[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:  X 
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

	NAME: Cerys Morgan
	STUDENT ID No.: 2134358

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

An analysis of the utilisation of dogs within the police service: Evaluating the efficiency and ethical implications of working police dogs in modern day policing.

Word Count: 1068

[bookmark: _Hlk171872463]INTRODUCTION:

This paper aims to gather relevant research which focuses on the use of dogs within the police service, whilst considering if it is ethical to utilise animals to assist in law enforcement.  Both the positive benefits and negative aspects of having working dogs within the force, will be discussed.  Evidence gathered will be identified through various and reliable sources, including features such as online articles and scholarly journals.  This subject matter has been selected as part of this undergraduate dissertation, due to the recent evolving societal attitudes of policing, and of the liberation of animals.  Through research already conducted, there appears to be a key argument between supportive and unfavourable opinions of dogs within policing.  For example, recent rioting in the United Kingdom (U.K), has showed the positive utilisation of dogs on the frontline, with Leeson (2024) reporting on the effective use of force by police, where an individual was bitten by a police dog in Hartlepool after insulting and tormenting officers.  On the other hand, McLntyre (2024) describes how such rioting has led to negative aspects, including how three police dogs (PDs) came to harm in Staffordshire, with one sustaining a head wound after being hit with a brick.  Due to violent incidents, Oliver (2024) states, that animal rights organisations such as PETA are campaigning for police forces to withdraw PDs from active service.  Furthermore, a study conducted by Gaub et al. (2024, p.11-12), found that there are negative opinions around utilising dogs for use of force purposes.  Therefore, such topic is worthy of discussion, as a clear for and against argument can be identified through exploration of the matter.  Moreover, due to the riots, this topic is currently relevant in the media, and is often discussed in modern policing.  In addition to this, according to Gaub et al. (2022, p.9), research on the perception of using PDs appears to be inadequate, and further study on the matter is needed.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Evidence gathered will highlight the following two main objectives.  The first objective is an analysis into the use of dogs within policing, their values to the police service, and to the public.  This objective will simply discuss how a dog can be utilised for policing purposes and how they positively aid in emergency incidents, investigations and for the wellbeing of police officers.  The research for this objective will be conducted through personal reading, via the university library or through internet-based resources.  

The second objective is to evaluate the effectiveness of the role of dogs in policing, whilst also identifying the negative impacts on working PDs, including the dangers to the animal itself.  This objective aims to identify and gather the public opinion of using dogs within policing, and will be conducted through reviewing scholarly articles, by creating and distributing a survey for the wider community to complete.  For both objectives, all sources used will be relevant to the topic, reliable, and up to date.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Key literature that will be utilised as part of this dissertation research is “The Animal Welfare (Service Animals) Act 2019” (Finn’s Law).  This Act of Parliament is a key text as it provides the law that defends and safeguards working animals within a service.

Research conducted by Gaub et al. (2022) provides guidance on the public opinion of PDs and identifies the need for further research.

Gaub et al. (2024) identify a negative perception on PDs within policing.  

Oliver (2024) explains how animal organisations like PETA are campaigning for the retirement of PDs from active police service.
  
Leeson (2024) portrays PDs as a positive attribute for policing due to recent riots in the U.K.

McLntyre (2024) negatively describes how rioting in the U.K has led to PDs becoming injured. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This dissertation will gather vital evidence and opinions by using the appropriate research methods.  Strategies to collect data such as the creation of a survey will be undertaken, which will be distributed to several individuals within the police service and those who are not active members of the policing community to complete.  This type of research is to be conducted to accumulate the views of policing personnel and the public, in a fair and efficient way, by allowing each person to submit a response whilst maintaining their anonymity.  Therefore, the information gathered will be unbiased, as the survey will not focus on just one independent demographic being members of the police; however, it will allow any person from any social background to provide their own opinion on the proposed matter.  This method of gathering research is the most appropriate way of collating material for this dissertation, as the fabrication of a survey permits its participants answer the questionnaire at their own pace.  Nevertheless, even though the survey will be open to complete for a short period of time, each individual will be able to contribute their own beliefs on such matter at any time of the day within the timescale.  

Through the utilisation of a survey, the researcher can remain in control by establishing a target audience, whereby the participants are within a certain age range; this for example over the age of eighteen only.  Moreover, a survey can be rapidly distributed to the public at any time, this via platforms such as social media, email, or within the police force intranet.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This paper aims to select a target audience who are of any gender, any race or ethnicity and of any sexual orientation.  However, those persons must be over the age of eighteen to establish professional and appropriate answers only.  Furthermore, this dissertation will strive to identify the opinions of those who are not within the police dog unit; such persons will be part of other areas within policing or the wider public.  This is to ensure that there is no bias from those who are prominent figures within the police dog field, therefore gaining the best study analysis.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

An ethical issue that may arise is confidentiality.  However, this research aims to keep confidentiality by allowing all participants in research to remain anonymous.

Another ethical problem that may occur is, how the topic potentially could cause upset for those who feel strongly against the use of working animals and animal cruelty. 


	TIME SCALE:

Research will be conducted to the appropriate timescale, ensuring to follow the cohort timetable as a guideline.
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