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Based on The Diamond Sutra teachings:
A Brief Discussion on How ‘Prajna’ Helps Guide 
Pure Land Practitioners to Succeed in Cultivation
			

[bookmark: _Ref497657624]In The Great Prajna Paramita Sutra, ‘Prajna’ is often known as the Great Mother of All Buddhas,[footnoteRef:1] while the essence teachings of The Great Prajna Paramita Sutra is comprehensively recorded in The Diamond Sutra.[footnoteRef:2] Thus, it is stated in The Diamond Sutra, “Subhuti, all Buddhas, and their Supreme Enlightenment Dharma originates from this Sutra”. [footnoteRef:3] Evidently, The Diamond Sutra teaches ways and principles of achieving enlightenment. Hence, all Dharma doors, including Pure Land Dharma must rely on the fundamental methods taught in The Diamond Sutra.   [1:  The Great Prajna Paramita Sutra Vol.306《大般若波羅蜜多經·卷第三百六·初分佛母品第四十一之二》, <http://www.baus-ebs.org/sutra/fan-read/008/0220/306.htm> [Accessed 16 November 2017].]  [2:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, Commentary on The Diamond Sutra Part 1《金剛般若波羅蜜經講義（上）》, <http://books.foz.cn/books2/1108.htm> [Accessed 17 November 2017].]  [3:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, The Diamond Sutra《金剛般若波羅蜜經》(Taipei: Evergreen Buddhist Culture Service Pte Ltd, 2016), p.12.] 

The teachings of Pure Land Dharma perfectly suits people of low, medium, and high capacities. Such all-encompassing Dharma is truly inconceivable.[footnoteRef:4] According to The Commentary of The Amitabha Sutra, one must be able to fulfil the three criteria of “faith, vow and practice” to succeed in cultivation[footnoteRef:5]. Due to wandering thoughts[footnoteRef:6] and deep root of doubts[footnoteRef:7], ordinary beings often have difficulties giving rise to pure faith in the Pure Land Dharma. As their mind are easily being contaminated by negative influences, they tend to develop a strong attachment to worldly emotions and cannot easily let go of such affairs. As a result, they could not bring forth the great vow to seek rebirth in the Pure Land. Even if they have faith and vow, they do not have the wisdom to cultivate single-minded Buddha Name Recitation. They are easily being swayed by external influences. These are the main reasons Pure Land practitioners today could not achieve in their cultivation. The principles and methods mentioned in The Diamond Sutra can be ideally applied to address these critical problems. [4:  Shi, Ou-Yi釋蕅益, The Commentary of The Amitabha Sutra《佛說阿彌陀經要解》，<http://book.bfnn.org/books/0871.htm> [Accessed 17 November 2017].]  [5:  The Amitabha Sutra《佛說阿彌陀經》in The Five Sutras and One Treatise of Pure Land《淨土五經一論》(Taipei: The Corporate Body of the Buddha Educational Foundation, 2012), p. 6-10. ]  [6:  Sikshananda Trans.實叉難陀譯, The Avatamsaka Sutra Vol. 51《大方廣佛華嚴經·卷第五十一》，<http://www.baus-ebs.org/sutra/fan-read/005/0279/51-55.htm> [Accessed 17 November 2017].]  [7:  The Surangama Sutra Vol. 2《大佛頂首楞嚴經·卷二》, p.65, e-book, <http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=8&ved=0ahUKEwjTy4DB9cjXAhXBiRoKHWoRCpYQFghKMAc&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ysbla.org.tw%2Fartist%2F490.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1vSkqHjA1Pow_nJe36WpIx> [Accessed 17 November 2017].] 

Considering many Pure Land practitioners today failed to attain rebirth in the Pure Land, this essay is dedicated to helping these practitioners succeed in cultivation. The principles and methods mentioned in The Diamond Sutra can help them accomplish the three criteria (of faith, vow and practice) for rebirth in the Pure Land.  Lastly, based on past and present cases of those upholding of The Diamond Sutra and their successful rebirth in the Pure Land, we hope Pure Land practitioners would be more convinced of the importance of upholding the teachings of this Sutra. 

