due to the fact they have not developed their moral judgement ability (Fox, 2018). 

Finally sociological theory suggests that criminal behaviour is due to one or more of the following:

· Strain Theory suggests that an individual acts criminally due to stress or reacting to strain, however this has weak scientific support (Moore, 2011). 
· Social Learning Theory proposes that an individual learns criminal behaviour through social relationships especially family and friends.
· Control Theory aims to determine why an individual in fact restrains from illegal activity with an emphasis on internal and external controls placed on their behaviour.
· Rational Choice Theory focuses on a cost benefit analysis in which criminals perform illegal acts because the pleasure gained from performing such act is outweighed by potential consequences. 
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Body worn cameras (BWCs) are small, wearable cameras that can be worn on the uniform or attached to eyewear to record video and audio interactions between police officers and the public (Koen, 2016). The use of BWCs has gained popularity among law enforcement agencies worldwide as a tool to enhance transparency, accountability, and evidence-based policing. 

The BWC is an adaption from the original platform from that of CCTV (Close-Circuit television) that was first installed in the 1960’s. The sole purpose of CCTV operations was to merely observe, monitor but above all else aid in identifying those who are responsible for committing acts of theft and disorder (College of Policing, 2014). CCTV cameras have been adopted by the police service to keep pace with the advancements in technology and portability (Pepper and Mcgrath, 2020). 

BWCs are used widely in evidence-based policing. They can demonstrate the standard of officer and public interaction, establishing whether the officer is effective at communicating with the public allowing feedback to be given to officers and constructive criticism of ways to improve/manage future situations (Lum and Koper, 2017). This information can be used as an example of science-based policing, demonstrating actual evidence of interactions working well/poorly compared to assumptions and hunches being implemented to improve force policy.

BWC impact on civilian satisfaction with officer interactions and police encounters in both positive and negative ways. BWCs can assess how an individual complies or resists arrest; this information can be used quantitatively, for example, to assess officer assaults and provide statistical data when comparing the number of officer assaults in different regions of the country.

Similarly BWCs  can also be used to highlight corruption and officer misconduct as the footage can be reviewed and scrutinised acting as evidence for misconduct investigations (Ariel et al., 2015). This data can be further utilised as best available evidence with regards to professional consensus when approaching such cases.

Utilising footage for complaints against officers allows quick and efficient resolution and can be used as physical evidence when reviewing the grievance, further allowing evidence-based implementation of policies in effectively managing citizen complaints (Katz et al., 2014). 

BWC is a huge modern technological advancement within EBP. Simply because by its very nature wouldn’t have been available a few years ago. Not only because the technology wasn’t there or rather the small enough technology nor was the infrastructure there to be able to provide a response to the issues where BWC would have been utilised greatly. 
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The use of BWCs has been shown to have numerous benefits within the police force. 
One of the primary benefits of BWCs is increased transparency and accountability. BWCs provide an objective record of police interactions with the public, which can be used to hold officers accountable for their actions and increase transparency in policing.  One study conducted by the University of Cambridge found that the use of BWCs led to a 93% reduction in complaints against officers and a 59% reduction in use-of-force incidents. Another study conducted in the West Midlands Police Department found that the use of BWCs led to a decrease in both the number of incidents where force was used and the severity of force used (Lum et al., 2019). The study also found that the use of BWCs led to a reduction in the use of force by police officers.

Another benefit of BWCs is improved officer behaviour. The use of BWCs has been shown to have a positive impact on officer behaviour, with officers being more polite and professional in their interactions with the public. This is because officers are aware that their actions are being recorded, and they know that their behaviour will be reviewed by their superiors. The use of BWCs can also help to build trust between police officers and the public, as the public is more likely to trust the police if they believe that they are being held accountable for their actions. (Birmingham City University, 2023)

BWCs also provide valuable evidence that can be used in court cases. BWCs have been used to provide evidence in use of force incidents, traffic stops, and other interactions between officers and the public. This evidence can be used to support or refute the claims made by either the police officer or the person being stopped. BWCs can also provide valuable evidence in cases where there are conflicting accounts of what happened during an interaction between a police officer and a member of the public. (UCL, 2023)

