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TASK DESCRIPTION





Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Analyse why key incidents/events have had a damaging effect on the willingness of communities to engage with the police
Evaluate the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion and understand and apply key principles of effective community engagement.

This essay will discuss the key incidents that have had a damaging effect on the willingness of communities to engage with the police. There are many cases to discuss how the actions of the police have caused untrust in communities. One of the most notorious case is the racially aggravated murder of Stephen Lawrence on the 22nd of April, 1993, which will be discussed in this essay. 

The misconduct and the errors that the police made during the investigation has had a long-lasting impact on how the police service is seen as institutionally racist due to their failings surrounding Lawrence’s’ case. Lawrence was a black Eighteen-year-old when he was stabbed to death in a racially aggravated assault by a gang of at least five white youths in April 1993 in South-East London. Unbelievably, it took nineteen years for the conviction of two members of the gang for his murder alongside a public enquiry finding a pattern of errors made by the police (Dodd, 2020). 

There was a lack of empathy and trust demonstrated by the police in the Stephen Lawrence enquiry, where they failed to support Lawrence’s family to investigate his case to the extent where justice could be served. This caused the police to be viewed as institutionally racist, and strengthened the barrier between black and ethnic minority groups (BAME) and their trust in the police, and therefore their willingness to engage. Panditharatne, Chant, Sibley and Osborne (2018) have stated that in order for the police to gain trust within communities, there must be certainty in citizens’ beliefs that the police are motivated to treat all individuals fairly, and thus this failure to treat all groups equally is a major determinative factor on the public’s trust in the police. 

The media publicised recently allegations of corruption, discrimination and incompetence within the original investigation of his murder, therefore sparking a report citing institutional racism in the Metropolitan Police (Dearden, 2020). Articles such as this, which was published in the newspaper Independent, supports the argument that the police are racist, further damaging the trust of BAME groups. Primarily, it emphasises the argument that these communities may not get the same service or respect as their white counterparts from the police service. 

Numerous errors were made by the police while investigating this case. The police service has been tarnished with accusations pointing towards institutionalised racism for a number of years, for example Bryant and Bryant (2020) discussed the Scarman report written after the Brixton riots in London, published in 1981, and the Macpherson report following Stephen Lawrence’s murder published in 1999, both referring to the racial discrimination by the police and their failure to address it. As these accusations have continued for decades, it is not surprising as to why there is a limited amount of trust and engagement by BAME communities with the police. 

The failings by the police over a number of years have made it difficult for communities to engage, as the statistics from the Home Office show that only 7.3% of officers were from Asian, Black, Mixed and Other ethnic backgrounds alongside only 4.3% of senior positions held by minority ethnic groups in 2020 (Home Office, 2021). Although the Macpherson’s report published in 1999 outlined seventy recommendations, one of which being a zero tolerance for racism within society, as well as improving accountability for a number of services, such as the NHS and the civil service, there is still apprehension by these groups surrounding the police. However, sixty-seven of these recommendations led to changes within the law and practice, one of which being the promotion and recruitment of BAME police officers (Quinn, 2019). 

Another, more recent event which has taken place which may also have a damaging effect on the willingness of communities to engage with the police is the murder of Sarah Everard on 3rd of March, 2021 by an officer of the Metropolitan police, Wayne Couzens, the same force which carried out Lawrence’s investigation. This offence, carried out by the former Met police officer, has gained international recognition and sparked conversations about male violence against women, as well as police violence. Although court and legal proceedings surrounding this offence has not yet been concluded, it is evident that such a key event will have a damaging effect on the willingness of communities to engage with the police, as this event adds another layer to the public’s lack of trust with the police. 

The College of Policing are attempting to build better ways of engaging with communities, making active attempts to break down these barriers and minimise the belief that labels the police service as institutionally racist. They recommend a better understanding of the issues that affect communities, as these positive and negative, or even controversial issues, can affect police public relations. Through calling attention to these issues, special measures can be put in place, such as an increase in community engagement or foster community cohesion to work with the community to bridge interpersonal distances with the police (College of Policing, 2013). 

This essay has highlighted the case of Stephen Lawrence, which had a detrimental effect on communities coming forward and engaging with the police. The failings surrounding the investigation of Lawrence’s case and their impact has been discussed in regard to the viewpoint that the public have on the institutional racism within the police, and why it is now difficult to re-build relationships with these minority groups. Furthermore, discussion surrounding the difficulties surrounding the willingness of communities to engage with the police, as well as the attempts that police are making to regain trust has also been outlined. The concluding point for this essay surrounds the notion that BAME and other minority groups do not feel equally represented as their white counterparts, which causes negative representation of the police service within the media. 
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Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Assess the strengths and weakness of different policing models in relation to crime/victimisation and the public and explore crime prevention theories initiates and strategies

Explain and employ analytical products provided by intelligence specialists during the course of an investigation


This essay will discuss the strengths and weaknesses of different policing methods when dealing with crime and victimisation. Exploration of crime prevention theories along with their benefits will be discussed, as well as how they have been established. Explanation of how information can be gathered by an intelligence specialist, as well as what data is valuable during an investigation and its benefits will be discussed. 

