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1. [bookmark: _Toc44932363]Introduction

This dissertation will provide an in depth look at knife crime in the United Kingdom. It will consider the legal, social and police perspectives on knife crime. The researcher will analyse a variety of information collected from reliable sources. The information collected will cover a variety of areas, such as legislation, police powers and social problems that young people are facing in the UK today. Lastly, information will be collected to show the interventions that have been put in place to help prevent and reduce knife crime and the effectiveness they have or have not had. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc44932364]Aims and Objectives

The aim of this dissertation is to identify the key issues attributing to an increase in knife crime and to understand key decisions made by government and the police service to help prevent and reduce knife crime. The interventions put in place across the UK will be analysed to determine their success rate. 

1. Explore the governments response to knife crime 
2. Critically analyse the interventions introduced in the United Kingdom aimed at tackling knife crime.
3. Outline legislation that has been introduced in the United Kingdom aimed at reducing and preventing knife crime and any issues it may present. 
4. Explore and evaluate the effectiveness of the powers available to police to tackle knife crime. 





3. [bookmark: _Toc44932365]Literature Review

The latest government issued paper addressing knife crime, published in September 2019, defined knife crime as a crime that involves an object with a sharp instrument or blade. This includes both the use of a sharp instrument or blade, as well as the possession and sales of knifes and other offensive weapons (House of Commons, 2019). 
The significance of knife crime and it’s ever increasing popularity has been discussed and analysed for many years and covered by many government issues papers, academics and support groups. It is important to cover the intricate world of knife crime from as many angles as possible to achieve a fairer and educated view.  
Bateman (2019) explains the new measures aimed at addressing “Serious Youth Violence” as a part of the “Strongest Possible Response” under the former Prime Minister, Theresa May. Bateman’s work intricately picks apart the government’s response to knife crime and challenges it in its entirety, by displaying inconsistencies from the government. This work will provide one of the foundations the researcher can build upon to address the government response to knife crime.
The measures aimed at “Serious Youth Violence” have also come under scrutiny from the Standing Committee for Youth Justice and the Prison Reform Trust (2019). In the paper provided by these groups, it outlines the negative impact that the new measures will have on young adults and more specifically children. The new measures could be imposed on children as young as 12. The significance of this paper provides a clear and thorough explanation as to why the new measures put in place in 2019 are not appropriate for children or young adults. Therefore, the researcher can have an understanding from an opposing view from the government as to why new interventions put in place are not fit for purpose and conclude after further research if the points made are viable. Furthermore, the researcher may want to investigate the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to address if any rights have been infringed upon. 




3.1 [bookmark: _Toc44932367]Interventions to Reduce Knife Crime
Interventions are a set of strategies and approaches put in place to tackle knife carrying.  A report by Foster (2013) sets out the following interventions that show the most promise of tackling this issue;
1. Diversionary activities 
2. Educational interventions 
3. Criminal justice and multi-agency approaches 
4. Consideration of the broader contexts in which violence takes place
This view is further supported by Boyd (2019) who provides an in-depth analysis of the available interventions within the UK and the effectiveness they have displayed in the reduction of knife related crimes. Boyd sets out a wide variety of interventions that are useful, the key ones being; 
1. Early Intervention
2. Individual Intervention
3. Educational Intervention
4. Environmental Intervention
The researcher notes the work provided by Foster and Boyd as a template of which to build an educated school of thought. This will help aid the researcher in understanding the interventions available and will use these works as a steppingstone into further research of interventions surrounding knife crime. 

3.2 [bookmark: _Toc44932368]Legislation and Police Powers

Legislation seen below (figure 2) outlines the legislation that has been created with one objective in mind, prevent and reduce knife crime through the application of punishments as a deterrent. The legislation that has been put in place will act as a legal groundwork for the researcher. Allowing there to be data collected on certain legislation and seek reason as to why amendments are being made.
	Legislation

	The Prevention of Crime Act 1953

	The Restriction of Offensive Weapons Act 1959

	The Criminal Justice Act 1988

	Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006

	Offensive Weapons Act 2019 


Figure 2. Legislation

Police have several powers available to them to tackle crime.  When specifically looking at the prevention of serious violence and the detection of dangerous instruments, Section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act is used. The Metropolitan Police (2020) state the importance of stop and search as being an invaluable tool, in both tackling crime and protecting the public.  However, Liberty, an independent organisation who campaign against injustice and defend freedom, have argued that the use of Section 60 is haemorrhaging public trust. While Liberty agree that the tragedy of young death’s in Britain requires a response, they accuse politicians and police chiefs of using discriminatory tactics in the hopes of finding a solution (Robinson, 2018).  The researcher will explore the use of stop and decide whether the data collected shows it as a meaningful tool to tackle knife crime in the UK. 
3.3 Serious Violence Strategy

The Government published its Serious Violence Strategy on 9th April 2018. The aim of the report was to publish a coherent analysis of the scale of the problem and to identify potential causes around violent crime. A large portion the strategy is committed to the Government’s analysis of what they believe are the main causes of serious violence. However, it should be noted that the report is largely based on previously collected data and shows no commitment from the Home Secretary in committing further resources into the collection or analysis of new data. 
The report indicates that serious violence is attributed to several factors. This includes, age, gender, adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and ethnic background (HM Government, 2018). 
The researcher will use the Serious Violence Strategy as a key part of the government response to knife crime and analyse the data it provides.