1. The Main Reasons Pure Land Practitioners Today Did Not Attain Rebirth in the Pure Land

[bookmark: _Ref497706653]In the early chapter of the Commentary of The Amitabha Sutra, the Great Master Ou Yi gave a detailed analysis of the most important criteria for rebirth in the Pure Land. According to the Master, “The most important criteria for rebirth in the Pure Land depends on one’s faith and vow, while his level of practice (i.e., Buddha Name Recitation) determines his grade of rebirth in the Pure Land”.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Shi, Ou-Yi釋蕅益, The Commentary of The Amitabha Sutra《佛說阿彌陀經要解》.] 

Pure Land practitioners in the ancient times fulfilled all the three criteria of ‘faith, vow and practice’ for rebirth in the Pure Land. Therefore, out of one million people practising, one million will attain rebirth in the Pure Land.[footnoteRef:9] Take the case of the First Patriarch of the Pure Land School, the Great Master Hui Yuan as an example. During the Eastern Jin Dynasty, the Great Master founded the Dong Lin Temple on Mount Lushan and gathered a group of one hundred twenty-three devoted practitioners who sincerely chanted Amitabha Buddha to seek rebirth in the Pure Land. In the end, all these practitioners succeeded in attaining rebirth in the Pure Land. None of them were left out.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  According to Great Master Yong Ming 永明大師, “With Pure Land Dharma (without Zen), out of one million people practising, one million will attain rebirth in the Pure Land to see Amitabha Buddha and be awakened”.]  [10:  Shi, Yin-Guang釋印光, Letters from Patriarch Yin Guang on the Great Master Hui Yuan Part 2《印光大師文鈔續編卷下: 晉蓮宗初祖廬山慧遠法師文鈔序》, <http://book.bfnn.org/books2/1318.htm#a033> [Accessed on 17 November 2017].] 

[bookmark: _Ref497829727]However, such remarkable achievements no longer exist in this modern era. In fact, we have seen a sharp decline in the number of Pure Land practitioners attaining rebirth in the Pure Land.[footnoteRef:11] Such a huge difference in achievement is a great cause for concern. We may want to find an answer to this puzzle. According to the Summarized Passage of The Amitabha Sutra, the Great Master Lian Chi gave a very direct answer, “Question: Some people chanted Amitabha all their life, but in the end did not attain a rebirth in the Pure Land. Why is that so?  Answer: Such people may have chanted the Buddha’s Name all their life, but they did not chant with One Mind Undisturbed.”[footnoteRef:12]  We can say that these people did not have a full understanding of the Dharma.[footnoteRef:13] Due to either doubts or intermingling thoughts, or interruptive chanting, they did not chant with One Mind Undisturbed. Thus, they did not achieve rebirth in the Pure Land. As the Buddha mentioned in The Infinite Life Sutra，“Some people may have planted all wholesome roots making offerings to The Triple Gems and cultivated immense fields of blessings, but they gave rise to discrimination and strong emotional attachment. As a result, even though they vowed to transcend the samsara, they failed to attain ultimate liberation.”[footnoteRef:14]  We can see the Buddha was seriously pointing out to Pure Land practitioners the main obstacles in attaining rebirth in the Pure Land. Firstly, their doubts and shallow faith in the Dharma were due to their delusional thoughts and discrimination; secondly, they were not determined to seek a rebirth in the Pure Land because of their strong emotional attachment, which resulted in intermingling thoughts.  Lastly, their thoughts were scattered and thus unable to maintain uninterrupted pure thoughts of Buddha Name chanting. In other words, they are prone to grasping on to illusory existences. As a result of not fulfilling the three criteria of ‘faith, vow and practice’, for rebirth in the Pure Land, they could not attain rebirth in the Pure Land despite spending their entire lifetime chanting Amitabha Buddha. These are the main reasons Pure Land practitioners did not achieve rebirth in the Pure Land. [11:  Li, Bing-Nan李炳南, Pure Land Selections of the late Li Bing-Nan: An excerpt lecture during the 7-day Retreat《雪廬老人淨土選集：佛七開示》, <http://book.bfnn.org/books2/1020.htm> [Accessed on 15 November 2017].]  [12:  Shi, Lian-Chi釋蓮池, Summarized Passage of The Amitabha Sutra Vol. 1《佛說阿彌陀經疏鈔·卷第一》, <http://www.baus-ebs.org/sutra/fan-read/004/1762-s-33.htm> [Accessed on 17 November 2017].]  [13:  Shi, Yin-Guang釋印光, Letter to an Anonymous Layperson Scroll 3《復永嘉某居士書三》，<http://www.donglin.org/wk/zhushu/zhu_13/1.增广文钞/卷一/书一/29.复永嘉某居士书三.htm?WebShieldSessionVerify=MF1vcLSxWANixRBDzTC0> [Accessed on 15 November 2017].]  [14:  Shi, Fa-Xian Trans. 釋法賢譯, The Buddha Speaks the Sutra of Infinite Life and Adornment of the Mahayana School Vol.2 《佛說大乘無量壽莊嚴經·卷下》in The Five Original Versions of the Infinite Life Sutra《無量壽經五種原譯本》，p.177, <http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwiZw9SLscbXAhVKmBoKHerEBK0QFggrMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amtb.tw%2Fpdf%2F02_5yuanyi.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2DDy_fL89uc2KofmRJgrpz> [Accessed on 17 November 2017].] 