There are a number of models that have been attempted within policing to mitigate risk, re-offending and supporting the public. Attempts to build cohesion and trust throughout communities is conducted by the police. There are many different models that the police adapt to differing situations. Key parts of each model, such as problem-orientated policing, targeted policing in community settings, hotspot policing and zero-tolerance policing, can help support communities and tackle crime. 

Hotspot policing is conducted when police put in resources and funds into crime prevention within a small geographical area, where crime may cluster. This is not a new innovation, but stands as an effective method to tackle crime (Braga & Weisburd, 2010). This approach can be beneficial, as it targets problem areas and utilises resources to attempt to fix the problem and support victims of crime. Although beneficial, it is not a long-term solution, incentives such as street lighting and CCTV can exhibit positive benefits in the longer term (Bryant & Bryant, 2020). In a study by Rosenfeld, Deckard and Blackburn (2014), they allocated 32 firearm violence hotspots to a treatment condition and a control condition. The treatment conditions consisted of increased directed patrols, with findings suggesting that areas with increased hotspot policing found reduced nondomestic firearm assaults. This suggests that for certain issues within communities, increasing policing may decrease crime. However, Gerell (2016) found a combination of hotspot policing and active monitoring of CCTV in a Swedish town resulted in a unsignificant effect on the amount of nightlife assaults. This suggests that efficacy of hotspot policing may be dependent on the crime and the resources used. 

Another policing model that has taken many styles over the years is the Zero Tolerance policing. This style of policing was popularised in North America, most notably New York (BBC, 1998). This model was brought forward to handle high crime rates through the 1970s and 80s, by William J. Bratton for the NYPD, however it came under scrutiny from citizens of New York, arguing it imposed upon their human rights (Fischer, 2015; Bryant & Bryant, 2020). Although this rigorous policing model in the NYPD saw an 85% reduction in crime relating to murder, some suggest that the model attacked poor and minority citizens’ rights, as well as the model not being successful to fix broken windows, a theory that visible signs of crime creates an environment which encourages more crime (Fischer, 2015).  However, this policing method was brought back by Bernard Hogan-Howe, the previous crime commissioner of the met police, rebranding it as ‘total policing’ when he was chief constable of Merseyside Police (Bryant and Bryant, 2020). This modern day approach to zero tolerance policing protected the human rights of the public, while targeting key areas of crime that the community wanted tackling. These areas included knife and gang crime. 

Intelligence-led policing is key when approaching analytical products by individual officers through the course of investigation. This method collects and analyses data through the latest technology, providing police with valuable intelligence. This allows for collaborative relationships with members of the community and other law enforcement agencies, with the pooling of intelligence and observations allowing the prevention of crimes. Furthermore, the information gained through technology and collaboration allows the deployment of resources for efficient and effective law enforcements within communities (Kent State University, 2020). 

Key aspects of policing and intelligence lead policing have changed in the modern age whereby technology is central. Much due to concerns of terrorism ever since 9/11, police forces across the globe have focused larger on intelligence led policing to increase effectiveness and efficiency in policing, such as buying equipment, hiring staff and designing efficient organisations (Alach, 2011). The intelligence led approach revolves the prediction of crime. Once crime can be predicted through utilising surveillance techniques or a covert human intelligence source, resources can be put in place to prevent the crimes from occurring. One of the largest and easiest ways to gather intelligence is through the use of social media and the internet, however it is not yet known the impact of social media intelligence on crime prevention (Wood & Thompson, 2021). 

The use of data collected through intelligence gathering officers is important when tackling crime and for crime prevention. These officers gain information from sources that are not willing to engage with the police for relevant information, doing so to protect the communities they are working in. There are many sources of intelligence, from undercover officers, law enforcement partners both in the UK and overseas and through members of the public (NCA, n.d). 

This essay discussed key models that are utilised to tackle crime, keep communities and victims safe, and attempt to stop reoffending. Explanations of how these methods reassure and serve the communities, as well as their benefits and drawbacks, have been discussed. Furthermore, intelligence led approach has been considered and its benefits in predicting and preventing crime, as well as how intelligence led policing continue to progress police investigations. These points have all been examined in order to explain the ways that the police investigate and attempt to stop re offending and crime. 
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Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:



Critically review key issues relating to the complexity and challenges of operational policing, review examples of critical and major incidents and analyse the role of the police within a joint emergency services operation to establish ‘best practice’. 

