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Discussion of plans:


My plans overall were a failure (death of Antigonus 19 years early[footnoteRef:1]), however there were many successes within the module: the conquering of land in Asia Minor, other than the land given at the treaty of Babylon[footnoteRef:2], and re-consolidation of the army and doubling of the treasury under Demetrius. In reflection, attempting to continuously expand Antigonus’ land was a short-sighted plan as it resulted in the underestimation of the Macedonian army and eventual death of Antigonus and Eumenes. The plans I had as Demetrius reflect the ignorance of my plans as Antigonus as I was very conservative on the expansion of Demetrius’ land and with waging wars with foreign powers. Instead I took the route of attempting to assassinate my enemies with poison that worked with varying results, whilst fortifying my cities to the same standard of Pergamon so to withstand any siege for a long period of time.  [1:  Billows, R.A. 1997:1.]  [2:  Diod. 18.3.1.] 


This module has helped me learn a lot about the Hellenistic world, specifically about Antigonus and Demetrius through the biography and role playing of the characters. The module has also helped me understand how chaotic an empire can be after the death of its current king/leader and having not chosen a successor, or not have one fit to rule. This is clear after Alexander’s death[footnoteRef:3] when every general and satrap tried to fight for as much power as possible in and after the treaty of Babylon. It is clear that after the death of Alexander alliances[footnoteRef:4] were imperative in able to survive and to gain more power. These were important mainly for military purposes, this was more evident whilst role-playing this period as more battles occurred between the successors. To me, I found the loss of men during a battle in this period was a lot less than I had originally had thought[footnoteRef:5], I would have believed the number of losses to be a lot greater, similar to those during the Roman republic or empire. Furthermore, this module has helped me learn about the politics and how court systems worked in the Hellenistic world and earlier, with some similar to an absolute or constitutional monarchy. I learned more about bias in sources as, whilst writing about the argyraspides, in reference to a battle that their fighting prestige may have been exaggerated because of Macedonian sources[footnoteRef:6]. Finally, it was surprising to learn how many things were, or could have been poisonous in the ancient world, and how well documented they were, this would have most likely been due to Mithradates VI however[footnoteRef:7].  [3:  Diod. 17.117.1.]  [4:  Diod. 18.29.4.]  [5:  Diod. 17.14.1.]  [6:  Roisman, J. 2013:220.]  [7:  Pliny. Natural history. XXIX.25; Aulus Gellius. Attic nights. XVII.16; Pliny. Natural history. XXV. 6-7.] 
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