   


     2. Fostering ‘Faith, Vow and Practice’ through the teachings of
The Diamond Sutra

Prajna is similar to one’s pair of eyes,[footnoteRef:15] as it can help Pure Land practitioners uncover their innate wisdom and foster pure ‘faith, vow and practice’. In The Diamond Sutra, the Buddha had proclaimed the truth of life and the universe. With thorough study and understanding of the teachings in the Sutra, one would be endowed with the eyes of wisdom to see through to the truth and let go of worldly attachments. Hence, they would be determined to chant Amitabha Buddha and earnestly seek rebirth in the Pure Land. [15:  The Great Prajna Paramita Sutra Vol.341《大般若波羅蜜多經·卷第三百四十一·初分巧便学品第五十五之五》, <http://www.baus-ebs.org/sutra/fan-read/008/0220/306.htm> [Accessed on 16 November 2017].] 

In the following paragraphs of this essay, we have quoted relevant texts in The Diamond Sutra, which help Pure Land practitioners foster ‘faith, vow and practice’. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, one must foster pure ‘Faith’. In practising the Pure Land Dharma, one must believe that he has the perfect Buddha nature. Therefore, he is certain to accomplish Buddhahood.[footnoteRef:16] In The Diamond Sutra, the Buddha said, “When one is not attached to forms, he is called the Buddha”. The Buddha also told Subhuti, “Everything with forms and appearances are not real; if we perceive forms and appearances as not real, we will see our innate nature, the Tathagata”. Here, the Buddha was assuring us that as long as we do not attach to the illusory forms and appearances, we would realize Buddhahood. In this regards, Pure Land practitioners should be convinced that they have the Buddha nature to accomplish Buddhahood. [16:  The Commentary on the Amitabha Sutra《佛說阿彌陀經要解》in The Pure Land Series Vol. 6《淨土叢書第六冊》, (Taipei: Fu Fong Books and CD, 2011), p.66. ] 

Even though sentient beings have perfect Buddha nature, they require the right conditions to mature.[footnoteRef:17] The Buddha expounded tens of thousands of Dharma doors with the purpose of providing expedient conditions to sentient beings, enabling them to awaken to their Buddha nature. For example, the Buddha said in The Diamond Sutra, “All living beings are led by me to the final nirvana for the extinction of reincarnation. Although immeasurable, uncountable and non-limitable numbers of living beings are thus led to (the final nirvana for) the extinction of reincarnation, it is true that not a living being is led there”. [footnoteRef:18] Similarly, the Pure Land Dharma also provides sentient beings with the right conditions, enabling their Buddha nature to mature. As the Buddha mentioned in The Infinite Life Sutra, “All the living beings and those from the Fiery Mara Realm, the three evil paths of hell, hungry ghost and animals, will certainly accomplish Anuttarasamyak Sambodhi after they are born in my Buddhaland, receive and are transformed by my Dharmas”.[footnoteRef:19] Therefore, Pure Land practitioners should have pure faith in this wondrous Dharma.           [17:  The Lotus Sutra《法華經：方便品》, <http://ddc.shengyen.org/mobile/text/07-07/97.php> [Accessed on 17 November 2017].]  [18:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, The Diamond Sutra《金剛般若波羅蜜經》, p.4.]  [19:  Shi, Fa-Xian Trans. 釋法賢譯, The Buddha Speaks the Sutra of Infinite Life and Adornment of the Mahayana School Vol.1 《佛說大乘無量壽莊嚴經·卷上》in The Five Original Versions of the Infinite Life Sutra《無量壽經五種原譯本》，p.161.] 