This essay will analysis the role of the police during a critical and major incident within a joint emergency, attempting to establish the best practice outcomes. The incident which will be discussed is the terrorist attack on the 7th of July, 2005, in which a series of consecutive bombings by Islamic suicide bombers within London’s public transport services, referred to as the London Bombings. This attack will be discussed alongside the police’s response and key issues raised in the incident, as well as reviewing what needs improving for ‘best practice’.

A critical incident is defined by Bryant and Bryant (2020) as an incident in which the confident of the victim, family or community is significantly impacted by the effectiveness of police response. This is a broad definition of what could be considered a critical incident and can stretch from harassment, to a large train crash, or a murder; any situation whereby an immediate emergency response from police can be classed as a critical incident. 

A major incident is defined by Bryant and Bryant (2020) as arrangements between the NHS, local authority or any emergency services. These incidents thus pose a large risk to members of the public and the community. These can vary from large scale flooding, fires (such as the Grenfell fire in 2017) to terrorist attacks, whereby a multi-agency approach is necessary to save lives. 

These definitions go hand in hand when dealing with an incident where there is a suspected high number of casualties, as well as public perception and media coverage whereby the agencies working alongside these incidents have to ensure ‘best practice’ in all aspects of their responses. In the case of the London Bombings, a high number of lives were unfortunately lost, with widespread disruption and long-term damage. 

Reviewing the information from the incident on the 7th of July, 2005, it is apparent that there were key issues within the multi-agency approach when dealing with a major incident in such a grand scale. It is apparent that there were failings by all emergency services within this incident, the main issue with the police was that the new digital communications system used was ineffective at the time of the attacks, with radio’s being inefficient underground, with emergency services being used as runners to get information from tunnels to ticket halls (Casciani, 2011). This was evidently an inefficient way of using the resources of the emergency services, and lack of quick and efficient communication may have caused more damage. 

In fact, in September 2003, London’s emergency services tested their ability to cope with a chemical attack in the underground stations, staging a mass training exercises, concluding that none of the radio communication systems were sufficient to cope with a large scale incident (Casciani, 2011). Thus, this was a key failing of the police to properly prepare themselves for a major incident of this nature, several years after the threat of terrorist attacks became a looming concern after 9/11 in the USA. Furthermore, Casciani (2011) states that emergency services were all using their own ‘jargon’, in which services could not understand what each service needed or what they were doing. This further inconsistency within the services during the London’s bombings may have put even the public in even more danger, as services could not properly communicate what resources they needed from each other. 

Since this major incident, a new approach by all multi-agency services and the police has been taken on and adapted in an effort to mitigate further risk and failings to the public. Ensuring that the roles of all emergency services are understood and that the police understand the role appropriately. This is the JESIP emergency procedure, where if all principles of this procedure are followed then there should be an understanding by all parties on an agreed working strategy. This strategy should include several questions, regarding what aims and objectives should be achieved by each service, such as the police, fire and ambulance services. Furthermore, discussion and understanding should be made on the timescales and deadlines each service must abide to as well as what locations. Finally, there should be a mutual understanding of the rationale behind these decisions, ensuring that they are consistent with the aims and objectives of the task and how will they be achieved. This follows a Who, When, Where and Why pattern (JESIP, 2021). As such, learning from past failures and inconsistencies, this procedure should help ensure that the best practice response is given by the police and other services when dealing with an incident. 

The response guidelines for best practice within these major incidents are outlined within the interoperability framework of 2016. This framework sets out a key understanding of what every agency the police’s role is within a critical or major incident in order to mitigate any failings or understandings from other agency’s when they are at a live incident for ‘best practice’ to be received. 

Early intervention has been shown to ensure a boost in confidence from the public when dealing with a high profile major and critical incident. The murder of Damilola Taylor, a ten-year-old Nigerian schoolboy in London on the 27th of November 2000 is considered one of the UK’s most high-profile killings. The subsequent MPs review found that this proactive and preventative approach, as well as early recognition of the case by police, led several senior officers overseeing the investigation from the onset. This intervention was praised by the review, showing how effective police response to this murder could increase trust and confidence of the community and the public in the police (College of Policing, 2021). 

This essay has discussed the failings and inconsistencies of the police during the London’s bombings has improved police responses to major and critical incidents, as well as what is expected from the police to ensure that best practice is achieved. The essay critically analysed a major incident where the police have been involved, the London Bombings. This terrorist attack highlighted key inconsistencies and failures of the police service and other emergency services in dealing with major and critical incidents. As a result, changes in how major and critical incidents are managed through the JESIP model and framework that was developed in 2016 in order to manage the risk and response of the police and partner agencies. 
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Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Analyse the potential links between terrorism and other forms of criminality and discuss how policing the roads assist in counter terrorism investigation.

