Michael Rodney	Touring Theatre Evaluation (Task 3)
The two-week period spent gathering research on plastic pollution had great contribution in allowing us to create a devised piece of theatre that is entertaining but also informative to our audiences of our global plastic impact. Using said research and with the help of our director, we we’re able to create a structured story, scenes and a title for our devised piece ‘Alice in a Plastic Wonderland’. Plastic pollution has a negative effect on all life on earth, the animals especially “Over 100 million marine animals are killed each year due to plastic debris in the ocean”[footnoteRef:1]. I discovered countless graphic images of what plastic waste does to animals which would be a wake-up call if our audience could see this to. Younger audiences perceive information is through visual simulation and we projected images of plastic pollution throughout scenes to highlight to audiences our plastic impact.  [1:  Conserveturtles.org. (2018). Information About Sea Turtles: Threats from Marine Debris – Sea Turtle Conservancy. [online] Available at: https://conserveturtles.org/information-sea-turtles-threats-marine-debris/] 

Like Alice, I didn’t realise the full extent of plastic pollution until I investigated the topic in full detail “A recent study found that the amount of plastic entering the ocean from land each year exceeds 4.8 million tons (Mt), and may be as high as 12.7 Mt. The quantities of plastic entering the ocean are growing rapidly with the potential for cumulative inputs of plastic waste into the ocean as high as 250 Mt by 2025”[footnoteRef:2] which will have a catastrophic effect on the planet within mine and the younger generations lifetime which is a scary thought. Having Alice evolve as a character throughout the story and gaining knowledge along her journey made me think that the character reflects ourselves and society which made me feel a true sense of guilt knowing that I personally haven’t done my part with recycling correctly.  [2:  Marine Litter Solutions. (2018). What is Marine Litter | Marine Litter Solutions. [online] Available at: https://www.marinelittersolutions.com/about-marine-litter/what-is-marine-litter/] 

Plastic research maybe understandable for an adult audience “The GPGP covers an estimated surface area of 1.6 million square kilometers, an area twice the size of Texas or three times the size of France”[footnoteRef:3] but may overwhelm our main target audience, children in years 5 and 6. One solution to make the information digestible for kids was through the use of song or storytelling. Jordan, Grace, Lauren and I created lyrics based on plastic pollution for our final song with the backing track of ‘Jonas Blue - Rise ft. Jack & Jack’[footnoteRef:4] creating factually correct lyrics “plastics don’t belong in the oceans, they take 1000years to break down. It’s working up the food chain onto your dinner plate funny how things come back around”. The monster story Derryn & I created drops hints about the plastic impact to audiences like the country’s (UK) dependency on China[footnoteRef:5] to solve our plastic waste “They were on their maiden voyage to China” and the Great Pacific Garbage Patch “The Great Pacific Garbage Patch (GPGP) is the largest of the five offshore plastic accumulation zones in the world’s oceans. It is located halfway between Hawaii and California”[footnoteRef:6]. The GPGP is a real threat created by humanity and is the antagonist our piece.   [3:  The Ocean Cleanup, w. (2018). The Great Pacific Garbage Patch - The Ocean Cleanup. [online] The Ocean Cleanup. Available at: https://www.theoceancleanup.com/great-pacific-garbage-patch/ ]  [4:  YouTube. (2018). Jonas Blue - Rise ft. Jack & Jack Official Instrumental. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFttGq9hH38 ]  [5:  Sky News. (2018). Thousands of tons of UK plastic dumped across world. [online] Available at: https://news.sky.com/story/thousands-of-tons-of-uk-plastic-dumped-across-world-11218595 ]  [6:  The Ocean Cleanup, w. (2018). The Great Pacific Garbage Patch - The Ocean Cleanup. [online] The Ocean Cleanup. Available at: https://www.theoceancleanup.com/great-pacific-garbage-patch/ ] 

The character Alice represents someone who doesn’t have much knowledge on the subject of plastic pollution or its effects on the environment but evolves throughout journey which leads to her becoming more knowledgably on plastic pollution and how she can do her part using ‘The 6 R’s’ “Reduce, Reuse, Rethink, Repair, Recycle, Refuse”[footnoteRef:7] which is clear in the final school scene when Alice answers the question “what is the solution to plastic pollution?”. The 6 R’s is subtly referenced in most scenes because repetition is key, so our audience remembers them.  [7:  Bbc.co.uk. (2018). BBC - GCSE Bitesize: The 6 Rs. [online] Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/resistantmaterials/designsocialrev9.shtml ] 

To conclude, the research week had a necessary contribution for structing our devised piece of touring theatre. We all successfully managed to create, develop and perform an entertaining as well as educational experience for our audiences about our plastic impact crisis which ruins the environment and its inhabitants unless we change our ways. Based on every positive response we had from our audiences I believe that we’ve managed to open the eyes of individuals who will spread our message to others, inspiring them to be the change that we want to see in the world. 
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