As one develops pure faith (devoid of doubts) in cultivation, he would give rise to a pure mind which enable him to realize his Buddha nature. Therefore, it was stated in The Diamond Sutra, “a person with pure mind of faith will realize his innate wisdom”.[footnoteRef:20]  This principle applies to the Pure Land Dharma. As The Infinite Life Sutra says, “Bringing forth pure faith and the Bodhi Mind[footnoteRef:21] upon hearing my Name”[footnoteRef:22]. The Visualization Sutra also emphasized on cultivation of pure karma, as the Sutra teaches practitioners to contemplate on the Infinite Life Buddha’s rays of light, physical characteristics, and marks. The Sutra said, “In contemplating the bodies of all the Buddhas, one realizes the Buddhas’ Mind”.[footnoteRef:23] These Sutras implied that when one achieves purity of mind in Pure Land cultivation, he would be awakened to his Buddha Nature.  Thus, in The Thrice Yearning Chanting Service of Amitabha Buddha, the Great Master Zhong Feng said, “Amitabha Buddha is our True Nature and our True Nature is Amitabha Buddha”.[footnoteRef:24]     [20:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, The Diamond Sutra《金剛般若波羅蜜經》, p.24.]  [21:  Sikshananda Trans.實叉難陀譯, The Avatamsaka Sutra Chap 16《大方廣佛華嚴經·梵行品·第十六》, <http://www.baus-ebs.org/sutra/fan-read/005/0279/16-20.htm> [Accessed on 20 November 2017].]  [22:  Kang, Seng-Kai康僧鎧譯, The Buddha Speaks of The Infinite Life Sutra Vol. 2《佛說無量壽經·卷下》in The Five Original Versions of the Infinite Life Sutra《無量壽經五種原譯本》，p.134.]  [23:  The Visualization Sutra《佛說觀無量壽佛經》in The Five Sutras and One Treatise of Pure Land《淨土五經一論》，p.34.]  [24:  Shi, Zhong-Feng中峰禪師, The Thrice Yearning Chanting Service of Amitabha Buddha《中峰三時繫念佛事》 (Taipei: Synet Printing, 2016), p.35.] 

As the Pure Land Dharma is an extremely difficult to believe[footnoteRef:25] Dharma, Pure Land practitioners must instil pure faith in the Buddha’s words. As The Diamond Sutra said, “The Tathagata’s words are truthful, exact and accurate; they are factual words, neither deceitful nor heterodox”.[footnoteRef:26] The Buddha’s words are truthful and reliable because the Buddha has attained awakening. Thus, His teachings are a natural flow of the innate nature. Pure Land practitioners must, therefore, rest assured in the Buddha’s words, believing that the Pure Land Sutras expounded by Shakyamuni Buddha are neither deceitful nor heterodox, trusting the forty-eight vows of Amitabha Buddha[footnoteRef:27] and the praises of the Buddhas in the six directions[footnoteRef:28] are true and not servile.          [25:  The Amitabha Sutra《佛說阿彌陀經》in The Five Sutras and One Treatise of Pure Land《淨土五經一論》，p.11.]  [26:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, The Diamond Sutra《金剛般若波羅蜜經》, p.29.]  [27:  Kang, Seng-Kai康僧鎧譯, The Buddha Speaks of The Infinite Life Sutra Vol. 1《佛說無量壽經·卷上》in The Five Original Versions of the Infinite Life Sutra《無量壽經五種原譯本》，p.98-102.]  [28:  The Amitabha Sutra《佛說阿彌陀經》in The Five Sutras and One Treatise of Pure Land《淨土五經一論》，p.7-9.] 

