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Introduction:

This report focuses on the disparity in the age of death between men and women in the 18th and 19th century, with a brief consideration of childhood mortality. The research is based on a survey of St Peter’s Church graveyard in Carmarthen, and the findings reflect the data collected from this site. To maintain consistency within the dataset, urn graves have been excluded, as the significant time gap between earlier burials and more modern urns would affect the reliability of the results.
It is important to consider gender roles when examining differences between male and female mortality in this period. Mytum (2004) notes the dominance of men in graveyard memorials, particularly in the ordering of inscriptions where women are often recorded after men, even if they died first[footnoteRef:2468]. This perspective is relevant to the present study and informs the interpretation of the data. Conducting a graveyard survey on this topic can provide insight into mortality patterns, as well as gender roles and biases in the 18th century. [2468:  Mytum, Harold, Mortuary Monuments and Burial Grounds of the Historic Period (Springer Science & Business Media, 2012)
] 
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Methods:

Data for this report was conducted at st peters church in Carmarthen, the data was collected over several days to allow for different weather condition to collect the most data and accurately. To allow for the most amount of collected data to have enough data to interoperate, a few of us students split the graveyard up into sections and took a section each (pictured below) we took an aerial satellite image from google earth to allow us this visibility to split the sections up alphabetically from A to C. following on from this we made sure we knew exactly what we wanted to record so that we only collected the data that was necessary to our research. We also made sure as well as the satellite photo we documented each grave with an image to be able to cross check and record acuratley[footnoteRef:7039]. The data we collected was as follows [7039:  Cba, “Grave Recording - How Archaeologists Record Graves!” (council for British archeology, 2025) <https://www.archaeologyuk.org/resource/grave-recording---how-archaeologists-record-graves-.html> [accessed 1 April 2026]
] 

· Grave number (using our own system)
· First name 
· Last name [image: ]
· Date of death
· Age
· Gender
· Number of occupants
· Profession
· Relationships
· Others named
· Other info


Grave number 
The data we collected was done by sectioning the graveyard alphabetically and assigning each gravestone with a letter and a number. For example, A1 and A2 are the same grave, but A1 might be the husband that occupies the grave, and A2 would be the wife. We found this method useful as we were recording in sections and it allowed us to track the number of occupants with  efficiency. 


First name
Where possible, we tried to obtain as many first names as we could. With some graves being too detreated to account for all information accurately, we cross checked other platforms such as GENUKI [footnoteRef:32591].  [32591:  Genuki, “Genuki: St Peter’s Church, Lampeter, Cardiganshire” <https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/wal/CGN/Lampeter/Burials>

] 

Last name
 Same as above all data was crosschecked with the addition of excluding last names for the women if not mentioned as this was noted several times.


Date of death 
Date of death was not always present on the grave, on occasion only age of the deceased was noted so this was recorded where possible with great care as it was vital to my research. 
Age
This data was pivotal for my research as the main focus of my data needed to conclude an age of death for comparison. Caution was taken in accuracy of this information. Where age of death was not recorded, I had to exclude from my final set of data. 
Gender
Gender was only noted down when this was noted on the grave as name and gender have changed meanings over the centuries where some popular names now with more gender bias were once gender neutral. This was thoroughly examined to collect data accurately. [footnoteRef:2499] [2499:  Postles, Dave, “Gender, Class and a Naming Process in the English Long Eighteenth Century: Leicestershire, C. 1680–1836” (local population studies) <http://www.localpopulationstudies.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/LPS-102-2019-POSTLES-pp.-53-68.pdf>
] 

Number of occupants 
This was the process in which we recorded how many people were buried in one plot which helped with the grave number and relationship data. 
Profession
Not all graves had this noted as we found only people of notoriety or relevant professions to the town such as pub owners and dock workers were noted as having a profession and women were almost never noted as having profession at this time in this graveyard from our collected data. 

Relationships
This data was collected alongside number of occupants. When a relationship was established such as a wife or daughter, it was noted and collected into our data. 
Other names 
Where a relationship was not established but a person was noted or mentioned on the gravestone it was sorted into this category. 
Other info
This section involved a number of different data including but not limited to the condition of the grave, which was noted as good, fair, or poor. Any inscriptions and decorations etc. This was a section added for information we collectively were not collecting but may have become relevant in our later data and was included for continuity purposes. 

Results:
This section introduces the findings of the graveyard survey in st peters Carmarthen. With the focus being on age of death between men and women. With the data I collected I was able to find the average age of death of men and women in st peter church. Women being 56 and men being 51. Although this demonstrates that on average women lived longer this does not accurately display the gap between men and women. Below is a line graph and pie chart to demonstrate the age of death between men and women.  


Line graph 
The graph below shows the left axis demonstrating the number of deaths and the  age group for male and females along the bottom axis. This graph shows clearly the peaks in female life span compared to males in this period. 
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 Pie charts 
To show a clearer outline I decided to do two separate pie charts to display the data for males and females separately to see the raw data. Below you can see the percentage of males in one graph and females in the other within age groups within st peters church in Carmarthen. 
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Childhood mortality rate
As well as males and females I also gathered together the data from the children at st peters church the average age of death for girls was 7.4 and for boys it was 5.4 I had to use a different method for working out the average age of death for children as some of them were only months old. I could not use the standard method of adding all the ages together and multiplying them by the number of children, so instead I converted all the children's ages into months and went from there giving me the figures above. Unfortunately, to do this I had to remove one of the boys ages of 1 day old to accurately calculate the ages. It's important to note out of the graves I chose that matched all the relevant data I needed there were 79 graves, 33 of which were children.


Weather conditions
In my findings, I found that weather conditions would play a huge role in calculating data. Below is a grave on two different occasions. This is an example of a communal grave where multiple members of the same family were buried in one plot.
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Discussion:
The results of this report show a difference in age between how long men and women lived in this area. The pie chart clearly shows that from the collected data 0% of males lived to 80 and above whereas the women's pie chart shows that 17% of women lived passed 80 some even reaching the 90s category. This is important to note as although there is not a large difference between the average age of death between men and women being 51 ang 56, women did live longer than men in this data set. As well as this we can see that childhood mortality was at a higher rate due to the number of children's graves present at st peters Carmarthen. It's also important to note the limitations of this report, unreadable graves that were also not able to be traces through GENUKI as well as some graves not noting all relevant data such as age of death. As well as gender biases and poverty. Poverty plays a role as it would have cost more money to have more letters on the grave meaning that the graves that maybe lacked the data I needed were excluded from my data[footnoteRef:20415]. So, although we can make the argument that women may have lived longer during this time due to lack of harsh work environments and the data does reflect a trend in women living longer it may not be concise list of working men and women at the time[footnoteRef:18861].  [20415:  Cox, Margaret, Grave Concerns: Death and Burial in England, 1700 to 1850 (Council for British Archaeology(GB), 1998)
]  [18861:  “How Has Life Expectancy Changed over Time? - Office for National Statistics,” 2015 <https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/lifeexpectancies/articles/howhaslifeexpectancychangedovertime/2015-09-09>
] 


Conclusion:
In conclusion we can see from the data that at st peters church in Carmarthen that women lived longer, and from the collected data we can see women were far more likely to live passed 80 than men, that's where the data really peaks as up until that point men seem to average  living until there 50s  with a steep decline of males living passed that age whereas women peak in there 60s with 58% of women living passed 60 compared to males only living passed 60 37% of the time in the collected data. 
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