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Three members of my course and I partnered on this project as a group to create a Welsh National Police Memorial in Cardiff that honours the contributions and sacrifices made by Wales' police officers. We followed the client's specifications, which included Welsh slate, a plaque with room for an inscription, a ten inch high plinth at the base, and the inclusion of the Police Roll Of Honour Trust crest. We were also given a maximum height and length measurement of 6 feet, which is similar to the current memorials at the site and gave us a sense of scale. We organised regular team meeting to discuss the work for best results.

A group chat was held on February 11th to make preparations simpler. The first group chat was difficult to organise, but subsequent group chats went much smoother. Despite not receiving a response from one of our team members, we went ahead with our plans for our first group meeting on February 16th. We had a general conversation about the task brief and what was expected of us, and we also agreed that creating a mood board of some of the memorials we considered interesting would be a good start for our second meeting on February 23rd.

On this day we each spoke about our mood boards and what we liked about each of the memorials that we selected, which helped us understand each other's tastes in architecture. Fortunately after reviewing all of our work, we all gravitated toward a similar style and began our individual concept sketches, as well as doing additional research on materials, almost like a precedent study.  

Prior to this meeting I made a list of all the tasks that needed to be done (Fig.1) and as a team we assigned ourselves to the areas where we felt most capable. Although the majority of the work was done as a group, which I believe is one of the main reasons we completed the project so smoothly, we still had tasks which we did individually (Fig.2). For instance I chose to do the model because I enjoy the process of it, while another team member preferred to work on Photoshop rather than on a model or drawing. 
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Figure 1: Taraneh Adibmehr Task Table
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Figure 2: Abbie Messer detailed task table









Ian Standen arranged group meetings with all of the teams on February 25th so that he could have a general conversation with us about the work we had done up to that point and to guide us in the right direction going forward. After seeing our individual concept sketches, Ian encouraged us to continue with our designs and told us that the next step was for us to have a finalized design proposal. Furthermore, we had established by this date that one of our team members would not be able to participate. However, we were able to adjust for this and worked out any issues.

The next day we met to discuss our design concepts in greater detail and came up with our final design idea, as well as what the best materials would be and how we would use them while keeping sustainability in mind. For example, we chose to use Corten steel in our design because it’s durable and recyclable. Another reason this metal stood out to us was its appealing appearance and low maintenance requirements. We also used stainless steel for the plaque and concrete and welsh slate, which are all long lasting and maintenance free.

We had another meeting on the 2nd of March where we went through our final design and worked out measurements for each component together so that we could find out if it can work in real life. 

By the 3rd March, the team member with whom I was sharing the drawings had completed the majority of the final sketches, as well as adding the correct dimensions that we had all settled on.

The next day we had another meeting with Ian Standen. This meeting was very informative and advantageous to us because he helped us better understand the technology of the structure. He mostly advised us on how to hold the steel in place, such as using bolts, or using concrete in the centre of the top slate section, then slate over that, rather than a large block of slate, as can be seen in the detail drawings below.
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Figure 3: Taraneh Adibmehr Axonometric of plinth, foundation and slate section
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Figure 4: Taraneh Adibmehr Middle slate section and plinth.



Following this meeting our group got together online to talk about the memorial's final construction and how we want the steel to be held in place. We also noticed that the Corten steel might stain the concrete, so rather than laying it directly on the concrete, we chose to dig into the grass and lay a reinforced concrete foundation, allowing us to bolt and weld the steel in place.
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Figure 5: Taraneh Adibmehr bolts detail









We hadn't yet decided where we'd position the memorial, but at our next meeting on March 8th, after much consideration, we decided to put it closest to the Cafcass Cymru building so that it won't be in the park's shaded areas for the majority of the day and will be exposed to direct sunlight while being shielded from the majority of the wind by the many trees and buildings that face the wind. There is also direct pedestrian access from the buildings and streets around this area.
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Figure 6: Google Maps (2021) Cathays Park, Cardiff 



Despite the fact that we continued to meet regularly from this date until the 22nd we were each focused on our own responsibilities, such as site analysis and annotating our own work, and I was also focused on completing the model and uploading high quality images of it. We kept track of our annotations in a Word document to make sure we weren't repeating ourselves. 

On March 23rd, we had our final meeting and went through the final boards to ensure that everything was in order and that we were all satisfied and ready to present.

Overall this project broadened my architectural experience and moved me out of my comfort zone to collaborate with others and contribute to a project, not just academically but also socially. We each contributed effectively to the completion of this project and I found all of our members to communicate ideas clearly work well as a team.


Welsh Slate Ltd (2015) Roofing Available at: http://www.welshslate.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/RoofingBrochureWEBAUG151.pdf

 
Taraneh Adibmehr, (2021) Task Table
 
Abbie Messer (2021) Detailed Task Table 
 
Taraneh Adibmehr, (2021) Middle Slate Section and Plinth
 
Taraneh Adibmehr, (2021) Axonometric Of Plinth And Foundation
 
Taraneh Adibmehr, (2021) Exploded Axonometric Of Central Slate Section

Taraneh Adibmehr, (2021) Bolt Detail
 
Google Maps (2021) Cathays Park, Cardiff aerial view.







image7.png
Cardift
University





image1.tiff
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





image2.tiff
Page 3 (A2) Description

Design concept Mood boards - precedents (x1) - concept
skotches

Page 2 (Design process)

site Analysis Wind - Footpath - Sun path - Trafc flow

Pics of surrounding context - Pedestrian
access - Views

Model
Sketches Plans - Elevations - Sections - Perspectives
Computer Photoshop - SketchUp

Materials for the (See brief on this) Colours - Tones - Textures
constructi - sustainabilty

‘Constructional methods & | (Shown in section drawing)
details

Page3

Quality images of final
design

Person doing it

Al ofus

Al of us

Toz
Toz and Abbie
Nothan
Alof us

Alof us




image3.tiff
Vecavosrs
Conceptideas
Gonceptsoveapment
A—
AR—
Fia dinanions
Secton
ar—
vt i conten)
Sactontnconte)
persoctive y )
Dot i
Comsmeton
Modolimages

Sho conditonson
e
Prosnen

wing

e p—
fiiey

achica diogs
Ghesnon

Completea

A SRR N N NN

Gompleted
by

Al
Al
A
Al
a
[N
Al
A
(LY
T, AM
0
NO
N

[h,Au
T

T

T

[\

WA
[\

Am SR
NO




image4.png
Exploded AxonometricOf Central lae Section -
Taraneh Adibmehr

Taraneh Adbmehr

AxonometricOf Pinth And Foundation ~





image5.png
Middle Siate Section And Plinth ~ Taraneh Adibmehr

e
i

i N R





image6.png
Bolt Detal~Taraneh Adibmehr