Secondly, one must foster genuine ‘Vows’[footnoteRef:29]. In The Diamond Sutra, the Buddha told Subhuti, “Bodhisattvas should renounce attachment to forms and bring forth the mind of Anuttarasamyaksambodhi”.  Here, the Buddha was reminding the Bodhisattvas who resolved to develop the Supreme Enlightenment Mind, not to cling on to forms. This serves as an excellent guide to Pure Land practitioners, implying they must also let go of all illusory attachments in the world when bringing forth the Bodhi Mind. In the context of Pure Land Buddhism, Bodhi Mind is regarded as ‘Vow’. In chapter twenty-four of The Infinite Life Sutra, describing the ‘Rebirth of the Three Groups’, it was clearly stated that one must “Bring forth the Bodhi Mind to recite the Name of Amitabha Buddha single-mindedly”[footnoteRef:30]. By doing so, Amitabha Buddha will manifest to guide us to the Pure Land. According to Bodhisattva Vasubandhu’s Treatise on Rebirth[footnoteRef:31], the Land of Ultimate Bliss accommodates only those of the Great Vehicle roots, while those of the Small Vehicle would not be able to attain a rebirth there. In other words, Pure Land practitioners who could abide by the guided teachings in The Diamond Sutra, to let go of worldly attachment and vow to be born in the Pure Land, would attain a rebirth there. With the compassionate vows of Amitabha Buddha, he would also accomplish Buddhahood. As the Infinite Life Sutra said, “One who cultivates abundant roots of virtue with the wisdom of non-attachment, will attain purity of mind devoid of discrimination. When these beings aspire to be born in the Pure land to achieve the Bodhi fruit of the Buddha, they shall be born in the Buddhaland and accomplish perfect body features and appearances”.[footnoteRef:32] [29:  Other than Bodhi Mind, ‘Vow’ can be briefly defined as ‘Letting go of the attachment to the Saha World and seeking rebirth in the Pure Land’. ]  [30:   Xia, Lian-Ju夏蓮居基, The Buddha Speaks the Sutra of Infinite Life, Adornment, Purity, Equality and Enlightenment of the Mahayana School《佛說大乘無量壽莊嚴清淨平等覺經》(Taipei: Synet Printing, 2015), p.136.]  [31:  Vasubandhu天親菩薩, Treatise on Rebirth《往生論》, <http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwifhfHl2sPXAhWH0hoKHRYvB-EQFgg0MAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fabsos.org%2Fmyapp%2FJingWen%2FWangShengLun-Tw.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2VpU3PbX-a2xS24l618JnL> [Accessed on 15 November 2017].]  [32:  Shi, Fa-Xian Trans. 釋法賢譯, The Buddha Speaks the Sutra of Infinite Life and Adornment of the Mahayana School Vol.1 《佛說大乘無量壽莊嚴經·卷上》in The Five Original Versions of the Infinite Life Sutra《無量壽經五種原譯本》，p.177.] 

