[bookmark: _j1t1cg4oha4s]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 

	NAME: 

	 ID No.: 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
 
Question: To critically explore the effectiveness of the Prevent strand of the CONTEST UK Counter Terrorism Strategy

This topic is worthy of consideration as it remains central to national security within the UK. The 4P strategy has generated controversy over legal rights and effectiveness, making this a topic well suited for critical analysis rather than a simple description. AN undergraduate dissertation is expected to demonstrate evaluation, comparison, and critique, all of which this question naturally invites.   



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

Aim:

To investigate the effectiveness of the Prevent strand of the UK’s Counter Terrorism Strategy in addressing the threat of terrorism.

Objectives:

1. Consider the historical development of counter terrorism strategies from past to present.
2. Evaluate the performance of the current Prevent Strategy and the impact that political influence has on the implementation of the strategy.
3. Explore perception of the effectiveness of the Prevent Counter Terrorism Strategy in addressing terrorism concerns.



	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

Research in the field of policing has explored the effectiveness of UK counter terrorism strategies. Several theoretical perspectives have been developed to explain efficiency and wider implications (Carthy and Sarma, 2023). One of the most influential scholars in this area is Andrew Silke, with him being a professor in the University of London, resources provide in-depth discussions on terrorism, analysing underlying factors and useful counter terrorism strategies (Silke, 2024). Written in Silke (2024), the professor discusses the tendency to frame terrorism as a product of mental illness, yet it was found that terrorists are less likely to suffer from mental health conditions than the general population. In the context of UK counter terrorism, this raises concerns from critics that current approaches may be based on flawed assumptions, leading to ineffective interventions (The Telegraph, 2025).

Another relevant author is Charlotte Heath-Kelly, with her literature focusing on Prevent and pre-crime logic. One specific piece of literature delves into the concept of radicalisation, and how it is a socially constructed phrase (Heath-Kelly, p.2, 2013). In relation to the current UK counter terrorism strategies, Richards (2018) agrees that it is essential to understand radicalisation and how it has shaped if you want to make successful change. This is directly relevant to assessing the effectiveness of Prevent, as the strategy’s approach to preventing radicalisation depends upon how radicalisation is understood and defined. Discussed by Heath-Kelly (2020), current approaches particularly within Prevent, may or may have been based on simplified understandings of radicalisation. With the number of Prevent referrals being higher than ever before (Home Office, 2025), we can not afford to neglect further research into radicalisation and counter terrorism.

Within the research question, a relevant framework along with CONTEST (4 P’s) is the Terrorism Act 2000. This act provides the legal foundation that underpins the operational delivery of the UK Counter Terrorism Strategy, CONTEST (Tudor, 2025), particularly across its four pillars known as Prevent, Pursue, Protect, and Prepare. By establishing a statutory definition and core offences, the Act enables strands such as Pursue by giving police officers the powers necessary to detect, disrupt, and prosecute terrorist activity (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2026). The Act also supports Protect by enhancing security at borders and public spaces through schedule 7 of the Act (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2026). Providing the legal backbone, the Terrorism Act 2000 underpins the definition, legal proceedings, and penalisation of terrorism related offences (Legislation.gov.uk, 2026), informing wider strategies such as CONTEST. Although it’s not to be missed that with the strategies high relevance, it has generated debate regarding its proportionality (Hanlon, 2010), an issue central to evaluating the overall effectiveness of the approach.

Ultimately, these points and pieces of key literature are vital to utilise throughout future research when evaluating the effectiveness of the Prevent strand of the UK CONTEST approach. Each author, scholar, and piece of literature should provide valuable, reliable information. 



	
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 
I will be using a mixed method approach by creating a survey that will be distributed to approximately 20 individuals within my target audience. This survey will include both quantitative questions, such as rating scale questions, and qualitative questions, such as open-ended responses. 

This method will allow me to collect measurable data as well as unique responses, providing a balanced set of questions. Quantitative questions will help identify patterns and trends, while qualitative feedback will give a deeper insight into individual perspectives. Using both methods will improve the validity and reliability of my research.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target sample will consist of expert participants with professional experience in counter terrorism. An example of one participant will be a former police officer with operational counter terrorism experience, who is now based in academia. This expert perspective, along with many others, provides an informed insight rather than the general public opinion. Participants will be selected based on their professional knowledge, experience, and relevance to the research topic. This ensures that the data collected is credible, reliable, and directly related to the aim of the study.

Data will be collected through a questionnaire created using Microsoft Forms. The questionnaire link will be distributed via email, allowing participants to complete the survey remotely and at their convenience. Using Microsoft Forms provides an efficient and accessible method of collecting responses while maintaining confidentiality and allowing responses to be automatically recorded for analysis.
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