[bookmark: _Toc464733335]
4. [bookmark: _Hlk528327562][bookmark: _Toc44932369]Methodology

Merriam and Tisdell (2015) present the importance of a good research design. A good research design aims to present a precise set of actions that lead to producing results on a chosen topic. Cohen et al (2007) state that a research design is controlled by the notion of ‘fitness for purpose’ and therefore, the methodology and research design of a study is determined by the purpose of the research being taken.
A further explanation of research is presented by Saunders et al (2009) through the display of the research onion (figure 1) (Saunders et al, 2009, p. 108.).[image: ] 

There are a set of paradigms to look at while undertaking research. This dissertation will take the positivism approach. While positivism research does not always rely on quantitative methods, it typically does. For the purpose of the research taken in this dissertation will be based on previously collected data and statistics from secondary research (Artino et al, 2020). This research will be analysed to produce an answer to the research aims and objectives. 
This is the opposite to inductive research. Creswell and Plano Clark (2007) explain that inductive research starts from the bottom up. This is done by collecting new data from participants to generate an interconnecting theme that provides a broader view to the research being taken. Therefore, a deductive view will start from the top and analyse the secondary research data to either add or contradict the theory presented. 
Furthermore, using the research onion for reference (figure 1) this dissertation will take a cross sectional approach due to the time constraints to collect, analyse and conclude on research. This is opposed to longitudinal research which is done over a longer time period (Saunders et al, 2009). 

4.1 [bookmark: _Toc44932370]Case Study

Case study is a method that can be used to allow the researcher to closely examine data within a specific context. This method allows the researcher to explore and investigate contemporary circumstances through a detailed and contextual analysis of a limited number of events and conditions (Zainal, 2007) 
A case study research method is explained by Yin (1984, p. 23) as “as an empirical inquiry that investigates a contemporary phenomenon within its real-life context; when the boundaries between phenomenon and context are not clearly evident; and in which multiple sources of evidence are used.”. 
Therefore, a case study in an approach that can generate an in depth understanding of a complex issue in its real-life context. This can allow the researcher to try and obtain a more in depth understanding at the complexities around knife crime and attempt to draw a conclusion based on a combination of research methods. 



4.2 [bookmark: _Toc44932371]Thematic Analysis

Thematic analysis could be potentially used by the researcher if opportunity to utilise the method becomes feasible. Nowell et al (2017) outline the need for a research that provides a systematic and diligent method that can be used to create useful results. Thematic analysis allows the researcher to become familiar with the data they have, and to generate consistent themes throughout the data. The researcher may identify re occurring themes or patterns from qualitative data that point to a specific reason why something happens (Braun and Clarke, 2006). Within this research it could present a pattern of data that may aid a better understanding as to why something does or does not work. An example of this could be looking at interventions put in place and any re occurring data that shows the success or failure of the intervention. 

4.3 [bookmark: _Toc44932372]Research Limitations 

There are many issues faced by the researcher by strictly using secondary research (Boije and Hox, 2005) 
1. The researcher must be able to retrieve relevant data 
2. The researcher must locate data that provides useful to their research question
3. The researcher must evaluate the quality of the used data, and ensure the methodological criteria of good scientific practise
Therefore, there is a dependency on secondary research material. The researcher cannot rely on primary data that could have been created to directly aid the research question. 
Due to collecting secondary data the researcher may lack accessibility to certain research sources due to requiring paying a fee. 


 
 
5. [bookmark: _Toc44932374]Evaluation  

5.1 [bookmark: _Toc44932375]Project Plan 

[image: ]
The above chart shows a timeline of the expected time of each major chapter within the dissertation. As well as this a draft dissertation will be presented by the 27th January 2021 followed by a complete final submission by the 12th March 2021. 

5.2 Ethical Issues

The researcher understands that due to the nature of only collecting secondary data that the authenticity of the data collected will be credited to the relevant sources to avoid plagiarism concerns. The researcher will follow the guidelines set out in The Data Protection Act 1998 to preserve the authenticity and credibility of research through each phase. 
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