Somehow in actuality, we know it is not that easy to bring forth the sincere vow to seek rebirth in the Pure Land. Only when we have gained a deep insight on the illusionary phenomena of life and the universe, will we be able to let go of worldly attachment and lingering thoughts completely, and joyously seek rebirth in the Pure Land.  The Buddha had clearly proclaimed the reality of life and the Universe in The Diamond Sutra and had repetitively advised us to let go of wandering thoughts and attachments so that we can awaken to our Buddha nature.          
In The Diamond Sutra, the Buddha said, “All phenomena are like a dream, an illusion, a bubble and a shadow, like dew and lightning. Thus should one contemplate upon them”.[footnoteRef:33] Pure Land practitioners should apply this stanza in their daily life for contemplation.  They should contemplate that all phenomena are like ‘a dream’, thus every incident that comes and goes are not traceable. They should contemplate the mind as ‘illusion’，just like the skilled magicians who can manifest many strange forms, but in reality there are no real forms. They should contemplate the world is like ‘the bubble’, which seemed to be real but in reality, it is fragile and can collapse anytime. They should contemplate the physical body as ‘the shadow’, which is merely an illusory image of the mind and mind reflections.[footnoteRef:34] As far as substances/material (physical entities) are concerned, modern physicists have proven that the physical entities in the world do not exist. According to Richard Conn Henry, a Professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy, The Johns Hopkins University, USA, “The Universe is immaterial — it is mental and spiritual”.[footnoteRef:35] He pointed out that the universe is not made of physical substances, but are merely illusory manifestations of the mind. Besides, the line stanza above also described every phenomenon in the Universe as impermanent as the ‘morning dew’ and ‘lightning’ as they disappear in a split second. If Pure Land practitioners could constantly give rise to such contemplations, they would be able to let go of worldly attachments and lingering thoughts, and would strengthen their determination and vow to be reborn in the Pure Land to see Amitabha Buddha and to listen to His wondrous Dharma. In doing so, they are putting into practice the teachings of The Infinite Life Sutra, “Love, desire, fame and fortune can never be in our keeping forever. They will leave us one day. So they are not things to be clung to as they do not give lasting happiness. As encountering the Buddha is a rare opportunity, we should be diligent in our practice. Those with deep resolutions and vows would be endowed with great wisdom and inconceivable merits when they attain rebirth in the Pure Land”.[footnoteRef:36]   [33:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, The Diamond Sutra《金剛般若波羅蜜經》, p. 61.]  [34:  Vasubandhu天親菩薩, The Treatise on Hundred Dharmas of the Great Vehicle《大乘百法明門論》, p. 91, <http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwj_iYel48PXAhVIXBoKHQfnAbgQFggmMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lianmaster.com%2Fdharma%2FDLsc_baifa.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2P4fgV99NvFeydA3tPUVTO> [Accessed on 15 November 2017]. ]  [35:  Richard C.H., The Mental Universe《宇宙是心智與心靈》(Nature Vol 436: Nature Publishing, 2005)，p. 29，<http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiazsik0MrXAhUC7hoKHcTLBhgQFggmMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhenry.pha.jhu.edu%2Fmentaluniverse.pdf&usg=AOvVaw27NmNdk1MlBlBMogdcPImj> [Accessed on 19 November 2017].]  [36:  Kang, Seng-Kai康僧鎧譯, The Buddha Speaks of The Infinite Life Sutra Vol. 2《佛說無量壽經·卷下》in The Five Original Versions of the Infinite Life Sutra《無量壽經五種原譯本》，p. 116.] 

Thirdly, one must foster persistent ‘Practice’. In The Diamond Sutra, the Buddha told Subhuti, “Bodhisattvas and Mahasattvas should thus develop a pure and clean mind which should not abide in form, sound, smell, taste, touch and dharma. They should develop a mind which does not abide in anything”.[footnoteRef:37] In cultivation, the Buddha reminded the Bodhisattvas not to cling on to the external six dust environment as these phenomena arise from causes and conditions. Since they are empty in nature, they are illusory and not real. This guided practice is ideally suitable for Pure Land practitioners. In many occasions, Pure Land practitioners could not chant with One Mind Undisturbed because they got carried away easily by external influences and gave rise to scattered and wandering thoughts. If they could abide by the teachings in The Diamond Sutra, they would certainly be able to let go of all worldly attachments and dwell wholeheartedly on Buddha Name Recitation till they achieve in cultivation. Such cultivation practice accords with the teachings of The Shurangama Sutra: The Chapter on Perfect Penetration through Mindfulness of the Buddha, “Subduing the six senses through constant pure mindfulness of the Buddha, till the attainment of Samadhi; this is the foremost method”.[footnoteRef:38]  [37:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, The Diamond Sutra《金剛般若波羅蜜經》, p. 17.]  [38:  The Shurangama Sutra: The Chapter on Perfect Penetration through Mindfulness of the Buddha《大佛頂首楞嚴經大勢至菩薩念佛圓通章》in The Five Sutras and One Treatise of Pure Land《淨土五經一論》, p. 186.] 

Based on the brief discussions above, we can ascertain that the teachings in The Diamond Sutra can help Pure Land practitioners foster pure ‘faith, vow and practice’ and thus ensure their successful rebirth in the Pure Land.                  
  Perhaps there are still many people who have doubts about the importance of learning The Diamond Sutra. These people would point out many illiterate old folks in rural areas who have not studied The Diamond Sutra before. From dawn to dusk, they only hold on to Amitabha Buddha Name. In the end, Amitabha Buddha still came and guided them to the Pure Land. The amazing part is they either left in a standing or sitting position, with no illnesses. Such rare and auspicious scene made one puzzled. However, if we could settle down our mind to observe carefully, these old folks have led their entire life, living in accordance with the teachings of The Diamond Sutra. It is truly remarkable and awesome! One of the possible reasons is, they had in their past lives studied and practised the teachings outlined in The Diamond Sutra. As the Buddha mentioned in The Diamond Sutra, “You should know that such people would have planted good roots with not just one Buddha, two Buddhas, three, four, or five Buddhas, but would have planted good roots with measureless millions and millions of Buddhas”.[footnoteRef:39] These old folks had indeed planted similar deep good roots in their past lives.         [39:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, The Diamond Sutra《金剛般若波羅蜜經》, p. 8.] 