This essay will discuss the challenges of operational policing in major and critical incidents alongside the role of police within a joint emergency services operation to establish ‘best practice’. The focus of this essay will be on terrorist attacks which have occurred at an increased rate throughout the 2000’s and 2010’s. Furthermore, discussion surrounding the funding of these terrorist organisations will be put forward, alongside how police can combat this criminality through technology and public awareness, in a joint effort with other emergency services.

According to the Council of Europe (2021), funding for terrorist organisations are key in order for them to gain their resources to conduct attacks. This may be funding to gain documents to access countries, build intelligence, buy weapons and to recruit. Thus, criminality is a key factor for terror groups to fund their activities. The sources for this funding can vary greatly. Funding may originate from illegal activities, such as low-scale criminality or organised crime involving the trafficking of drugs, weapons and humans. Or, the funds may be legitimate, provided for by members, or even the abuse of non-profit organisations. The FATF recently found new funding techniques in regard to Da’esh, known as the ‘Islamic State’, which could be more inherent for a state. These techniques may be the exploitation of natural resources such as gas and oil, or levering taxes. Majority of this criminality however is being conducted by the use of road networks. 

The police, as well as other services, must have a solid understanding of the evolution of terrorist organisations conducting organised crime to fund their movement to tackle said organisations. Makerenko (2010) discussed that organised crime is a major source of funding and has been an influencing factor on its evolution since the emergence of narco-terrorism from Latin America in the 1980s. Thus, in the 1990s, the changing nature of terrorism, as well as the rise of organised crime, has meant that the two forms of criminality had started to reveal similarities in their organisations and how they operate, meaning that the crime-terror nexus was consolidated. As a result, much of this crime-terror is conducted through the use of transportation networks, such as the roads

Thus, policing the roads is key to disrupting criminal organisations through building intelligence. Roads policing units are expected to conduct a number of activities to gather and share information to support evidence-based preventative policing, which is mainly conducted through searching individuals and vehicles (College of Policing, 2021). One key attribute towards building this intelligence is that all police officers have the power to stop any vehicle under section 163 of the road traffic act. This allows effective policing of the roads, checking any vehicle without suspicion or authorisation, and thus can support the gathering and sharing of intelligence to support preventative policing (Bryant and Bryant, 2020). Through checking the documents of drivers and passengers, police are able to gather intelligence on individuals, their movement, who they’re travelling with and if there are any suspected links to known associates that conduct criminal offences. Thus, this is an important resource in tackling terrorist-related criminality.

The powers of Section 163 act, alongside ANPR cameras giving live updates on vehicle locations and movements around the road networks, allows officers to work together to target individuals suspected of terrorism. For instance, ANPR cameras read registration numbers and instantly check them on a database which records vehicles of interest. This becomes a powerful tool for officers to allow them to intercept and stop a vehicle, check for evidence and make arrests when necessary. This technology can disrupt criminals, terrorists and organised crime groups on many levels, including local, force, regional and national (police.uk, 2021).

Building intelligence through routinely stopping vehicles on the occupants and movements is key. This is done through an intelligence report, which is used to manage the dissemination of intelligence through the submission and evaluation of information. This ensures there is a standard or reporting information, which allows the protection of the source and promote an audit trail of intelligence. This standardisation also promotes confidence in the sharing of intelligence through organisations to build a case (College of Policing). 

Not only do terrorist utilise the road networks to conduct criminality to fund their organisations, they also utilise them to conduct attacks on the public. This was seen in the Nice, 2016 terrorist attack whereby a Cargo truck drove into a crowd of people celebrating bastille day, killing 84 and injuring many more. A witnesses told the BBC that the truck was driving erratically moments before the attack, a couple of streets away from the promenade where the attack occurred (BBC, 2016). Although the attacker was unknown to the authorities before the attack, meaning preventative measures could not be put in place, the reporting of this erratic behaviour on the day of Bastille celebrations to the appropriate authorities, this may have resulted in less causalities or none at all. This also shows that the public play a key part in effective policing, which points towards a need for public education surrounding suspicious activity and who to contact. 

This essay has discussed the means that terrorist organisations use to fund their criminality, typically through other forms of crime. Explanations on how road networks are used to conduct this criminality have been offered, such as travelling around the country, as well as the importance of roads policing units in stopping and checking vehicles to disrupt criminality. Furthermore, discussion alongside how road policing is key to build intelligence against terrorism and criminality can combat against terrorism, as well as the public’s role in this. 
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