While the use of BWCs in policing has numerous benefits, there are also challenges and concerns that must be addressed. One of the primary concerns is that of privacy. BWCs record interactions with the public, which raises concerns about privacy and civil liberties. There is a risk that the use of BWCs could lead to the recording of sensitive information, such as conversations between family members or medical information. There is also a risk that the use of BWCs could lead to the recording of individuals who are not involved in a police interaction, such as bystanders or witnesses. (UCL, 2023)

Another concern is cost. Implementing a BWC program can be expensive, requiring significant resources for purchasing cameras, storage, and management. The cost of implementing a BWC program can vary depending on the size of the police department and the number of officers who will be wearing the cameras. The cost of storing and managing the data generated by BWCs can also be significant, as large amounts of data are generated each day. (College of Policing, 2023)

Data management is also a concern when it comes to the use of BWCs. The College of Policing states that BWCs should be used in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018. The large amount of data generated by BWCs can be challenging to manage, store, and analyse. There is a risk that the data generated by BWCs could be lost, stolen, or tampered with, which could impact the integrity of the evidence. There is also a risk that the data generated by BWCs could be used to discriminate against certain individuals, such as members of minority communities (College of Policing, 2023).

This incorporates the concern of police discretion. Officers may have discretion over when to turn on or off the cameras, which can raise concerns about accountability, raising the potential concern for bias in the use of BWC footage. If officers have discretion over when to turn their cameras on and off, they may be more likely to record interactions with people of colour or in high-crime areas, which could lead to biased policing practices (White, 2019). 
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Domestic violence is a widespread issue in the UK, with approximately 1.6 million women and 786,000 men experiencing domestic abuse each year (Office for National Statistics, 2021). The use of BWCs in domestic violence cases has been suggested as a tool that could support evidence-based policing and improve outcomes for victims. However, it is not without controversy, and concerns have been raised about their potential impact on privacy, trust, and victim safety.

Evidence-based policing is an approach that seeks to use the best available research and data to inform policing practices and policies. The use of BWCs in domestic violence cases has been suggested as a tool that could support this approach by providing objective evidence of incidents and enhancing the ability of law enforcement agencies to identify and prosecute offenders (Lum and Koper, 2017).

One study conducted in the UK found that the use of BWCs led to a higher likelihood of charges being filed against perpetrators of domestic violence (Owen et al., 2018). These findings suggest that BWCs can be an effective tool for improving the outcomes of domestic violence cases and promoting accountability within the police force and other law enforcement agencies.

The safety of victims is a key concern in domestic violence cases. BWCs have been suggested as a tool that could improve victim safety by providing objective evidence of incidents and enhancing the ability of law enforcement agencies to identify and prosecute offenders. However, victims may be hesitant to report incidents of domestic violence if they know that the interactions with the police will be recorded. Additionally, the presence of BWCs may escalate violent incidents, as perpetrators may become more aggressive if they know that they are being recorded (Owen et al., 2018).

The use of BWCs in domestic violence cases has also raised concerns about privacy rights. The cameras are capable of capturing audio and video recordings of private interactions, which can include sensitive personal information. BWCs have been criticized for the potential to infringe on privacy rights and for the lack of clear guidelines on their use.
In response to these concerns, the UK has implemented guidelines for the use of BWCs by law enforcement agencies. The guidelines require officers to inform individuals that they are being recorded and to obtain consent before recording any interactions. Additionally, the guidelines require that recordings be stored securely and deleted after a set period (College of Policing, 2021). 

In conclusion the use of BWCs in domestic violence cases has the potential to support evidence-based policing and improve outcomes for victims. The cameras can provide objective evidence of incidents and enhance the ability of law enforcement agencies to identify and prosecute offenders. However, concerns have been raised about the potential impact of BWCs on victim safety and privacy rights. It is important that law enforcement agencies carefully consider these concerns and implement appropriate safeguards to ensure that the use of BWCs is balanced against the rights and needs of victims and the general public.
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