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ASSIGNMENT 2
BOOK REVIEW





ESSAY QUESTIONS: 1,251 WORDS 


1- BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTHOR AND THE BOOK
The Miraculous Language of the Qur’an, Evidence of a divine book was written by Bassam Saeh and published in 2015 by the International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT). 
Dr. Bassam Saeh is a specialist of Arabic literature and more especially Arabic poetry, he holds a PhD in modern Arabic poetry from Cairo University. Presenter of several radio and television programs, he founded the Oxford Academy for Advanced Studies and was its principal from 1990 to 2005[footnoteRef:1]. Dr. Bassam Saeh is still alive, living in Oxford (UK) he is an active member of the IIIT in England and of the Life Makers Foundation in Egypt[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  http://www.kubepublishing.com/authors/bassam-saeh/]  [2:  https://www.linkedin.com/in/bassam-saeh-527b8622/?originalSubdomain=uk] 

The principal purpose of the book is to illustrate the unique linguistic strength of the Holy Quran and to try to demonstrate scientifically that the origin of this book cannot be natural or even the result of human activity.

2- PRESENTATION OF THE BOOK
a. THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK
The main purpose of this book is to discuss about a crucial question in the Analysis of Islam: does the Holy Quran come from Mankind or from God? Through many examples and details, the author aims to bring the reader to understand his position and opinion which is that the Quran cannot come from Human. Thus, if the book cannot come from us, it must be coming from a supreme and superior entity: God.
The author started by setting the main important tools that are useful to understand his point of view (the I’jâz principle, the Quranic unique linguistic style, vocabulary and rhythmic structure…) and then provide many examples that the author uses as proofs of his position (page 1, 16 and 48 for example).
The main tool used by the author in order to justify his assumption is the comparison tool. Indeed, in many passages, the author emphasizes on the comparison between Quran verses and Arabic classical poetry in which he is expert to justify that the Quran is not coming from Mankind (page 18, 30, 39 and 42 for example).
b. THE WRITING STYLE
Beginning by presenting his own relationship with the Holy Quran and his evolution through his studies, the author constructed all his book by submitting his personal experience in the understanding of the Quran, of its verses and its meditation.
The writing style is very simple, understandable and accessible even to beginners or to non-adepts to Islamic Science.  As the author provide from the beginning his point of view, the literary style demonstrate that the real intention of the writer is to convince his reader by sharing a very simple experience.
The book does not contain any conclusion at the end, maybe because the final purpose of the author is known from the beginning. Hence, a conclusion is not needed. 





3- AUTHOR’S AXIOMS & WEAKNESSES

a. THE CREED AXIOM
As mentioned above, the first striking aspect in the writing style of the Book is the author’s stance. Indeed, in many passages of the book, the Author gives the impression of talking to Muslim readers. In effect, Dr Saeh seems to apply a stylistic intonation that is commonly used in conferences and Friday sermons in Mosques. This perception can be felt as queasy for non-muslim readers. Whilst wanting to convince everyone (muslims and non-muslims), the author takes the risk to satisfy anyone in the end…

b. THE PROBLEMATIC OF I’JAZ
From the beginning of the book and its introduction (page 7 of the book), the author of the book built all his review around the I’jâz principle. The I’jaz is the principle of inimitability of the Quran, based on many surah of the Muslim Holy book, the Quran dares mankind to produce even some verses like the Quran. 
.وَإِن كُنتُمْ فِي رَيْبٍ مِّمَّا نَزَّلْنَا عَلَى عَبْدِنَا فَأْتُواْ بِسُورَةٍ مِّن مِّثْلِهِ وَادْعُواْ شُهَدَاءكُم مِّن دُونِ اللّهِ إِنْ كُنْتُمْ صَادِقِينَ
"And if you are in doubt concerning that which We have sent down to our servant, then produce a chapter of the like." (Surah Al Baqarah:23)
I’jâz is also magnified by the illiteracy of the prophet Muhammad. As an uneducated orphan, he provided to mankind a book that no one could match[footnoteRef:3]. The principle of I’jâz does not only reflect the unmistakable character of the Quran, it also presents the Quran as a miracle coming from God to Humans. This principle has been belied by many orientalists on the first hand[footnoteRef:4] and disputed by muslim scholars too. Sheykh Saleh Al Fawzaan for instance argues by claiming that the Quran can not be considered as a miracle, first because all the interpretations that are made of its verses are personal and non-based[footnoteRef:5] and secondly because a miracle is mandatory the result of an action, and the Quran is not an act or a deed, it is the Holy words of God, it does not have any beginning or end. Considering the Quran as “miraculous” leads to recognize it as a “God’s creation”, and this is the Jahmiyya creed[footnoteRef:6]. [3:  "Muhammad, the Illiterate Prophet: An Islamic Creed in the Qur'an and Qur'anic Exegesis". Journal of Qur'anic Studies 4 (1): 1–26]  [4:  Peters, F. E. (2010). Jesus and Muhammad : parallel tracks, parallel lives. Oxford University Press. p. 82]  [5:  https://khutabaa.com/khutabaa-section/corncr-speeches/181994]  [6:  Hikaayat ul-Munaadhara Fil-Qur'an p.51] 

c.  THE LACK OF REFERENCES AND SOURCES
In more than ninety pages of illustrations and examples, the author flawed to provide enough sources and references. Indeed, only a few books and scientific publications are mentioned at the end of the book. Yet, the author provided a lot of information in order to illustrate and prove his argumentation, but does not systematically bring the source of his proofs. More references would be very welcome.



4- CONCLUSION
The Miraculous Language of the Qur’an, Evidence of a divine book is articulated around the willingness of proving that the Quran does not come from mankind but from an extra human intelligence superior to the human. The author succeeded in his mission by constructing all his logical structure through very simple reasoning and accessible examples and that makes the argumentation affordable, convincing and persuasive. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The author flawed on providing enough sources and proofs and he constructed his essay on the hypothesis that the reader will totally accept the mentioned facts. He also took in reference a discussed principle among scholars. However, the study of this book is first of all a farsighted analyze of the Muslim Holy Book by a scholar who does not hide his faith to readers during all the book, letting everyone choose his way and vision and make his own opinion of this book through the various elements provided by the book. Thus, by directly claiming his faith and his position about the discussed problematic, the author puts the cards on the table and do not try to influence the reader’s opinion, it directly establish a trusting relationship from the beginning, allowing everyone to make his own opinion on the question…
   
إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يَسْتَحْيِي أَن يَضْرِبَ مَثَلًا مَّا بَعُوضَةً فَمَا فَوْقَهَا ۚ فَأَمَّا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا فَيَعْلَمُونَ أَنَّهُ الْحَقُّ مِن رَّبِّهِمْ ۖ وَأَمَّا الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا فَيَقُولُونَ مَاذَا أَرَادَ اللَّهُ بِهَٰذَا مَثَلًا ۘ يُضِلُّ بِهِ كَثِيرًا وَيَهْدِي بِهِ كَثِيرًا ۚ 
Lo! Allah disdaineth not to coin the similitude even of a gnat . Those who believe know that it is the truth from their Lord ; but those who disbelieve say : What doth Allah wish ( to teach ) by such a similitude? He misleadeth many thereby , and He guideth many thereby … (Surah Al Baqarah:26)
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