3. Successful Cases of Rebirth in the Pure Land through Upholding of the Teachings in The Diamond Sutra

Since ancient times, there have been many people upholding the teachings in The Diamond Sutra and have successfully attained rebirth in the Pure Land. These people are not limited to those of high and medium capacity, but also include those of low capacity, and were burdened with heavy karmic obstacles. This demonstrates the inconceivable benefits of upholding The Diamond Sutra, as it can really help practitioners achieve in their cultivation. To instil confidence and faith in Pure Land practitioners, we have quoted three of such successful cases of rebirth in the Pure Land. Practitioners would certainly find them inspiring and motivating, and would be convinced to study this Sutra. 
[bookmark: _Ref498855648]During the Tang dynasty, there was a Bhikshu by the name of Jing Zhen. She led a simple and frugal life begging for alms-food every day. She was known for her gentle and polite personality as she had attained the Paramita of Patience. With her perseverance and endurance, she had recited The Diamond Sutra for up to one hundred thousand times. She also single-mindedly chanted Amitabha Buddha Name. Within five years of persistent pure cultivation, she told her lay practitioners that she had personally encountered Amitabha Buddha for ten times. In the end, she was reborn into the upper grade in the Pure Land.[footnoteRef:40]  [40:  Xu, Tian-Cheng許添誠, Proven Cases of Successful Rebirth in Pure Land From Upholding the Diamond Sutra《金剛經持驗錄》, <http://book.bfnn.org/books2/1455.htm> [Accessed on 19 November 2017].] 

During the Song dynasty, in the State of Hu, there was a butcher named Lu Ong. When he was twenty-three, he met an eminent monk who advised him to change his occupation. The monk also advised Lu to recite and uphold The Diamond Sutra and The Lotus Sutra so that his karmic obstacles could be eliminated and that his blessings and wisdom would grow. Lu heeded the monk’s advice for more than fifty years. When he was eighty-one, he composed a poem as a farewell message to his fellow friends and relatives. The meaningfully written poetry can be translated as follow, 
“Having abstained from killing for more than fifty years, I reformed my life through pure cultivation; today, my hardships finally paid off as I am bound for the Pure Land”. 
After reading his poem aloud, he went to the Pure Land in a sitting position. Those who witnessed the scene were filled with great admiration and respect.40    
In this modern era, the late Mr. Jiang Wei Nong had recited and upheld The Diamond Sutra in his entire life, without a day of being lax. Besides expounding The Diamond Sutra, he also single-mindedly chanted Amitabha Buddha. In the end, he left for the Pure Land in a serene and composed mind.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Jiang, Wei Nong江味農, Commentary on The Diamond Sutra Part 1《金剛般若波羅蜜經講義（上）》] 


Conclusion

	In The Commentary of Amitabha Sutra, the Great Master Ou Yi said, “The Pure Land Dharma-door accommodates people of all levels, including the low, medium, and high capacity. Such all-encompassing Dharma is inconceivable. Despite being the foremost among all other methods, it is extremely difficult for practitioners to have pure faith in the Pure Land Dharma. Therefore, it is dedicated to those of great wisdom, for without such wisdom, you would not have pure faith devoid of doubts, in this Dharma.” [footnoteRef:42] In a nutshell, Pure Land practitioners must be replete with the ‘foremost wisdom’ to foster pure ‘faith, vow and practice’ in Pure Land Dharma. In this regards, the ‘Prajna’ taught in The Diamond Sutra is known as the ‘foremost wisdom’ as it can break through delusions. ‘Prajna’ can help Pure Land practitioners eliminate doubts and foster pure ‘faith, vow and practice’, ensuring their success in cultivation. In concluding the title of this essay, ‘Prajna’ helps guide Pure Land practitioners to succeed in cultivation. [42:  Shi, Ou-Yi釋蕅益, The Commentary of The Amitabha Sutra《佛說阿彌陀經要解》] 
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